
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



r /.•***♦•. 






> nr 



;^ Containing 




/f/;^,^/.'4'L- 



1 






/, 







^/i<^f<^-t..^'^ 



• * V : > 



tHfiOLOGIC/VL THESfeSi 

f Containing 

the chief Heads of the 

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINEj 

Dedactd from Axioms ; 

Compofed and publickly diifended in Prefence tnd under 
the Dire^ion of the very reverend and nofl jadicioot 

JOHI^ HENRt RINGIER, V. D. M. 

And Profeflbr of eontroverfial Divinity ia the Academr 
At BERN. 

By ,.^ 

ISAAC SIGFS!lD,of ZOFFllf5rGE5fik0BRw,; 

and \^;::- . .' 

DANIEL ^/VYTTENBACH, of BfeRlS^;^ 

In Order to obcain tke Honour of the S. MINISTRY. 
1747. 
(Tranflated from Latim.) 
To .i|;hich is added ft Difcoiarfe by 

GERRIT LYDEKKER. A. B. . 



) 



N E W - Y O R K. 
Prioied and Sold by Samnei Bromm at the Foot oi| 
Pjtb^kir*%>Hili, between the NiwDutci Ckmtk ud 
Ffy Marht. 1766. ^ , 

/^/. AT. /7. 



f:"' I 




s 



mmm 



**■ 




TUB 
PREFACE. 

Caadid, ChriQian, Beloved Rei||dera! 

rHfi whole Syfiem of Chriftian Tbe$hgy confifb ol^ 
aiid is divided into two Parts, Tkiory and Fraffin"^ 
The firft Part, namely, fbtortticai Thtohgy^ is tbt, 
me o/Divitu truths. The Second Fart, Scil. PraAlcaf 
cobgy, otr IteligioD (as the very Terms import) confiftt 
:he Performiiice 'of all thofe Dnties, which are, by th«, 
itjT hifldelf, pr^feirbed to, and injoSned npon us in Tbiorie 
toUgf. ' sPtMffital Tbi9l9gf is. alfo freqaehtly, and by no 
ins improperly, termed the Theology bf the Heart a 
ogh moft conmumly, as weU as moft modernly, it is de- 
ainated Exfirimtniai Jbtplogy. In order, therefore, to 
bring really Teligions Perfons, or eomfhu TbnlogimMf^ 
mail be the Safc|eAi both of Tbeorieal, and Pra^cal, 
vinitf. That is to fay, we moft Jhttw, and fprfirm §wr 
qU Duty prft^iy. ' For in tke trui Knowledge of God,' 
, in Hheperfeft' Knowledge and perfeft Performance of 
- whole Daty towards God, oor Neighbours and onr- 
es, oor real Happinefs con(ifts. And certain it is, that ai^ 
rnal Confcioafnefs, and full ConviiSion of fuch a complete 
tvMg»,ZMid puhftqal Difcharge of Doty, moft beset and 
juce a mofl'Soblime Satisftidion, and moft home-relt Joy 
:he Soul, i ' 

fow ft is moft incontroyertibly erident, that Tbemeal 
fMijf moft precede Pradteal Divinity, Indeed Tbeefy 
i in general, Mnd'ai^ways in the ifery Order, Reafon and 
are of Things, go before PraSice. BccauTe all true 
real morul Jmendmnit mufi if ahfolute Veaffity always. 
: i/s Rifit •'• ^^giff at tbe Underftanding of a rationei 
tg. The UnderfUndiog maji, and X\xt \3nitecfici3N^vK4 
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tA^ C4» Airliifti bat, exKiBiVand prefent the Motives of a 
Ak^XXf^ gwAv hi Wir^\\j ti\\ Aftion, Deed or AgeWcyu 
Ihe Will. It 1$ iitteriy jmpofliblc (o perform an unkftonv. 
.Datf. tt 18 abfolntely itDpofflUc to^iove an unknonvn God 
tfie perf^ the^4)>folateythe eternal, the Diwne Ii\j|^nitud 
of hit Ejcietlencjj Goodoefs ahd Beaaty, notivithftanding 
liAoreover the Law of God, which is an exa6l^ and mol 
i)erfeft ^ranforip); jof the infinite PerfejEUons of ;he Godhead 
and, "by joift Infer^ce/ neee&rily*hoiy, and Jaft", and Good 
l^d imraucable. Yea, ». in^niteljr reafonable, and de&rabl« 
too, fioce-it (^omn^ands asto^.be Tupreme)y ilappy, Yea 
to be perfe4» cvea as God himfelf, is perfcdi ; I. fay thi 
ipfinitely eauielJent, this molt divinely hxAf., Law of God 
ij^hich only enjoins us to be perfedly happy, cannot poillbl^ 
be the Rule mi pur moft holy ^juik a^d Fra^ice, btfores^} 
know the Tenor of the fame. .. , 

But to (hew yet farther, a^nd more particularly, that Theor 
ought CO precede Praaift. Surely we mnH have a prope 
Tiew.of chjejmmenfe Perfe^lipo, Beauty and Goodnefs c 
God^ before we . gm rationally defire to have a Conformic 
to, or Commuoiioi) witi him ; pr before . we can be trul 
4efirou8 .ot haying the Divine Iqoage imprefled upon ou 
^ouls by the Supernatural Grace' of fleg^npration. W 
nuift needb have a clear and diftind Perception of tb 
jnpiacolate Purity » and iofiniti^x glorious Saq6titude of Go 
Jctiovah, before we can popibly. have a ^eep, ttroi^g, painfu 
humbling, diftrefling Senfe, and full ConviAion of our o«V 
.yilencfs. Pollution and U[nholineft. We qiuft difcover th 
iMvine PerfeOion and Beaaty, before we can percieve oa 
own utter Imperfedion and naoft spon^rous (moral) Dtior 
inity. (Videre rite debemns^ Dium efle vei ipfam plani 
Divinam Ommitudintm omnium pompoffibilinm Perfedtionuic 
ipfinitarnm, quam Maxime, et abfolnte realium, antequaio 
rede perctpere valeamus, nospro iV/Af/« effeomnino.) In 
plain £ngli(h; We mud needs fee, and know that the Cre- 
ator b AUf before we can poffibly know that the Cnatun is 
Notbimg^ yea, even lefs than Nothing, a^d altogether Vanity 
We nift havf a dear, and moft diftiAft rer^£tion of the 
y ' "' ■""■•? " " infinite 
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u&aite Greatnefs, infinite 8eaaty'& infinite Bsncficence of th^ 
i^erna] Godhead, beforef 9te can difcover'che iofiniie Evil, 
•Malignity, and Deformity of Sin ; or the infinitely execrable 
Tai:pitade and Criminalcy of Ingratitude. It behoves us, 
moreover, to h^ve a due Underlkinding bf the Relation we 
fiand in. tp God aa oqr onoft adorable Creator, Preferver, 
Redeeme;; and ^//rno/.Benefa&or; In 'order to our being 
properly fenfible how great oar Obligations to Love and 
Gratitode) iieceir4rily refultiog from this everlafting and 
Bioft.podeariog Relation, are; Jn one Word, we mull have 
> clear an4 d^ind Knowledge, and perfed Convidlion of 
oor iodiipeafable Dmi towards God, our Neighbours and 
OvfjAycB, ao4. whence they arife^ before we can rightly 
ferform, X^ ^^^ '^6f?rg..i^c can even poffibly fo much at 
4ifirt to fipiiKm the iame. 

" Hjcnoe it is. plain, ti^at Theorie Divinity muft aliuayt 
treceie Px«&ic Dt<vinity, And henee Divines do roundly 
Mr, that, .we mull not only know God as a Being of 
vPondlefs Perfe^ion and B€ndficence« in general i but aifa 
<|tat we muft know him as a Triune God of abfolute All- 
'efficiency » in particular, btfort we (wboUiye under the mod: 
%iDe Ljght of the Eternal Gofpel of our mod blefTed Lord 
*Qd SavioQf, Jefus Chrift, and have arrived at the Age of 
I^ifcretiiD|p). can po^bly become the Subjects of a mod holy, 
M truly, Salutary Faith^ or of real Religion. For true it i.% 
<bat faVing Faith prefuppifti l^nowledge of God and Chrift, 
^ alfo of the Method, or Way of Salvation, laid down, and 
^hibited to us in the moft glorious plan of the fuirlafiing 
^•/pef, 1 fay a ifidfl holy, and ipoft falutary Faith does 
fjways neceflarily preluppofe a due Knowledge of the 
Uifioitely Sacred Trinity, s^nd his perfe£l Atlfufiiciency ; 
as^lfo of Man:i £:ictreme Miiery. In orderto Salvatirn, 
^<en, we muft be deeply Ceniible of our own infinite Wretch-' 
cgocff, and our. utter Inability to fave ourfclves from i?. We 
naft have a full Convidion of our Sia snd Guilr, and have 
I'^deep, lively, and didrefiing; Senfe ol our mod excrem'j Need 
of the Redemption, which is in Chrid Jefus. We mud 
koQtf JoimaflQei in a/I lU nod glorious C6araGf.r$ ^^d. 
k .\ "... • , U^^ V ' 
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|4edittoritY C^M. WemaA know Jefot ChrUI as tl 
Supremtly Wiie, or lbfb^alely all -wife Prvpbei, to difi 
Imdieftaar Davknefe' by iKominathig, teaching and 
in^ us with bis moft kdy Wt>rd and Spirit i- as tke ] 
liigb Pried ^ to attone lor mil oaf 'Sins by hk moft 
Painon» ufioitelf ditokb Agony, and omnipotently 
j^eath ; a^a moft gtoHoas; and triamphant Kingt to ] 
defend and keep utliy his Aimiglitf' Power; before \ 
(ifficerely beliei^, in^Hixn, or, in good earnefti^endeai 
glorify God by Him. * Wemuftalfo know th^ '/foi| 
a« San^ifier and Comforter. ' W« rouft have dae Km 
of the atiColace Allfiifficicncy of the triuhe l>etcy, and 

gsrfcd SalvMion, that is in Him.' Yeapn one Wo 
ternal Happiaeft depend^ on^ the- tree Knowledge 
Trinity.* (Job. xvii« 3". ) Hov^ 'deplorable, then, 
mfAi excefire Folfy> and monftroiis Perveriity of th 
bappf 'MoRaUyi who call Ignorant the Mother; or 
dk Devotion and Piety ^'vi^nly ftudyiiig to plevfe C 
a blind Obedience I Mifcaken Zealots thefe f Wb 
tnoft violent ftr<^8 upon a ilri£t Obfervance df a great 
of bodily BxercitMi aiid external' Works (opera -t 
even the amty Form of Godiinefs in which the real 
daciQD, erne Subilance and' very Life of unfeigned Piety, 
a clear Kf^l^dfe, aitd moft profound Sen/e of the 
defy, parle/j Majefiy^ mofi exuberani Geodnefs^ and /'; 
tranfaodept Btemty •/ /^ Dief^^ is wanting f 

but iho* it is certaiii that Jbtorj moft in] ways ] 
PtaAice; tbat being the fia6c, Motive and End o 
yet all that Species of |Cnowledge'(by feme termed 
Knomfledge) wbitb does hoc move the Will, ir.flue 
ConduA, and mend the Heart r 1 ^ay, this merely 
iHtive iicier.cfc of' divive Verities, or thi!^ faint, im 
tf/d^Sortof Knowledge, which does not realty fer 
Spring tr* cveryVfrtuous Aftion, nor eiFedlually mi 
th^ «iho)e Life, ii f6 far f rOm being truely falutary t( 
that it \vi1 only aggnnvafe their Guilt and inbaric 
i^ifet) \ ^Tbectegy^ then, or Religion^ before it can 



Tbk PR^ P AC£. 

t^ove tmAf/klttt^ to Mta, and be In y/ttf Deed /«r« 

/i^p ineft be both Theorkil tod PraAical. 

Defirooi o( €oatributing my poor ttite towards the Pro* 

aiotion of Ipeealative and A&a^c Diftni(/» or real Re«, 

iigioo, I have Tutored to offen the ^hni^gtcaiJfhifit, and 

creQinjr OifiM/tfto the Candour of.theawfot Poblic. 

^ The fhi§kgical Tbtftt conftic^te a very compendioai^ 

iiicgaot and moft nervom Syfttui of N^twrml and ^a/rr- 

MfiiariJ^ of TAimc and Praaic Theology. ' I cannot- bu& 

flatter oyil^f, that thefi; Theological Pofidont, pemfed 

frith doe AttentJop, examined w^ith drift Caodoorand Im* 

pertialiiy, wittfofficlently recommend themtelvct lo all fin- 

ccre Adn^ron of the.mbft facred Science:Of * Oiyine Truths, 

(the Impciri^ffioli and Inaccuracy of my TraafiatKm not-« 

anthfiandii^.) To all at . leaft,. who aio nfH the greaiieft 

Adepts in\Div]nity, I would recottmeadu noft candid^ 

Attenu're and reiterated Peraftl of this^oitfr ^m, whkh 

^{ V9^ tfid ihortt cannot. /ail, by the Cdacorrence o( 

adifinefileffing, previonfliy implored* 10 prove Smiat^ 

inddeUghtfttL * , «. . 

. Tochefe Th0§hgkml Thifis, coQpreh^faded Hi one Hob?^ 

^ concife Se£lioni, J have annexed^ and fofajoHMd my 

^Xtcoor^... That there it no rem a ifcy Wo locfM^grnkr m 

Ikii Aaacapon, may appear if we confider.diet the ^i^^. 

^ wj Oifippurfe is a moft conqpendio«i» perfeft and aaaft. 

t^Midfol Synopfis^ or Bpitome of $|caHeai^»and JiOkte 

•waiiy, or Religion. 

, UyDefigo inpabliflun^die foDoiflas Woil»,.was ttf 
prdcnt my Countrymen»who for want ofA|^ and O^ 
Pl^rtimity, hav^.made no great Piufakwcy. lo DMiity,. 
^ wfaofe Salvation I (oogfat) «araeilf to wilk» with a^ 

, «orc^ plain, and comprehenfive Sketdi oftlie chief Pinndplea'' 
flf ChriOianity. If fome Unlearned deme a^ Bdifiomo ; if 
me ftobborn Offenders are effieaiiAlycosmced^ mad it r 
me broken-hearted, very difeoofhlate oad f acmly peaapcct 
men derive any QHiiohition ; Yea, if Att derive insae real 
¥^ toM Advanugefrom the Perufalnr sa? Ml pobSc Pie^ 
riaajpn. I i^all dcsem myfalf moio tj^ atoidpwdf ccwaidc^^ 
Smcf ihf ioCoiVcT/ gnrai; nnd Ml Ow s s oi fa i^i39i4»i 
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ki'ciittnejf of #//tIie PhyfictI, and Moral Perfeflions of Godl. 
Jehovah> in ConjaoAion with His illimitable Beneficence; 
^onftitute the only Bafis and Motive of all true Religion, I 
have iii my Difcoarfe defigaedly given the bed Difpiay of 
them in my Power, ho{}eing that, by the CbDCortence of 
Divine Grace, foaie might get fuch »Sight/or j^nowledge,^ 
and be imprefTed with fdch a profound^ ftrong, lively, and 
permanent Sen(e of the amiable and tremendout Grtatnefs'; 
Goodntfi and Beauty of the Lord God, as may efFedually 
difpofe, incltjne and enable them u l9ve Jbht wtb all their 
heart, nvitb all their S§ul, with all- their Mind, ^with all 
their TJnderfianiifi'i^ and 'with all their Strength i And their 
Neighboars as themfeives. What excellent, rtoble, gldri- 
cms, beaatiftf 1, aikl, tho* not in Degree^ Yet in l^nd^ PerfiSi 
Beings would we all be, if we were aft to /klfil tW. infinictlf 
reafonable and moft Divine Law of the Lord our God f 
{N ' B, fhe Law is a Rule ^f^urfiet Aas, prtfcribed to «> 
by Him, who has the Right to obligate us, to do and ferform 
ftrtain Deids^andto omit otbirs,) 

And now I would yet remark, that God ii, and onlf 
it to be loved, feared, and glorifi^ed by all his Creatures 
for^ or ufon the Account of his EJfential PeffeSion, an^ 
Actual Beneficience; or; in other Words, for all he is^wtid 
for all he does. Bec^tifeall hi is, is infinitely ^cell^t ; and 
all he does, is infinitely njoeJl done, and coniequently, ftrfeS 
Beneficence. This we plight tO remember - well, in order to 
have a joft and clear Perception of the tnly true Foundation 
6f all real Religion | awl to prevent Coofiilion in a Mat- 
ter of the laft Impotance. .. -f 
And finceGod is infinitely perfe£l;, infinitely Beneficient, infi- 
tiitely Beautiful, and, Trsreforb, an infinitely amiable Be-^ 
irg, let us lonjt Him moft fupreroely, even onto all Eternity f 
And if our Neighbours are jnft fo good by Nature as we ; juft 
fp fie and able to promote the Honour and Declarati^j^ 
Clorv of the Creator, and the Happinefs of the Creatuttsi 
and by juft and nectflary Confequ6nce, in the fame Degree 
ird Meafure amiable as we - are curfelvei; then furely we. 
jiiuli love them juft fo much as wo do love, or ought k€ 

love 
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Icre oarfelves. For e?er? Thing is to be loved according 
to the ^i^ttiitf of its Perfefiion, Beaoty and Goodneis.,' 
I fty the rooft fttpreraa Acafon and perfefl Equity require, 
that ail L9vt bear an exa£l Proportion (o, and be molt per* 
fe&ly comiDenfurai^ with the Quantity of the Ferfedion..: 
Beauty and Goodnefs of the dbjcA of Love^ or the Thing 
propofed to be loved. And hence we eafiiy infer the' 
p«i fed Equity* and infinite Reafonablenefs of the DMns 
hvM. . An^ hence we fee the great Vnreafinabltnifs, an4 
^ir^utrfitf of jintinomiamjm . ' ' * 

But furthermore, if we are to love oar Neighbours «/^ 
■ cnrfelvesy 0« let us not then, prefuine to judge, ienture and 
' condemn one another; neither let us Supercilioufly deca^ 
oorfetires better and more excellent than our Neighboars^' 
. bnldly and ffoolifhly pretending to know the Heart of the 
! Children of Men, which is the li'rerogatiTe of the Omnicien^ 
God alone. See Philipp. ii. 3. Jam. ; iv. 11, 12» 
13, t^. I. Ccr. iv. 3, 4, 5. Luke vi. 37. Ifa. Ixv. 
^. Liike xviii. 9, 10, 11. 12, 13,14. I. Kiogsviii. 39. 
Yea, let us not love our Fritnds only ; bat even our Enemic^ 
alio. Tor beibathveth.awtbtr batb fulfitlid tbt Law, 
Let all the Injuries done us by Friends and Enemies, be 
^boly forgiven; JForgotten, and buried in ferpttual Oblivion 
h/ D6. Surely it is much n)6re generous, noble and grand, 
to fergivif and much more manly to dtf^fe^ than to rt^tni9 
all kfurits. Let Os then, O ! let us for God^s Sake ! Love 
<il/ our n&oft cruel,' (worn, inviicerate, and very worft Enemiej $ 
tod liberally, and frankly, and entirdy, and pefhQ.\y forgive 
fbem all the moft feniible, all the very worft, even all, all 
ik lijurics they have done us, v/iihout any Exception what- 
soever. Let u* (purl u'i lit, and in perfedl Obedience to the 
(obliina Precept, atid moll (olem lojjnAion of our infinitely 
Uiiable ai^'d moil adotable Redeemer) O ! fet us a// Love 
•or Enemies, blefi tnem tbac curfe us, co good to theni 
diat hate us; and pray for ihem which Qefpstefully ufe us, 
^'d perfe^uce us : That we icay be the Children of our 
father which is in IJesven : hor he makeih his Sun to 
[ nie on ^he Evil and en the Goc^l, an<i f«ndeth Rain en the 
[' . ' iff -Jy^f^ 
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Juft an^^OA the Vn^ufi. For tf ye (our Saviour telb aa) l^Ves 
dtem wfudi love 3fo)j» what Reward have ye ? t)o not even 
tfce Publica^is the faine ? And if ye Cairns your Brethren onlyf 
^ba't do ye mote than otbtrs f Do not eve» the Publicans 
Spf BE YE THEREFORE PERFECT, EVEN AS 
YbOR father; VJthO is in HEAVEN, IS 
FE|IFECT. What a nioft Pwintly fablime Precept is this ?! 
what a noft Tremendous Blow at the very Root of 
Aqttnomianifm ! Surdy an Injundion this, perfe^Ty worthy 
dt tlbe'ln'finitely great, and abfolntely fovereiga Lawgiver of 
the , Uonrerfe. 

O I Let OS then ooe and all of na, who name the Nans. 
Cf Cbriily labour, and coDtribme oiir ftrongeft Efforts to. 
Ibilild np,and not to pull down and deftroy titrne Philadelphia. 
iTea, let us cultivate, cherifh and cxcrcife a moft extei>five# 
tJniveriial, fincere and cordial Philanthropia^ or Love of 
Silfankind. JBe our Bint^oUnct quite general I O ! How 
iruely noble, how ihoft fupereminantly excellent, how ex- 
tremely grand, how Very glorious, how moll Godlih is in- 
Yincible Charity^ and univerfai Bgnfvsience ! 

And now may the Alinighty and Eternal God, who& 

G^odncfsand Grace are infinite, have^lercy upon, and moft 

potently and effedually fuppbrt, protc^ and defend his whold 

militant, and immenftly beloved Church, groaning under 

th^ FreiTare of a moft grievous Crofs, firugling with great 

Tribulation, deep Diftrefsi fierce Calamity, difmU 

Anguifti ; and haften its Deliver^ce ! While we commit 

our American Zion to the Care, and moft graciooe Prd^ 

te^ion of ^he infinitely Faithful, Omnipotent, and Eternal 

Jehovah, who is the fupreme Head of his univerfai Churchy 

militant and 'triumphant. May the Allfufficient God be 

gracioofly pleaded to repleni(h, and adorn all the Paftora 

and Teachers, who keep Watch upon the Walb of th* 

Chriftian ZIon, with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit; may he 

make them faithful in the Execution of their piftpral Officej 

and enable them all to approve themfclves well to God by 

a full Difcharge of their moft arduous Duty, and caofe 

theiii to gain m^ny^ Mta^ Soul for Jcfus» the great Lordf 

and 
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pnd moft gbrioarKlng of che Cirarck. Aftd O iha^ all Umi 
IMiriSoas, tad -OiiTcntiOAs, to»eth«r with tlie (evil) Cauiii 
(rf (be ftnie, which do noft onoappily Sabfift betweea Miiiif* 
ten and Peap'e, were mod bappiljr renK>ved from amoig 
tMn by rile God of F^ce, who m • God of Order, jm 
of Con/afion. ,0 i Tjiac all their iieaits were firmlf .Mir 
ted, to the [ncent that the/ might all unanimuuily and con- 
]mly maiotaia a mod Oivioe \yarfare againft (ha triple 
Hoft, and ' alt the united Powers of paxkneCs, and moft 
bpid Empire of Satan i Chat they might alfo vigotirouflf 
oppofe ail Herefies, SaperfticioD» Faaaticifoi, even all tho 
i>oQrioes of Devils, and deceitfiil Teachers, yea, every 
. i Sentim^t repagaant to the^moft Holy Word apd Will 
^ ; of Q'6d. O I That they (I mean all the Minifters of th« 
^\\ ererlafting 6o(pei of Jefus Chrift ) migtit ftijuly to live in 
^^1 Love, Peace and perfect fjarniony with one another, and 
' firive, and ftmggie, and fight, even to an Agony, for th« 
^. grand Caofe of the.moft^gloripui Qod, for which the/ 
^' nay alTaredly exp^ ikt tojEiiilc^ ffkcionu moft exceed* 
bg great and eternal EUwarS bf'goM and faithful Servants^ 
the fiauJit^ the <ur^// i^c#j e^n^tke efemal Approbation, 
fl pAptrfe^ SalwLttM of '{f«d .10 the Heavenly Zion, whic^ 
^ ii above. Btbold^ (it chiM«q^ the moft exadt and vt rjr 
grnteft poffible Attention, ilieTefore,) Btholdl Honu good 
«*J pyfiil a Tfnug it is : Brethren to i'lpell together in 
Vmty. ft is like the precious Ointment on the Head ^ thai 
fen down to the Beard^ even unto Aarons Beards and wen0 
, f4wa to the Skirts of bis Ctoatiing, Like as the Dew 0/ Her" 
I* lw«» which feirupon the Htll of T^ion a For there the Urd 
t^mifed bis BleJJing, and Lifis for evermore. 

In fine, let us one and all adl in all Things according Co 
Oir bdl I4£ht ; and moft fervently pray to the eternal Fa-P 
^, the Source, the Fountain and inexhauftible Fulneft 
of aO Lights, from whom all good Gifts, and all perfedt 
Gifti defcend in boun^lefs and fternal Showers, for the 
kigheft, (reateft, and moft abundant Meafures of Ligh^ 
(aowledge and Wifdom. Let os promote the Glory of 
Ar iD^aitd/ great/ And moft ben«fici«nt Creator ; and the 



Y 



Tk* P R E f A C E. 

^Ucitf of all oar Fdlow-Creatures as much as pofTi 
(Which God of his infiaiee Mercy granc ui all, for Chr 
Sake, bf the Holy Ghoft. And now, Chriftian and c 
|)Olored Readers, learing yoq. co the f pecial Care of 
Yioe. Providence, I wi(h voa a temporal, ectrnal and ■ 
yMlM podible WELFARE J . . 

r- • — • ■ ••' 

New* York, 
; Sep. 6. Aaoq} 1766. 






THEOLOGICAL THESES. 

;,§.!. 

SINCE we do certainly know, that ffc, and 
ochcr Things cxift, and as it is no lefsf 
clear to us, th^t there cnuft be a Reafon^ 
and therefore alfo a Caufe, by Virtue 
cf which we dp rather exift, than not, and 
rather in this than another Manner ; even as 
this is moft certain to us with RcUtion to all 
other Things. Without any Delay, or Hefi- 
tation, therefore, we yield our firm Aflfcnt to 
this Propofition : Nothing is^ is done^ or bap" 
fens in tie World without ^a fuficient Reafon. 
Which Maxim is termed the Principle of fuf- 
fmt Reafon. 

5. II. Therefore Since every Thing, which 

does cxift, hasaCaufe f§.i.)? then we muft 

have one like wife. But that Caufe muft either 

be in us, mx without us *, if it be in us, then 

We cannot but exift, nor can we cxift in any 

pther Manner, than wc do exiil, and thus we 

^oijld be neccffary. But we may not exift, 

pr wc may alfo exift after another Mode, as 

|n very Deed we have not always exifted, nor 

pther Things without us. Therefore neither we, 

>or other Things without us exift necefl&rily ; 

i^^Cdttfi then of our Exiftenu is not in our- 

Ahes. 

, V III. And if the Caufe of our Exiftcnce 
P^ not ia us ourfelvesj it is without us. But 
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by irjvcftigating the Caufe, we cannot proceed 
joifioicely, or into InBnkf , becaufe then a fuf* 
Smnt Reafon (or Caufe of E^iftence) would 
never bo found; therefore we miift finally 
eoaie to the Pricne/or 6r{( Caufe •, this CauTe 
cannot poffibly have the Reafon of its Exiftenre 
in another Caufe : Qtherwife it would not be 
the firft, therefore it hai the Reafon of 
ks Exlftencc in icfclf -, therefore it is necef- 
ftryi it cannot but exift (^. ii). The firj^ 
ii^fi% therefore, wliich is God, ejfifts neceffa- 
lily. 

§• IV. Since God exifts of himrdf, or is 
Self-exfftcnt (§. iii.). He has, whatever he ha^ 
of himielf \ therefore there ca^ be no Reafon 
dth^Srin God, or without God, why any one 
of lus Perfe^ons ihould be limited by any cer- 
ttia Degrees, (ox circumlcribed by axiy Boundsj 
tberefore h is ij^nife^ poSTcfling in a moft eipj- 
nent Manner and it on&e all Realities and Per** 
fbaionv 

§« V, Becs^ufe God exifts neceflarily and of 
llimrdf (§. iii.), h€ is ^16 Eternal \ that is, 
iieis witiuiuf Qcginnin^ and End : For if h<^ 
Wai«dt£teraal, he might once have not exifted, 
which is repugnant to NecelBcy. Boethiui 
iiiv^i u« the following Definition of God's i£« 
ternity ; InterminabiRs vit^ Ma 'Simul Simut 
!^j^J<''Sa fjQjfefio. H/9^«d.fkice in the invariable 
:^8ence of God ihere^s no Succeffioo oetthcr 
Vi'ilia Undcrftaodingi CQr in hia WiM, we da 
■ - • ■ ---'T^'' '■'■•'- - '' ^''- hencQ ' 
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heo6e exclu^ all former and latter* But iF 
joa abftradt the Eternity of Grod from hift Ef^ 
fence, and take ic in the vagufe and vulgat 
Senfe for an in^nicb Duration^ you will (earcdx 
ht able to prevent confounding the Notion of 
Eternity, with that of Priority and Pofleriorityt 
or of an infinite Succefllon of Moments. 

§. VI. Bccaufe God is Infinite (§. iv.\ ht 
is atfo Immenfe or Omniprefent. Bot take 
Heed, left you" confound the Idea of God*i 
OmQiprefence with that of Excenfion. Theft 
Conceptions therefore are to be explained : 
For Prefence is nothing elfe but the proximate. 
Refpcdt ef one Thing that exifts to another 
Thing that exifts ; or it is that State of one 
Thing (with regard) to another, by Rteafon of 
^hich one Thing ads or can aft immediately 
on another Things and by reafon of which it 
aftsor can fuflfcr. Therefore as Thing« arf 
of a different Nature, fo the SpcCies or "Kindt 
of Prelcnce are different j Bodies, Ae Adbioni 
»d Pafllons of which confift only in Motion^ 
are prefent whcte they touch or can touch (each . 
other) ; Spirts, which cannot otherwife iiSt Of , 
fuffer'^ihan by Undcrftandihg and Will, aft' 
prefent to thofe Things, which they can repie* 
fehi to themfelvcs by the Underftanding^ and^, 
Jove by the Will ; hence it is well faid i'^ 
^be Scut if there^ where it lover. Finally finfie 
Gjod docs not otherwife aft but by a moft fim-^^ 
pIc and infinite A& of his Undcrftandinp and ' 



^iil^ he is Omniprcfent, in as much as he ff- 
prcfents to himlelf all Things without ExcrjJ-^ 
tion together apd at once, and as he (uftains^ 
iupports, moderates aftd governs thehi by hll 
iivoft potent Nod. 1 

§. VII. That which is neccffary and infi- 
nite, muft be Ofie : For abfolutc Ncceflity i^ 
tjniform and admits ot no Variation ; two in-: 
fihite Things cannot confift at once. There- 
fore becaufe Ged is ncceflary C§. iii.), and in* 
finite (§r. vi.\ be is onfyj or one. Befides there 
IS no rcafon, why there fhould be riiore Gods : 
For one is fufficient ; but without a fufficitn' 
Rcalon nothing can be, therefore too there cai 
not ht many Gods. ■ To this the wilcft of th4 
Gentiles agree •, Sophocles in Eutcb. pref. Evang 
Lib. 13. 

§. VlII. Since God is indeed the Catife o 
all Things, which exift (§. iii.)^ and confc 
quently has produced them out oJ Nothing 
And as other Things,* which do exift, wer< 
equally poffible,'hc might have beftowed Ex 
iftence upon them -too ; therefore be is pojfeje 
hf OmnipGience,' which is ^ Power producing a 
Things into a State; of AdOality ( i.e. of res 
Exiftcnce). At appears then, that the OKk 61: r 
the Divine Omnipotence are not fuch Thirj 
is imply a Contia^diftion ; for thofc are In 
jioffibilifK'S, mere Nothing, and, by reafon c 
the Rfpugnancy and mutual Dcftrudion c 
iihcTciAris, cannbt be ccnccvicd 9f. 

Where 



[ 5 3 
: §. ,IX. Where there is Compofition, there are 
Limits, but in God are no Limits (^. ivj, tbere-K 
fore Cmpofition can have no Plac€ in God. There- 
fore an infinite and moft perfect Being is fimp'e^ 
confcquently a Spirit. An extended God is 
BO God. 

§. X.. Therefore from the various Attributes, 
v/hich we admire in God, arifes no Compofi- 
tion, but only in our Manner of conceiving. 
Whatever is in God, h God- himlelf, and be- 
longs to the Moft fimple Effence of God, 
which, as it afts difitrrcntly on different Objcfts, 
fo we affign different Names to thcle different 
Operations of the moft fimple Effence of 
God. // is therefore clear that the Divine Per- 
feSions^ as we take it or prefiime, are nothing 
tlje but the different Relations^ which the Effence 
if God has to dfferent OhjeSls. 

§. IX. Since God has produced all Things 
f§. vii J, fo that the whole World is his Work, 
and fincc by the Work we may judge with 
Certainty concerning the Wifdom and Art or 
Skill of the Artift ; then, verily, the Perfedlions 
of God may be folidly evinced from that ad- 
mirable Work, viz. this Univerfe : For there 
is Nothing, but what is evidently defigncd to 
anfwcr fome End ; yea, the particular Ends 
of Things natural may always be refolved into 
more genet al (Ends) consequently they are 
Means, and even the very beft and moft fhort.. 
to higher Ends : For he is wife^ who knows 
B v^ 
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i6 propoft onto bimfeif the very beft End, iitii 
to dt& the moft fuitable, and very (hoiteft b 
coxnpafs this End. ; 

$. XII. From the fame Work the Gbodnei 
of God is alfo manifcft : for whence dot 
Man exifl: capable of Happinefs ? How come 
it that t© the Neccflary Supports of Life i 
fuperaded the moft jTolid and exqufite Delighi 
but becaufe God is moft fupremcly Good 
Yea, among the Cauies, for which God mad 
Beings, his Goodneis is the chief, viz. that b 
inight communicate the fame. Patience^ Ccmifr 
ration &c. art, as it were. Branches of thi 
Goodnefs. Many Gentiles have greatly praifc^ 
this Goodnefs of God, 

§• XIII. From Wifdotn joined to Goodnei 
arifes (or refults) Juftice.; therefore fince Go 
IS Wife (§. xi.), and Good (^. xii.), be is Juj 
too, he rewards good Deeds, and punifhc 
cVil Deeds. 

The highcft Degree of Juftice is Sanftitj 
or H^linefs^ whith is verfant about mon 
Good and Evil. But fmce God poffeffcs th 
highcft Degree of Wifdom and Goodnefs, / 
is even moft^Juft \ hence he muft abhor ev 
Aftions, and teftify hishatredby Punifhmcnt 
He cannot but compenfate or countervail fc 
ah expiatory Punifhment the (urfiverfal) Harnx 
ny of Things, which is violated by Sin ; tk 
OiDd ows himfelf. 

1f9ho docM not from thence plainly perctiv 
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|hat vindivflivc Ju.lice is by no means Arbitrary, 

but rnqft perfect:/ natural tq God ? The Jufticc 
of God is likswik celebrated by the Gentiles. 

§. XIV. Since God is molt Wife, hfc could 
not but propofc the very beft ;pofl[ible End to. 
MtnfelJ i but fince he is at the lame time infinite^ 
infomuch that nothing new can be added to his 
Perfedions C§. iv.)» he cannot have intended any 
Thing befides the Manifeftation of his Glory. 
And therefore that is the moilfupreme and gene- 
ral End ot God/ that by his Works he might ex- 
hibit his infinite Ferfedlions and Excellencies 
without himfclf ; therefore he admirably difplays 
his Glory, ^which is as it w<;r2 the Sum and 
Weight of the Divine P^feAions. And to that 
fuprcmeEnd innumerable other -particular Ends, 
bjf a contihtial ' and mod.arctui Series, are 
Subordinate. , • 

'§. XV. Since God ftiines- fo brightly by fo 

maoy admirable Perfettions, both phyfical and 

oidral, and fince h6 will alio be glorified in (all) 

hit Works ( §. xiv. ), we cannot but be filled 

#ith profound Reverence by realon of thefe, arid. 

with gratitude by reafon of thoft: towards God, 

Anxi tbiifce arifes tie Service of Him^ which con- 

fifts in aftions, the motives of whichare thc.Divine 

Perfc'ftions. To thjs acceeds ipprc elpeeially the 

Confideration of the Di>^ine Juftice, rewarding 

xhe good Deeds, and punilhing the evil peeds, 

as the principal motive to perform Aftions for 

Gad's Glory. 



§. XVI. Thefe Adtions toeing naturally ^n- 
fdrmible to thePerefdions of the Deity, fo thinj 
the Contrary of them is dircdlly repugnant to the 
Holinefs ot God ( §. xiii. ), and likcwife l>ecauf($ 
thefe good Adlions by their own Nature and 
Effencc render Man happy^ and contrarily evil 
A/Siions by their own Effence render him mifera-^ 
,We or wretched, and ronfcqucntly. were luch In 
an ideal State, before God decreed the Exiftencd 
of this World, or Univcrfe, the Decree of God 
' can not be the Caufc of the Goodnefs and Badnefs 
of the fame, and therefore they are fo antecedent- 
ly to the will of God. - So that the morality oj 
Anions is intrinfic^ not arbitrary. Gould, I be< 
, leech you, the infinitely good God injoin as i 
Duty, the Hatred of the moft (uprcme Good, 
which is moft fuperlatively, yea, infinitelj 
amiable, could he command ingratitude toward 
a Bencfaftor, &c ? 

§. XVII. Since therefore moral AElions hav( 

the Nature (ratio) of Honcfty and Turpitude 

f good and cv i^ in themfclvcs, not without o 

beyond chemfelves ( §. xvi. ) they are fuch. (vi: 

good or evil) neccffarily ( §. ii. ), confcqucnt) 

fuch from Eternity ( §. v, ) ; And fince thei 

Rule fi. c. the rule of moral Aftions) is terme 

ihe Law of Nature^ ii muft likewife be eterna 

indifpenfable. That the remunerative and funitii 

Jujtice of God alio, bccaufe it is verfant. about tl: 

Obfcrvance (and non Obfervance) of this in diljpci 

iS6/i? Law, can not be dvf^wfed m\.Vv^ tvtith 

/. ' H^\^ 
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^ith regard to Rewards, or Punifhmcnts, does 

thence clearly follow. 

§. XVIIL Thence it is alfo manifcft, that 
God by injoining Aftions good antecedently to 
his Will, does noc deal with us like a fuprt^me 
I'ing making Laws according to his arbitrary 
Plealure, only to difplay his fupremacy and Au- 
thority, whofe Will is inftead of a Reafon \ but 
rjther chat He treats us according to his Good- 
n^fs f§. xii. /taking upon him the Relation of a 
mod benign Lord and Father, appointing fuch 
Means, by. which we may be rendered mortthap* 
py-, infoniuch that if wc were but wife, we 
;ivould injoin the lame Duties on ourfelves, which 
the Law challenges at our Hands. 

§. XIX. Since God cannot difpenfe with his 
Juftice either with regard to rewards for the good« 
or with Relation to Puniflimcnts for the evil 
f§. xvii.), and nevcrthelcfs experience teaches^ that 
in this Life evil happens to the good, and g#od 
tQthe evil,// is thence concluded with certUude^tbat 
totre is another Life to be expelled after tbis^ in 
'Which there will be a Compsnfation of^ood and 
iffil Anions according to the rigour of. the Divine 
Juftice. 

^XX.Pi.nA if God will diftribute Rewards and 

Punifhments (§.xix.), the Soul mufi contine in 

icings or exiji after Deaths and by cor.fequence it 

is immortal, fo that the SouJ is not only not to be 

^Jcftroyed, but that it will retain the Nture of 

fesrfonalicy. Likewifc the Spirituality and /w- 
{ - - . - . ^^^^ 



mrtalUy of the Soul may be; clearly evince^ fron 
the Operations of the fame : Fqr what'? Cai 
even the moft fubcile Matter reprcfcnt to itfel 
Objed?, and diftinguilh the difFerenqe of thef 
(Obj^jfts) from itleU ? Can matter judge, fu(pcn< 
Judgement) can it conned Refonings, and Idea 
to and among one anpther ? I cannot belier 
K, Plato« among other Gfentiles, has efpeciall; 
acknowledged the Immortality of the Soul. 

§. XXI. Man by dqly attending to his owj 
ASiions, ;s convinced, that. he has n)oft frequent 
)y^ as well as Knowingly, wiltuUy and moi 
audacioufly tranlgreiTed that eternal Law (§ 
xvii.}* vbicfa Grod has propofed as a moft be 
nign Father, from the Motive of Man's ow 
Felicity (§. xviii J \ therefore he cannot but fhuc 
^cr/and trenobleit the ferere Juflice of Gqc 
ivhich neceffarily requires that condign Punifh 
H«nt be inffifted on Sin : That bear Penitcnc 
IB not fuffici?nt to reconcile God, even th 
Gimtiies too Ivave acknowledged by their Sacr ; 
•ficea. Hence Man knows not whither he tta. 
l«rn himfelf, he fcelcs Confolation, he does m^i 
anxioufly feirch for tbp Means oit appealing th 
Deity. 

§. JXII. But b vain does Rcafonfeekfc 
a true Atonement in itfelf. The moft fuprcni 
Goodnefc of God does indeed fcem to gi^ 
■fomc Hop<5 (§.xvii\ buthis fevere Juftice de 
^roys Hope (§. xiil.)« butthe ^vdmirabie and^ 
(nibble 'ComU^ti&p of divine Mercy and Juftic 



ii utterly Impervious to human Riafon, as Ibnflj 
as God himfeif does not open the Trcafures of 
his Wifdbin; Therefore ic is abfolutcly ncceflary 
that. God interpofe, iifat God himfelf exhibit 
and reveal the Means bf Exptation^ or Recon- 
ciliation. Wbat Wonder, if the more fage Gcn- 
lifes lived in Anxiety and died in Doubt? The 
Utter Infufficicncy therefore of all naturail Know- 
ledge, and the abfolute Ntccflity of a divine Re- 
velation )fi put in the cleareft -Light. 

5. XXWl. Reafon does indeed ftifpcft, that 
there is a Revelation : For when it takes the 
moft fuperlative Goodnefs of God into Confidc- 
ration(§.xii.), when it reflefts with due Atten- 
tion, tliat God by his providential Care ftill chc- 
rilhts Mankind, it tht nee infers, that God hatf 
» Purpoft of Grace in his Mind/ and that he 
Jiimfelf will procure a Reconciliaihn for Mens 
ind that he has either already revealed if by fu- 
pematiiral Light, or thai be will repeal itJ^e^ 
^fter. Thus Socrates% defpairing of all Philofo- 
ph]r,<rdfije6lureel, that it might cenne to pafs, that 
at a fdtufcTimc fornc one might defcend from 
Heaven, and teach Men the true Way to God. 

§. iXlt^. And if noxv {uch a Revelation doe j 
«ccur, or if we find fuch a Revelation, which' 
'hunmends itfelf by the moft indubitable Cha- 
fafterirtics of Divinity, viz fiich a Revelation, af 
'5 not contrary to the Notions of found Reafon, 
Initperfcfts them, fupplics the defeats of keafon^ 
«nd vi^hich difcovcfs fuch a Means of Deliverance^ 
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itn which 'the very highcft CommiicratiDn*. 
julticc and Wifdom of God confpire and har- 
monize in a pcrfcft and mofl: amicable Manner 
(§. xxit.)> -»nd therefore Solaces, crefts and Sane- ' 
tific'S tnifcrablc Man •, then, verily, real Reafon 
adnaoniihes, perluades, urges, that we rtceivc, 
\^Uhan cag^r and grateful Mind, fuch a Revela- 
tion as a moft precious Gift of a merciful God. 
§. XXF. But of all the fupernatural Re- 
velations boafled of in the World, that only, 
.>vhich is contained in the Bible of the Chriftian^, 
u endued with the trueCharafters or Marks of Di- 
vinity Cof a divine Origin^ which is by fo much 
the more firmly believed, as the Matter is more 
ckcply and minutely Icrutinized : Here is Doc- 
trine worthy of a God, every way fuited to the In^- 
pot^ncy of a miferable Sinner ; the Precepts arc i 
Holy* ratified by the moft excellent Promife^ v | 
the Predidions demonfbate that the Omnifcient 
fpeaks i the Stile befpeafis Majefty joined 
Vith Simplicity, the Witneffes commend thcrxi- 
fclvcs as worthy of Faith, or faithful from the'tt 
Experience and Candour -, Innumerable Miracles 
" proclaim God the Author. To pafs in SilerC^ 
ihe Tcflimonies of prdfahe Authors colleftcd 1?? 
Grctius concerning Mofes, and many Fafts o^ 
Sucrcd Hiftory •, Have you not fo many Arg'U' 
ments as the Nature of the Affair can admit ? I* 
Rot the (very higheft and) moft complete utioir^ 
^Evidence at Hand? .. ^ . . 

^.XXFL Thence it naturally follows, that th« 



Lnd or Intention oi God in giving this Revela^ 
ion is chat Men by the fame may be made hap* 
)y/ Johr y: 39. 2 Tim. iil : 15, 17. 

§. XXFli. Since the Revelation ot Chriftians 
comprehended in the lacred Scriptures, docs by- 
its own Marks nianifeft its Divine Origin witli 
Certainty f§. xxv.)^ U muft b^ acknowledged to be 
ih Ofify Principle and Rule of Faith (and Praffice)^ 
and confeguently there is no Room for ^ ito Credit ta 
U ^ivek to private Revelations or Traditions c 
For they muft cither agree with the .Scripture, or 
not: If the latter, they are manifeftly falfe, but 
if the former, there is no Need of them,\ Deut^, 
IV: 1. GaU i: 8. Revel, xxii ;, i8.> 19. ^, 

§. XXFTtt. . Bccaule that the end of Reve-j 
iation is the Salvation ot Mqn(§. xxvi.), it follows 
thcticei that every private Man not only tnay^ but 
'^Ifo mufi read the Scripture^ and alfo interpret if 
^r fo'w/Jr/f, Ifa, . viii : 2d. Aftj xvii,. 11. 2. 
P^. i: 19* Rev. i: 3., Whence the Poftu- 
ate ot the Papifts contending agpinff Na.turalifl:s 
Or peilis) is not Icfs incquitablci than . contrary; 
o Realon; that the Kevelatipn ,was indeed 
rtoCt highly rieceffai7 for Men, ahd that God hast, 
dvcn the lame, that they riiight thence learn the 
JVay to Salvation, and in the meantime that it is 
ipt to be read, fM)r examined by all, to whom it 
J made known. 

. ^ Taw: If a private Inter fretati^ of tie 
Sacred Scripture be not admitted^ the Infallibility 
^fthe Church cannot be proved : For it would be 
4furd to affcrt : This Place (or TcxtJ ijoitite oiic 
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ibc Jofallibility of the Church, bccaufe the infaltf 
blc Church wills, that it (hall be underftood fo 
§. XXX. Since the Scripture is to be inter 
preted(§.xxviii.) it muft be done arcofdifig o 
certain Rules. And fincc the Revelation i 
not repugnant to found Reafon^ but adiils i 
( §. xxiv. ) (for both proceed from God a 
a Gift, inlomuch that it implies no mutal Contra 
didtion, even as Light is not contrary to Light] 
fo in the Interpretation of Scripture no Senfe is /< 
ie admitted^ which evidently dtfiroys the Notiens 
(or Dilates) of Reafon. 

But in order to proceed on a fafe Footing, we 
xnuft duly confider, whether the Thing be indeed 
contrary to Realon, in fo much that it would 
manifeftly everle the eternal Truths ; or whether 
it be only above Rtafon, or unknown to it Cwhilft 
indeed Reafon neither perceives its Conneftion 
with other Truths which may be known by Na- 
ture, nor in the mean Time perceives the impoffi- 
bility of it) and whether it be only adverfe to con- 
tingent Verities or Tiuths. To exaniiine which 
is evidently? the Duty ef Reafon : In as much as 
we are Men alfo through this Faculty, weac- 
l^nowledge God and his Revelation, and even the 
Infufficiency of Re*afon itfelf. Thence it appears* 
that Reafon is tnofi highly ufeful in the Inter fret A- 
tion of Scripture : it is a neceffary Inftrument f* 
judging concerning the Truth/ He therefore 
who utterly renounces, and explodes Reafon, docs 
' 'i.fhefmiQ M if hfc dug qui Y{v% qn^u'^'s^^, xJkjxVr 
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bv to much the better fte tke rays of Light. 
K^XXI. Moreover iincc every one is the 
nterpreter of his own Speech or WordSj^ 
jrc muft be the Rule of interpreting Scrip^ 
md by fo much the more, becauf« in the 
as in the Worjd of God, there can be no-^ 
but Truth. Therefore, the Jnalogy $f 
muft always be attentively Confidered^ as the 
e admonilhcs Rom. xiii 6. By which 
ierftand the Connexion of revealed Truthf^ 
ar as they firmly cohere -, and as far as one 
exift without the other 5 Jo that fince we 
Rcafpn by the Connexion of Verities or 
r, tfie Analogy of Faith to us will be nothing 
'€ted l^eafony or illuminated Reafon. 
tXXII. The Papifls, who will have the 
le Decifion of controverfies foughc in their 
1^9 ' muft firft agree among themfelvcs, 
that fupreme Court is to be fought ? 

her in tl)e Pope^ or in the Council, or in 

I *" • -. . .•.■•••• 

XXXIII. Whatever Things right Reafon 
s concerning God, thcfe the holy Scripture 
n, and befidcs it Reveals to us thofe Things, 
Reafon could never have fufpefted (§, vii. 
, Scil. ^hat God is friune^ and thereby 
the moft admit^blc Mifbery of Salvation, 
ifter what manner three Perfons could exife 
itcrnity in the only and mofl fimple Et 
or Bcin^gpf God> i$ what we do not knovr^ 
ktcfit in fAq impc^etrgbj^Q ?p't>^^^1 ^^. 
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iehe divine Infinity;. Prov. Jxrx. 4. Nor 
therefore the lefs to be * believed, fincc ir is 
'iirmcd by exprefs Terms, Matt, pcviii. 19. 
iriv. 16, 26; iChor. 1L\\\.^1^. iPet.'u'z 
: §. XXXiy. That Tejtt, i Job. v. y. In ^ 
iflie Miftcry'of the Trinity 'is mod cleady 
ccd, is firmly held to begenuinc, notwithfl 
Ing the Diffent ^of fome Cades. * • 

§. XXXy, Since tp know the true and gei 
Means of Expiation, \t highly coiiduciv 
the Cpnfolation and Salvation of the S 
X^. xxiij, for ptherwife he could not ^ppre 
It, and fince that Means is revealed in the 
trine (in dogmatc) of the » Trinity, it is tl 
clear, that this Doftrine oJF the Trinity : 
ccffary to Salvation, Job, xvii. 3. i 7V». iii 
' %.XXXVL Since ^ therefore: this Mift 
aicceflary to Salvation (^,xxxv.), it nmft b<vo 
ffsveated to tbc Believers of the OldTefiament 
"Which docs not only appear From many Pal 
iDf the Prophet^, PfaL xxxiii. 6. IJa. xlviii 
hci. I. but it is alfo concluded from the 
belUtic Doarmc af the Jews. 

5. XXXyil. Bccaufe God is Infinite (5 
no ncvr Thought or Volition can take PI 
Jmn, hence it is juffly concluded, tbat Goi 
€ven from Eternity conceived^ wilUdy detern 
^ decreed tbe future Efciftence of this Unv 
both with Rcfpedb to the Kingdom of Nj 
9nd the Kingdom i>f Grace, with tbe wh 
i etmim ^vi«9 tjf Ceiitfts^ $nA MjF^Sis, 
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Zwnfs ; fo that t/f atiribme iempory Decrees 
9 God^ cr a Ciange of Decrees according U 
be Nature of Circumfianc$s^ is the fame^ us u 
wske G»di$ Man, 

§. -¥Z^IH. Again fince the Perfeaions of 
Sod aire infinite (§. \v.)^ they indicate, that God 
iHs -decreed ;^ Things by an Qnly and moft fim- 
jdcNod. 

' The Diftindtion therefore of the Decrees 15 
lot f ea), ^buc it ariles only from the OiverQcy of 
Sbjeftsi' * Neverthclefs it is not altogether im- 
proper to eikamrnd a little into the Order of thi. 
Oicrees^ provided it be done (oberly and candid- 
y ; and by the Order oi the Decrees we do not 
jndcrftand any SucccflTion of Time, for there 
I none in ox^ fimple Aft, but we qnderftand by 
It the Conneftion of the Things decreed, as far, 
3r in as much as one T^ing contains in it the Rea- 
fon of another. 

§. XXXIX. If (it be objeaed that; the De- 
cree ot God is only verfant about the Conditions 
i)f Salration, but not about ikeferfons ibemfeives^ 
then I query : Whether God did know, what Pcr- 
fons were about to believe, or not ? He did 
inoft certair^ly know it, fince his Knowledge is 
infinite fir.); but whence did he Know it? Did 
^ know it by Virtue of his Decree, or from the 
Science of finfiple Intelligence, in which all pof- 
ible Things are comprehended ? If the latter, 
i farther demand : Whence the Faith of this or 
luc Man comes fron a State of Foffibiliity iota 
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a State oF Futurity? by or through itfirlf ? 

^none will fay, for then it would happen inc 

'dcntly on God. Or i$ it through thcUnderft; 

of God ? No ; For that his Underftandinj 

not give or produce Exiftence. is the fir 

unanimous Sentiment of all, or to this all 

Therefore this only remains, that it is dc 

the Will of God. And thence we infer, 

as God knows all poflible Things by the J 

or Knowledge of fimble IJnderftanding, 

cannot othcrwife know future Things but 

Science of Vifion through his Decree, bcca\: 

all Futurity only fiows from his Will. Th 

all ThiffgSy whether the' Conditions^ wbeth 

vation or alfo whether the rery Perfons then 

are foreordained i^r predeftinated ky an abfoh 

tree. Rom.|iii[. 21, 22. Eph. i. 46.' 

§. XL. But left you Ihould fay, or c 

If all Things are decreed by an abfolute j 

then Prayers and Labours are ufeliels, wh 

has decreed will always be done, or cc 

pafs. But let us n6t abufe the Dodrii 

we fall in with the Doftrine of a fatal Ne 

and arc deceived into the Error of what t 

cicnts termed Sopbifme ignavum^ Logon 

&c. a Sopbifm of Indolence, or Inaftivit 

if the End is decreed, the Means are alfo d 

if God wills the EfFcft, he/ wills the Cai: 

for Inftance, where one is to die, there th( 

of Death muft alfo be, All Things in this 

^re dofcly conncftcd together 5 therefi 

Coooeftion of Caufcs and £fFe£):s takes av 
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tal NcccflStf, and the Sophilm of Ifldolcnce, or 

Inaftivky. 

§. XLL That the World owes its Eadftcnce 
to God, and was therefore immediately created by 
liim, right Reafon teaches (§. iii. yiii.). And 
tho' Reafon cannot precifcly determine any 
Thing with Relation to the Time of tht Creation 
of the Word, yet from the Novelty bt the Arcs 
and other Arguments it juftly collects, that the 
f Age ot the World cannot be much greater than 
■ Mofes informs us. The things which the Gentiles," 
fuch as Snachoniaton, Hcfiodus, and others have 
related concerning the Formation of the World, 
. arc not fo foon to be fuppofed altogether to 
refer us to the Mofaic Cofmogony, or the Crea- 
tion of the World related by Mofes -, though 
there arc Traces prfefent, which fhew a moft an- 
cient corrupted Tradition. 
§.XLIL Out of Nothing Can bemadc Nothing; 
is indeed a Maxim of found Reafon ; metaphy/ically 
taken it denotes, that nothing can be without a 
fuJicUnt Reafon (§.i.) ; but fhyjically^ it fignifies : 
that nothiog can be produced out of Nothing ; 
in the former Scnfe that Axiom is altogether true ; 
but in the latter Senfe the Application thereof 
does not hold good, wken the producing Caufe 
is Ominoptence. Therefore this Maxim makes 
nothing againfl the Creation of the World (out 
of Nothing) ; but it rather furniflies out to us 
Weapons againfl thofc, who attribute the For- 
imatioa of all Things to mere Chance^ and in that^ 
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banner th«y da teach that Somcthipg is 
duced out of Nothing without a Caufe, 
Chwei excludes ajufficieni Reajhn^ and there 
is mere Nothing^ .or NoctHPg at alL 

§,.XLUI. Since ih^ World ii produced 
of Nothing by the omnipotent Will of the E 
(§.viii.)^ hf nee God raight likewifc reduce 
&aie into Nothing, it fiollpws, that as long 
isxifl:s« God will3 it fhali exift, and it continue 
«xift by the will of God, which is called Cof, 
vatioH't. th.crctore Cod likcwifc f referees 
World. 

^.XLtF. Since like wife the detercbinate Si 
of all Caufes and Effects x^ras Conceived in 
divioc Decree ev^ from all Eternity (§. xxx^ 
dli Things happen^ according to and by the ' 
of Godj therefore God governs or rules 
World; Aifo the Order of the World deo 
ftrates that: For who beholding a Repi 
inrelt ordered and admioiftrated in all Thi 
^ould not lufpcft a wife Ridlor, at Goverr 
Why ti^n is not the Exiftence of a moft 
Ruler certainly inferred from the moft 
Government of the U^iverfe ? 

§. XLV, Again, fince God is Omnipre 
(i. vi,), and has determined aftd fixed the w 
&ries of all Events even from all Etex 
(xxx vii. \ Atl evinis\however ffnall are fkbjel 
ir under his Providence. Yea, if God was c 
Ms about the leaft Thing, be would f orefec 
A/cure StM oi the World b>si vKv^fcaiy^ 



rwards always more imperfedlyt bequfe all 
encs do co^re in fuch a Manner, that they all 
end ihcrnfclvcs maftfr^iiUfully intQtheFutureJ 
nfequcntly t^efe, who fubftrad the lead Event 
ani the Providc|ice of God, have not righly 
ceived the moft fruitful (rhe almyofl: {infinite^ 
ncatcnation of Caufes nd Effeds. Mat. yiJ 
,30. X. 2si, 30. Heh. l 3. [ 

^.p^LVI. If there were a jE^ripce endued with 
vaft an Under (tending, that he could not only 
nraft public Affair^ >ut alfo could know all 
Siibjeft^, and be- inttoiacely acquainted with 
:. Scatq .of every Family, and take the Careof 
ery Individual upon himfelf, fhoif jd not fucht 
Prince be deemed worthy of Adnoiration and 
aif^ ? \Vhy then» I < beleech, you, fliould ic 
deemed dilhpnourable , to of: unworthy 
God.^. that all the mod minut^ Things 
the wholjc Wprld ftiould be hh £:^re ? Does 
not contrarily difplay^ mod iUuftripully and 
DriouHy, the infinite Power, Wildorti and Be- 
piicy of God ? . i 

§. XLVII. . Since God is Omnipotent (§.▼«•) 
d Good (§.xii.), and is therefore both able 
d willing to hindtr Sin, it may fcem wpnder-^ 
1 tJiat. Sm cjtillsjn the World ; hence the old 
gedioR :^ If there is a-God^ whence if Evil? 
od elected the very beft polfibleSyftcm of the 
iTorld ; but this is (moft certainly) ihe beft 
irftem, in which all his Perfc;<aions can 
uRrionOft difplzy thcmfclvcs >but vW 
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hot iiave befcn done, if Evil bad nevef ciltc 

into the "Syftem (of the UtAvtx^t): For the ] 

crcife ot MerCy could then not nave had Pla 

when there had been no niifefible Creature, 

ihe mod fuprerilc juftice wfauld not hate t 

tj^crcifcd, it there had been no Subje£ts of ] 

Wards and PUniflimcnts ^ not to fpeak here 

the Divine Wiljciom, Powef and Omnilciecci 

the Deity, who exercifes the nioft excellent Pov 

and manifefts amazirig ' Perfections in drrefl 

and cor reeling Evil. 

Likewifc on the Part of Man the greatcft ^ 

tues, fuch a^ Patience^ Meckhefs, Fortitude, < 

could not manifcft themfelvfes' ^Vithout the 

iftence of Evil. 

//*, therefore, fotne Things tnhy feim^ in tl 

/elves ednjidered^ incotnmodiouisi^ yet tJiey coHtri 

' to the general PerfeSion of the Univer/e. Th 

; fore the Objections of Manicheahis againft 

only Principle, which P. Bcelius ih his your 

Age urged with a great fhew of Genius and 

rudition, may be happilji folved to Satisfadl 

$, XLVIli: If We cotild clearly fee thro 

that infinite Series of Caufei and EfFefts^ il 

could take a thorough and complete View of 

. whole Syftem of the tjniverfal World, if 

could take acomprchenfiv^ Glance of all 

. (mutual) relations of all Things in fo vafl aWi 

. there would be no more Room left to doufc 

Providence ; but we wou\d \\\%W^ acjtpirc. 

pra/fc ihe cxafl: (the uivtvct^A^^\\v^ ^^t.w^ 

V 
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harmony and moft .full fcrfettion oF all. But novn 
ve (ee only .fome Fragments of tli.* Work •, the 
vhole Connexion, on which yet thtr Elegance and 
Perfcftipn depends, we cannot polTibly fee thro* ^ 
tvhat Marvel, if we fee^ivto difcover lome Im- 
perteftipn, apd in fonic Mcafure tail in the Sa- 
lutioD ot jome Difficulties concerning Evil ? 
. §. XLXIX. The moft Holy God, who na- 
turally, Jloves himfelf, (becaufc he is infinitely a- 
miablc .hy rea4on of all his infinite Perfeftions,) 
ind pibft principally intended his own Glory 
a'id the Maoifcftatipn pf (hi$ infinitely great) 
Perfedibns (§.14), \ I fay this God infinitely, 
ipoft iranccndently, moft divinely glorious in 
Holin^ls,} being about to (nake rational Crea- 
tures^. ctjyJdnot but furnilh them with fucb En*^ 
ifiwments of Underjlanding and W^^h ^^ ^k^^ 
they migktkcfit to, gl&rify God by the fame. Coi 
alfo, y ho is Good ^x\^ communicates Goodnefs 
^§.xii), oughf to impart fuch good Things lo the 
(^reature^ . as conduce to PerfeSlion and Happinefsl^ 
Hence God created M^n in his qwn Imagci 
Gen. i. 27^ That is^ he did highly adorn him 
>vith knpwlejdge, tr^je Wifdom, Righteoufnelg 
^d Ho\inefs^ that he mi^ht by Knowledge ancj 
Ltove glpilfy Go,A,Epbef. iv. 24. [Nota optimc,^ 
the n(!orc we know God, the more we will love^ 
fear and glorify him.} 

.' §. L. Thence it follows mod clearly, tha,f 
^here was a Law given to, and a Duty impofed, 

Vppa. Maq in his primitive Stwc c^V ^tOCxxxy^^ 

. -..-., .. .......... .^ , .. . ^^ 



$nA Integrity, requiring that he (hould cdnftint- j 
ly ^xerc all the Powers .ani Faculties of Soul aifd J 
SodjT, fo as to know him with his Undtrftan^- ' 
Jng and love him above all Things with his Will, ' : 
to ufe his Bfody to cxecute'his (nq[oft fxcred and '^ 
tighteous) Ifljunaionsi and to hohoor fand glee 
TiTy) him by a cbniplete 'Obedience. And thir 
Man might have a Tcl^imony of his Derfcndencc 
pn his Creator, ancj Matter of external Obcdi- ' 
iciicc, received the Command of not eating of 
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and bJF Evil, \ 
from which it is rhanifeft, ' that this Command '•■ 
ivas not given without^ a fufficient Reafon. ' | 
'-' §. LI. And Sincp'the Law naturally brmp | 
with it Rewards arid't^umfhm^nts (§ xvii.), there- i 
fore tbe Law given id the fir ft Man vias nettjfti* 
rihf enforced by Rewards and PuniftAnepts^ and, 
oven with eternaf (^ewardr and Pmifbmnis.f, 
When therefore God ftrengthehed his Law J of 
enforced it) with the Commination of Death, it 
hence appears, thdt we muft not only uncIcir^aMd 
temporal, but alfo fpiritual and eternal Death. 

But on the contrary Man 'remaming Perfdft, 
and the Courfd of Obedience fihifhed, then both 
from the Goodnefs of God C^.xvii.); vid from 
theTenor of the Law (ex legis indole7|.xvu J, he 
sniffht have promifed hitnfelf a greater Felicity. 

$. LII. Becaufe nothing is done without a 
fufficient Reafon(§.i.)alfoLf^ifr/7 inEleSiom cam»t 
0fifwisbputRia/ofi^\9c therefore define the Tame atf 
£/»e Faculty »f ^Wxi^Vf^^^^ 
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ore pofiiblc Things^ whait one picafcsj 4^ 
ible to propoled Reafbns. Hence kit Coafti- 
' which Man is compelled through excrino 
Yiofence, is at a great Di^ance from Liber- 
meiafby/itMl Ntajfitj^ where there is but 
only Object pbfBbte and confequently Elec- 
:irafcs, has* nothing to do with Liberty •, al- 
ifkol^ecejgity^ (i. e, natural NeeeffUj^) when 
! Is nd Kriewledge of the Objects, is far; 
nt from ^bcrty, (or is utterly irtconfiftcnc 
the very Nature of^ it) ; but there is only # 
/ Necejfity^ whieh is no cpore thaii a certainty/ - 
[latM^n |S fweetly and willingly inclined op 
ed to* this* or that Thing fronfi thefe or other 
i^es, tn^dt^dy beqivlife he (im what Thinn 
belt. ''-^-^ ^ ■ ' '-' '^ • ^ ■ 

LIIL Hence fince fJ^erty of, Iniifftrence 
pugtiant to the Principle of a fqBtcient Rea'^ 
it IS utterly fmpoinble fi. b. thlpre is no U^ 
f of Indiffjrepce^) it is a Chifnera, (or* 
inolef^ land v^ih -" Inuiginanon, which his no 
ndadon in Reacfon or Nature,) it is nothing 
the me^e Inkftton of the Will, bcfides kt 
: who maintain ah IndiSet^eiice of the equiti- 
m in Liberty (or tliofe who place the Effencc 
liberty in the indiflference of the Will,), let 
n Arilwcr u?, (let them ,l*ply to the following^ 
Ties, viz.)WhetherGod, the (holy) Angeh 
dll the inhabitants 6f Heavfn are not mofl^ 
, or act with the moft perfect Liberty ? and, 
ther tl2cr mk ia^^crcnt ibovxt QtscA «ci\ 
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§. LIV. SincC: God has decreed all Tj/mgjj . 
C§.xxxvii J, and all Events are under his Provi- 
dence (§.xlv..), alfo the Fall of eur Jrfi Parents 
kappenid by the H^ill c^nd Providence of God. In ; 
the mean Time God has not willed the Fi?//itfelf, ^^ 
but rather the.G^c^, which. God was able/noyitV. 
to produce from the F4II ; and fince pod has 
decreed Adtions, as they are, jhe neceffjry as ne- 
ccflTary, the free as free, the divine Decree, does 
not deftroy the Liberty of Man, but rather fup- 
pofes it. The Fall of Adam.thcrctoflc vyas molt 
highly vol^intary. . : :. ' ' . ■ ., , 

§. LV. Qqr firli Ear^nr§, prdering, bv, 
their Sin (of Difobcdience) a veryinniali Fruit to. 
God, the fuprerpe Qpodj proved .themfcWes 
very ungrateful for Benefits received, they re- . 
f ufcd to God the Qbediencc that their ^ De- 
pendence challenged, and therefore they not on- 
ly violated jthe pofitive, but alio the natural Law. 
and for this Caufe their Sin was verily- moft 
grievous ;. fo that Infidel? impioully deride the 
lame becaufe of the Levity of the Matter. 

§, LVI. Since the Law cxf I^Oive and Obedi-t. 
ence is eternal and iodifpen(able, pr neceffary (§. , 
xvi.), and therefore is nocin the Power of Men ta^ 
abrop:ate the fame, it follows, that the. Covenant 
of W'orks cannot be faid to be antiquated or abroga- 
ted^ except with refpe8 to the Right of requeuing, 
eternal Life, 

§. LVI I. That Man^ who frequently tranjgref^ 
ffs tk^ Lftw of J^GfurCy^ is upon ^ha^ Accouaf 



hifer'ahlej Reafon declares, knd 'every* ones own 
Confcicncc will- argue '(§.■ xxi,)-. Scripture alfo 
confirms the fame Thing,' which does moreover 
indicate or point out * the Origift and Greatnefs or 
infinite Turpitude df this EviJ, (Sm^^ Scil. That 
Man even ' trom the Cradle is corrupt, and im- 
ynerfed' in Sins; Gen* vi: 5. Pfal. li : 7. 
Having the Underftanditig darkened Eph. iv ^ 
18. The Will perverted, I Pet. iv : 3: Drivcri 
about by depraved AfFc(^ipnsi which anfc in the 
Mind from the perverfe' Emotions of the Body; 
Rom. • vi : 6. 12. And that there is not one of 
the human Species,' whom that moft abominable 
Stain has not defiled and polluted Job. xiv : 4. 
Joh. iii : 6/ Which Mifery does not only pro- 
ceed froiti the Deficiency or Want of the primeval 
Image pt God, but alfo from the innate corrupt 
appetites • here it is alfo very natural to obferve, 
ithat the Corrbption would riot be fo great, nor 
would the malady of diforder of the underflanding 
ind ,will be fo great^^f • it only detcended or was' 
conveyed by-^lmitatios and not by a natural Pro- 
pagation to Pofterity. » 

§. LVIII.' But' however Great the Corruption 
be, yet the untegenerafte (Sinner) cannot excul- 
pate, or ekcufe himfelfi * by alledgihg, that 
he docs not Sin wiflfuUy, but. by Coaftion. 
The evil Appetites do indeed force him (to 
Sin.) But what is this, but to be forced by or 
6f himfclf ? Has he not wilfully contrafted 
lu'thr Sorts of E^H Habits ? Has he not- volun- 



mtnj fuhje&tA hirofeii to ijiM Dointnion f ^ 
fAu&ht Dot often siccufe lumfelf with Medea ] 
for finnk»g ags^oft the Ught of CoDicience? 
vkliB meSpTS^ ^ibo^e^ ^feriora Se^uor. 
^ . f . LXIX. S'mce therefore Man is itnmer- 
M in Sins ($.xvit.Ji, add the Law of God be- 
jo^ indilpenfible (§.xvii,), neceflarily obliges or 
fenikrs obnoxious to [eternal] Puni^ment^ 
Jkbn is 0ui pf all H^eof Skhaticn^ unUjs i 
SaiisfaiSiin interpefe. Otherwife if Sins were 
forgiven gratia or for Nothing, without anf 
Compenfation of diviatt HoRnels and Juilice,' 
there would be a Great hiatus, a great Gap 
and Breach in the Wprldt moft highly unworthy 
i^f God. But the Sinner can only make Satis- 
faffion [to divine Juftice ] by his own eternal 
Pamnatkxi (§.liOvand therefore he cannot by 
his own Satisf adtion deliver and fave himfelf . 
Therefore it [only] reOuAns^ thai a full Saiis* 
faSian bi made bji and come from another. And 
indeed even by fuch an one, as voluntarily offers 
^imfelf as a Surety to undergo and fufiPerthe 
l^iibs menaced and denounced againft the Sin* 
ner, who has the Right 6f Life himfclf as much, 
as h^ is able^ by his infinite D^nity and Power 
to take away the infinite Breach, or toinend 
^nd remove the infinite Hiatus, or 6ap [made 
by Sin,] 

, §. LX. Since then it behoved the Sponfir^ or. 
Surety to put himfelf in the Pla^e and Stead of, 
^ Sinner; and tlieJtfoi e oitgit to fyffer the Pai^' 

anJt 
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keep the Law hy a complete^ (and every way^ 
SI) Obedience: It was abfolutcly nccefliry to 
End, thai he fhould be Man. And finc^ 
jght in and of hinift'lf to have the Right (and 
' of Liff), and to decorate (i. e. ) to render 
icient] his Attoneni^ent by the infiniteValour 
ignity, it wasxiolcfs necedary, that he (hould 
c fame Time be alfo God. Therefore ic 
abfolutely neccfftry that the Mediator fhould 
3th God and Man, and that even in Unity of 
on. (i. e. in one Perfon.) 

LXL Jefus th^ Nazaute is exhibited to 
itheGofpel as very Man, GaK iv : 4. i. 
I.. \\: 5. And he is equally celebrated as 

God by the mod clear, Tcftirnonies and 
s, Rom. ix : 5. | JoH. v : 20. Hebr.. 
{. . Phil, ii : 6, . Yea, he is declared to us 
lod and Man at once, Joh. i : 14. i. Tim», 

1 6. , Since he therefore has the neceflary 
xrties of a Mediator ^§. Ix,), we makena 
ibt, biii that he is the true Mediator of the 

Id, . ^ ^ ;, , . 

loreover fince all the Charcfters, by which' 
Propheta of the O. T. Delineated the 
ire Mefliah, quadrate only with J«fu8, we; 
iCe prove againft the Jews, that he is the 

Mefliah*, nor do we regard their moft inde- 
: Calumnies, E. Gr. Concerning the Mira-r 
done by Virtue of the Name of four Letters, 

the Blafphemifs of fome, &c. Which as 
' are (plain) Indications of a dcTpcrate Cavile^ 
E K^ 
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fo tftcy do rather confirm us in our Faith.' 

§. LXIl. But here it n^ight appear doubtful ^ 
why Jcfus did but very rarely declare that he'waJ 
the Mtffiih, as with the Samaritans Jbh. iv : 2S 
And before his Difciples, adding at the fam^ 
'Time a Command, that they (hould not ye 
divulge it*, Matth. xvi: 20? This was noj 
done without a pregnant Reafon : For the Jews, 
expcfting a King famous for worldly Splcndouf, 
would eafily have been induced by fuch a publick 
ProfcfTion, to proclaim Jefus King, which Con- 
jefturc is^moft greatly corroborated from Job. 
vi: 14. 15. And if Chrift had been proclaim- 
ed King in fuch a manner, and hadbeftn taken 
and given over to Death, he would have died 
tindcrtbcAppearcnceof a rebellious and feditious 
Man : And how inuch our Faith would have 
been weakened, every one (muft) animadvert. 

In the mean Time Chrifl rendered it fufficiertt- 
Jy evident by his Doftrine and Miracles, that he' 
was the Mefliah, which the Jews would have 
dearly perceived, if they bad had Eyes to fee,' 
tnd MindfJ toUnderftand. 

§.LXIII. It was neceffary that Chrift Ihbold 
be God and Man Jn Unity of Pcrfon (§. Ix.) 
aind fuch he verily was (§lxi.) 

This i« the grand Miftery of Godlinefs, Co 

be adored, loved, and embraced by the whole 

AflTembly ofChriftians. And^wbat we can fay 

concerning this perj§nal Union^ the infinitc-Glory 

of the divine* MajcftVv^tvd xVvt '^%tt\c^ ^x Vxs 
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tsiin Nature always remaining diflnid, (amounts 

to thi») : That the fccond Pcrfon of che moft 
Holy Trinity, according to the eternal Counfcl 
of Peace, aiTumed to himfelf human Nature in 
Unity of Perlon, infomuch that he would have 
Ibc humaa Body, Formed out of the Blood of 
Mary, and che Soul joined with it, reputed^ 
or reckoned his, and in fp idv as he afo mol^ 
rlckly poured a. quite extraordinary Exuberance, 
pr Abqndance of divine Grace upon that {lu- 
man Nature, and direfted its Motions accord- 
ing to tfie Nod of the divine Will -, from which 
\t follows, that the Actions and Padibns of his 
Hunaaoity are alfo to be attributed to his Divi- 
nity, and therefore adorned with an infinite 
Weight of Price. Jffs xx. 2S. 

Tkence it is clear that that Union was not en^ 
If parajiatic^ iuch as there was in the Prophets, 
but truely hypoftatic. 

|. LXIV , Chrift ought to fi.flfer the Pains, 
)¥hich Min by his Sins had demrrited (§. ixix). 
^nd that he has aftualiy done it, is what the 
Evangelic Hiftory relates, adding the Circum* 
;^ances more wo»^thv to be not^d, for if gra- 
phically reprefems Chrift. as prcfTed and diftref- 
led with various Calamities throughout his 
whole Life, and as fufifering the moft vio- 
lent AjG^onies of Soul and moft keen and ex- 
quifite Pain of Body near th^ Period of Life, and 
inorepver as dying; moft holily on the accvixti 
Tree of the Crofh ^4 finally as d^fctvv^vcv^^^^'^^.. 
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fubtcrran^an Piace, Sen. ihe Sepulchre^ 

§. LXV. But as God is moft jaft C§. xiii.) . 
fothit h.* d^rnands no more than the Debt due^' J 
ib the Mediator^ having made full SathfaSion^ 
could be no longer detained in the State of 
Humiliation, but in Reward of bis Lahcurswai 
to be advanced to a State of Glory and Exalts*^ 
tion. Luk^ xxiv. 2*^ Phil. ii. 9, 10. Thii^alfo 
the Indigence of the Sinner n (^jired, to the 
End that the . acquired Salvation might be ap- 
plied 10 him, f^ i. e. to thf Sinner,^ Job. xvi. 7, 

Thus alfo the Evangelical H.ftorv reprelcnts 
Chrift as moft gloriouly exalted. There are alfo 
moft fairhtul, moft credible WicncflVs at Hand, 
who relax the Rtfurrcftion and Afcenfion of 
Chrift, not one only, but m«ny, all declaring, 
by a moft cxaft Agreement, the fame Thing', 
Witnejfes^ who cannot be faid with any Appcai*- 
ence of Reafon to have bren deceived ; for tWy 
law not once only, but frccjuently, they heard, 
yea, they even handled the Things which they 
relate, themfelvcs being doubtful before, vA 
woulci not believe until the Matter was well 
proved, Job. xx. 24. Witneffes who could not 
deceive, b-ciufi fpeakmg agail.ft their own Pic- 
judices, againft all their own temporary Con* 
vcniences plainly forcfeeing no other Fruits of 
their Teftimony in this World, except much 
Hatred. Perlecutions, Torments, and, finally, 1 
a moft direful Death. If (all; the(c Things ajt ' 
uot yet fufiicicnc to cftablifli thfe Truth,- all 
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Hiilory will be ho more than an abfolutc Pyr- 

thonilm. 

§. LXVI. Since tocalJy imnfierfed in Sin (§.** 
Ivii.) we dare not approach to God, ive ftand iti 
ticcd of a Priefty who by his Blood prepares unto 
us the Way to the Throne of Grace. Since 
^t arc darkened in our Underftlhding (ib.) 
We need a Prophet, a Theacher to illuminate, 
or enlighten us by his moft falutary Doftrine. 
Since we are governed by penrcrfe Lufts* (and 
inordinare Defires) of the Will (ib.)5 we alfo 
ivant a King, to lead and rule us. 

Therefore our Mediator ought to be a Prieft, 
4 Prophet, and a King, P/al. ex. 4. DeuL xviii. 
18. P/al ii. 6. ' 

' ^. LXVII. Since theEnd and the Means 
::ohcre (infeparably) in the Decree of G6d (4. 
Xxxi;, xl.). Salvation is procured for none by 
Cbri/i, and falutary^ or faving Grace is applied 
to none, except tbofe, whom God in bis eternal 
Cmnfel has predejiinated unto eternal Life. For 
God does execute, or do allThings according 
his Drcree (p-r §. xxxvii,), as a wife Artift 
(or Mechanic) makes his Work according to 
the Id'^a, (or Scheme) which be has prefigur- 
ed or framnl tohimfelf. 

' 5. LXVni. In vain there would be a Sal- 
vatbn procured, unlcifs it were alfo applied. 
But God, who is wife f§. ix.), and good ^xii.), 
liot only bijgins but alfo perfefts his Work ; 
therefore be alfo applies the Salvation procured^ 
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and tbU ;bc dpe^in a twofold Mjinncr, ( 
by exdrnal and internal Grace ^. In the 
Place f.with Rclatioo to external Graccj 
iarc actually ipvitcd to Salvation by the \ 
fA Rc^rciatipn {%. xxviii) ; but fince Man i 
ijraturc fo corrupt ^§.jvn.X that that \ 
^annot pro^licc iaUitary Effcds without the 
tJipotrnt Power.of God co-operating, [there 
it is fabfolucely] necejfary^ that internal ( 
■fipuld at tbfi f(9^e ttme accede [/^, or accon 
Jibe IV^rdly that is^ the immediate 
ration cf the Holy Spirit, i Cor. iii. i 
job. vi. 44. Eph. I i^. Which 
• ratioa when it exerts iticjf by the Word, a 
the Word, it does indeed perform a Mi: 
\ct only in rcfpeft of t))t Ordf r [or Gourl 
JNature, but not v) reiped of the cecoi 
of Grace,, in which a Miracle is an extra 
jpztj Effefl: of Grace without external M 
ifis w^s the lofpirajdoxi of the Propbets an 
ppftles. > 

y LXIX. We therefore nanoe, or i 
Mention of tie ordinal Operation elf fai 
[orfttvingi Grace^ when the Holy Ghoft 
"purs with the Word £of Gpd,J and demonfl 
{and difplays] his Ditine Power by the W 
out we cal) that anextraorninary Operation 
htary Grsfe^ when the Spirit operates wi 
the Word.' 

But fince God is%ife f§. xi.), and the? 
pfQCcedi^^ tb^ fiior^ W^y* aod as be wi 



i5 means db tfiat in an extfaotdirtaff Way; 
i^hich he can do in an ordinary Way, and thu^ 
Sildains Miradles, when they 'zfc not neccflary, 
as infinitely unwdf ihy of bis Wifdom ; therefore 
H(God) applies Salvation t9 Man by ihesrdinary^ 
Operaiien of Grace^ that is, by the Concurrenci 9f 
the Wbrd ani Spirit, Ifa. lix: 21. ?cil. 
T h6 Holy Spirit difpofcs and enables the Soul 
or Mind iivingly to difcern and underftand the- 
Truths propofcd in the Word (of Godj, cxcitea* 
the Attention and Defire, and thus imprcfles ths 
Sllutafy Word (deeply) on the Hearty and like- 
wife greatly diminifhes, ("and curbs) the violehcd 
cf the Aff&Stions, (and Paflions;, fo that the 
Con^idiioirt of Truth, and its Motives not only 
ihake ah Equilibrium, or Equipoife with the car- 
nal Affeftions, but a Preponderance alfo, and 
fwccdy infleft, [and allure the Will], which tfieri 
a)ld not till then, is a Salutary Conviliion. Thia 
IS ealKd (b^ opening of the Eyes of the Underjtand- 
it^ P^aL cxix ; 18; The opening the Hearty 
Acf. 5cVi : 14. The giving of ehligbtened Eyes 
tftke Underfianding, Eph. i: 18. And here 
>e- rauR- ihduftrioudy avoid the two [fatal] 
Rbcks'bf Pelagianifm and Enthufiafm, which 
ait frioll: piatticWcally oppofitc to one another, 
he former of which enervates [or denies] inter^ 
nal Grdcit, but the latter repudiates, or rejcdla 
external Grace. 

§. LXiS. Becaufe God k Omnipotent, it is 
plain tbat the Nod ot his Wilt is irrcfiftible, there- 
tot^ ' 



tore fdJutarji €r faving Grace is aiwnys.vi&itiii..^ 
oiis: For it is the Will of God to Kad Men to. 
Salvation by bis Grace, or it is not his Will ; if 
the latter, that Grace is not falutary, w.hich God 
wills not to be fufficient unto Salvation ; but if i 
the tornncr, that Will be done, which Gpd wills, 
other wife he were not Oninipotcnt, Epb i. 19. 

§* LXXI. But do not imagine, that Libcrtf 
h deftroycd by this : For internal Grace, wh:cK. 
excites (and engages the Attention o^ re Mind,, 
and cbmpofes the Affldions (§.. ixix.^, rachcr 
fervcs to perfeft, then to Ltfll-n or check 
Liberty : Becaufe Liberty, which, as it always, 
afts agreeably to Reafons ofPcrred {^, lii.), ('ops 
prefuppofe Undcrftanding and Judgement, a-'-d 
therefore it is rendered more Pertcd, if Lighf is, 
infuled in the Undcrftanding, and if at the fame, 
Timefhc violence of the Aff^ftiops, (or ol the. 
Paflionsj is curbed. \Vhen the Bands wound, 
about the Eyes of a Man are taken of, arid the 
Hands bound wilh Chains, are made Toole, will, 
Liberty thereby be taken away from him ? Wilt 
not rathef Liberty be reOored to him ? . 

§. LXXI I. To acerrairi the Limirs of Nature 
and Grace, is indeed hiu^h'y profitable in the 
Examination of ones felf, and in order to a con-, 
fciotifncfs of Salvation, (i. e. to be confcious, 
that wc are in a State of Grace,) but it is 
i difficult Taflc. We will [neverthelefs,] at- 
temt feme Thing concerning this difHcult Mat- 
ter : Nature^ in as much as it is totally depraved^ 
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a by evil Affcftions driven the wrong WayiJ 
«jd inccflantly tends tp that, which is Evil, [or 
Sin.] [5;, Ivii.J. >. 

Nature fd far as it is led by found Reafon and 
the remaining Sparks 6i the divine Image, cza 
indeed, atieaft in fome Manner, look up to God 
is the Creator and Pre^rver, and for the Prcfcr- 
vation of the human Society ftudy Juftice, and 
from the Motive of Sclf-intereft, or private Ad- 
vantage afld Tran(5|tfillity(or Peace of Confcience,) 
perform Duties of exterior Hone f!y ; but fincc 
>1I thefe Tbirgs fonly) flosw from the Source and 
Fotintam Jof Self-lovc-^Philautia, ) inte rnal (and 
3ifinterefted> Honeity^ (i. e. true Pietj)isyet 
planting. Nature^ v/htn it is excited by external 
ind coipiAon Grace, can indeed admire the Grace 
bfFrred in the Gofpel as a new and unheard of 
Thing, and be inflamed with fome defire at leaft 
^y the agrt-ablenefs of this good Tiding ; be 
greatly alarmet^ and even Thunder-ftruck with 
3ie Terror of divine Vengeance, and therefore. 
Qccafionly, or at Tirnes rdblve to praftifc Piety ^ 
but here (in all this) Man does not refpeft, or > 
pays no regard to thcGlory of-God< but his own 
Advantage; therefpre when bis tumultuos (tur- 
bulent) Affections rage (and rufh in upon him 
with Violence)^ he cannot refift, and all (his for- 
tjicrKcfolutions/immcdiately vanifh, and utter- 
ly, dwindle away into nothing. Matth. xiii. 20. 
4i» 22^ M-rl^' vi. 20. Heb. vi. 4-5. 
§C LXXIII.' But iaving and inward Grace, 
JF ^^<,^ 
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6ncc it curbs and lubducs the AlfFeftions arr^ 
Pa{rion$($. Ixix.^, raifes him from the pcCcK- 
Sphere ot perverfc Selt-16ve, to a due Rcfpcd or 
the Deity, (or to the true Love of God J, ancT 
moft Sweetly inftills (and as it were inipcrceptiWy 
infufts^ into him an carncft and moft cordial Dc- 
fire to promote' ^ntf difpliy the Glory of God 
moft illuftrioufly. Then Man is earneftly bent . 1 
upon the full difcharge of all incumbent Duties^ 
and pradifes Viftue, not only Jietaufe is is^advan-. 
tagcous and profitab e, but moft principally to 
the End, that he may foftcr up and) render to 
the infinitely good God, who firft manifefted (and 
confirmed) to him the moft tender Love, a truly 
grateful Mind ; that he may give the due Praifes 
to his moft loving and coftipaflionatc) Redeemer 
^for his (infinitely dol6r(A!S) Paflion of the Crofs^' 
with which-He has ftruggled to an Agchy,yea,cvcn 
unto Death icfelf, and overcome nioft glcirioufly ^^ 
and alio that he may not render him (elf unworthy 
of the Inhabitation, or Indwelling of the Holy 
Ghoft, w;&^», therefore, thaf faaed Motive and 
Purpofe [or Intention] of glorifying God in (Je* 
jus) Chrift occupies y or pojfeffes^ governs, prompts, 
and urges the Soul, then we muft hold that ic 
is adorned with, and made thc« true Subjeft of 
the real fpiritual Life, which is produced by 
Converfion in the Soul, and we 'believe that ff 
ibis Nature is terminated through Grace. 

§-LXXIV. In order that God might forgivd 
ti^ our Sins his Juftice exaded a full SatiisT- 

feftidh 
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^^ftion f§.lix), but this Satisfaflion can not 
profit U5, unlcfs it be imputed to us, or beconvs. 
CHirs ; but ;7 cannot become ours but h Faith^. 
py which (i. e. by Faithj wc do eagerly rc-^ 
ccivc the Teftimony of God, 7^iE^. iii, 3. and* 
by a panting and (poft pafkonate Defire 
and Love cmbrape a whole Jefus as the only 
Means of our Deliverance 7^i&. i. 12. . Hence 
vrc agree and g\ve our Affent to thofc Things^ 
which Chrift has gerformed, and (alfo) to the 
Imputation of them. Hence both the Nature, 
and Neceflity of Faith, ismanifcft. 

§• LXXV. Therefore natural Faithj which 
may ,bc produced froip the right Ufe o£ 
Reafon, becaufe it has not "Ihe exprefs Dtclara- 
tion pf God [tpr its Bafis and Support,] is pro^ 
ferhf and truel^ no Faith, but is only a (bare) 
Sufpicion or Imagination, or a Kind of Hope, 
not property founded cpncerning the Benignity 
pf God. 

• §.LXXVI. If \^e dp, by ^ true Faith make 
the vicarious Saiistaition of Chrift, which con- 
6fts in fufF^ ring the Pain, and Ohfervance of 
the Law (§. Ix.), our own, then God in full 
confiftency with his Juftice forgives us our Sips, 
and grants us a Right and Title to eternal Life* 

And thus it bccpipcs our Juftification^ fo that 
^y Faith the Righteoulncfs oi Chrift becomes, 
o\]rs, and is imputed to us by God as our own^ 
l^om. ill. 28- Gal. ii. 16. 
"^ Ladccd God does not accept of our Faith /« tfa 
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jpiace or Stead of PerfeB Rf^bft^ufiiefs ; for fq 
iie would deny his own Righecournef8(§. xvii.)ij^ 
hit Faith is the Injtrument emiracing the Merits 
Iff drifts or the Bond uniting us cldfclr or moft 
intimacely to our Sponlbr or Surety. This Doc- 
trine ot Juftification is that moft holy [and in- 
finitely prcc!ou«] Jewel of our Religion, rc- 
ftoring Peace to the Confcicnce, and difpdling; 
the Terrors ot Death and Judgment, bringing 
all the Giory to God alone, and incites us to thqi 
moft fervent Ldye of God and Chrift. 

i. LXXVII. God by Rcafon of his tranfcen- 
dent Pcrfedlions and Benefits conferred and bc- 
ftowed is to be honoured and ferved by Man 
(i. XV J, But fince God has mofl: greatly dif-t 
played bis infinite Perfeftion in the Work of Re- 
demption, and loved us fo, that he delivered up 
His only begotten Son to an uifinitely violent 
Death [even the Death of the-Croft,] but now 
from mere Grace for the fake of the Merit ot 
Chrift forgives us all our Sins, and grants us i 
iR.ight and Title to eternal Life, who fees not^ 
(I bdecch you,) that fiick a God is to he toved 
pofi ardently indeed^ to be honoured with al[(pof- 
fiblc) Worfliip and Obcdicnce,tf»irf to he prsi/ed and 
adored with a moft grateful Mind for fucb (in< 
finitely) great Benefits ? A Dtfire and Eisdea* 
vour to perform Deeds to the Glory of Go4 
ind Chrift, efpt-cially from the Cbn(ideratbi1» and 
woft cogent Motive of the grand Work of (ecec«; 
nal^ Redemption! we call SanSity or HoUn^iS \ 
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.XVIIL ThciUr Adions or Deeds conh 
le Service or Worftjip of God, which ia 
icrnal, or c;^tcrnal : ^or fince wc art all 

obligated to G^d, ic biihoves us co 
him ih every Mapncr as n^uch as w* 

can. ' 

ally the pious Mind looks up to God, 
esy adores, Iqjres bmi» and confiJcs 
fee. Externally luch Deeds of the Body 
iroied, which dilcover and manifcft the 
Devotion of the Soul or Mind, and ex-^ 
tcments to others to honour God. To 

public Affenrblics do moft principally? 
ijj and the Deftination (or Appointment ]J 
:^in Time for public Wor(bip as was th4 
Sabbath) in which fome Things are of 
il and natural Right, (ome ceremonial ; 
ttcr Kind (of Things) wc refer precifcljr 
ith Day, and the rigid Qodiiinon of all 
; but to the former, that' fome Time is 
fttnated to God qnly; This was not 
•r unknown wtothc GcntUes, hence 
tival Days. ^ ' 

CXn^. When God injlitutes any Things 
ns arid determines fome Aftion 'jtherc-^' 
•y divine Inftitutioa is defer vccJly deemed 
to be a Law .-, fqr which Reafon it \i\ 
ferred from the Prime vous, or the Q-. 
nftitutiori of Matrinfiony that all firoulta- 
olygamy jnccft, Adulteries, Whoredom, 
M^ w^ DhForcements arc Unlawfat.v 
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And that the facredotal Benedidion or the Coii* ^ 

^ccration of thofe newly joined in Wedlock in th^ 
Prcfenee of the Church to be adminiftrcd by the 1 
Faftor is agreeable to the ^xanple of God« f 
And we hold that if it is not efiential to the con- 
jugtal State, as fucli, yet that it belongs to cbo 
Eflcnce of an hdntf}: and Giriftian Marriage. 

§. LXXX. Becavife the Service of God con^|c 
fifts in AftVons which we periprni from the In- 
tuition, and Motive of the Divine Pcrftftionajj 
(§. XV.), and with Chriftians moli efpccially from 
the motive of the Deliverance effcfted apd pr<h 
cured by Chrift . §.ixxvii.), but Intuition aqd Moi 
five do both fuppqfe an Underftanding and Will,* 
(therefore) ibe external Service feperated frfm tbi 
infernal Service Profits little or nsibiffg^'xl is g^oocf 
for nothing at all,), yea, it cannot even J^ejerniti 
any Service at all^ Ifa. i. lu Matt, xv.' ' 8.,* J.' 
i;Tim. IV, 8. What willthefe' anfwer, or fay, 
ivho place the principle Part of the divine Servicd 
in external AftionS, in the pcrfornacd Vfork ? (ia 
iiperc opcrato?) '/ * 

^ f LXXXI. . God is infinitely Pcrfca (%\7.\ 
therefore he cannot be rendered more haf^ 
through the Aftions, by which wc fcrve him } 
We are in Duty bound to perform thpfc AftionSi 
Or Deeds bccaufethey arc founded in theecer^, 
nal Law [of Nature][, and in our own Fclicitj* 
(§.xvi. xvii.), therefore wc are obligated tpdoj 
ihem ; finally wc cannot perfofiin them by oa^! 
own Powers, or Strcngtji, becaufc all being i(h 
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bilj corrupt, we are dcftitute of Grace C§''.1viii.)). 

tl|crefore w^ can merit nothing by our own Deeds 
w Anions : ** MeHt^'* taken in the moft rigi4 
Scnfe of the Term, «* is the Right oft challrhg- 
•* ing the cdrnpcRfation due to the Work, which 
•* is performed without an Obligation and by. 
"ones ownPowers orStrength, and out of which 
**fome Advantage accrues or flows to another". 
Dut if by the Word mtric nothing more isex- 
ptfted or underftood than the [bareJConncftion 
between Works and [their] Reward, in that we, 
dxicur in Sentiment, [viz } that by Rea(on of 
tie Favour of the Rewarder, there [really} is foch 
a Connection ; but then the merit is taken in a 
Scnfe highly improper and by no means ftrong., 
• Let u$i I belecch you, attribute all good 
Things wholly and altogether to Grace, nor ob- 
linatciy infift on (uch Terms or Phrafes, which^ 
May excite and convey falfe Notions to illite- 
rate Perfons. 

§. LXXXII. It is the Language both of Ex- 
|erience and Scripture, that our Holinefs in this 
Life is imperfeA, and that it is continually inter- 
rupted [in its growth] by Sins, Ifa. xxxii. i. 
ioi. i. 8. Therefore «;^ have Need of daily Re^ 
novation and Penitence. 

(True; Penitence, bcfic^^s other Things, alfo 
includes in it a Confcflion of Sin, which 19 
indeed above all to be made before God with' 
tSupplication] and Prayers, but alfo in Cafes of 
More grievous Sins may and oug|tvl to bt rix'aA^ 



10 the MirSttcr pi the Church m order to feeft 
Rtrlicf for a burthcnedf or deeply diftrelled Cbh* 
fcience. 

The ancient Church required a public Con| 
feflion^ efpeciaily from thoft«; who agam went 
pver to the Religion of the Gentiles. But fuchi( 
Confeflion as no^ obtains among the Romati^^ 
19 unknown both to Scripture, and to purer 
Antiquity." • 

f . LXXXIII. Since it is our bpuhden Duty 
always to remennbef the Sufferings and BeneM 
of Chrift with a moft grateful Mind (§. lxtv}i;)J 
and therefore to recover them to, and rccnm 
them into the Memory, it is fiecejfarjf that t/l 
have external Signs or Ceremonies^ by which thcif/ 
Memory is excited, at the fame Time, Faith 
corrobrated or ftrengthened, if thefe prodycethi 
thoughts, which according to the Inftitution thc^ 
ought, they are good ; but if by their Aidtte 
Mind is not led to thai which it ought tabeled^' 
they are fruitlefs. 

• §. LXXXIV. Since the Sacraments arefuch 
Ccremones inflituted by God, as retail to mind, 
the Memory of the Death ofi Chrift^ and fell 
the Promifes of God to Believers, it awieaii/ 
that as the Elements and external JctSj enhf c^i ^ 
tain in tbemfelves no more then a moral Pcfioer U^ ^ 
fifnify^ and feal^ but that the internal goo^. . 
Things fignified, contain in themfelvcs, or nafft 
a pbyfieal or natural Efficacy to produce Regcoc-, 
ration and Sancdficatioa. This therefore is |^ 

Katura 
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of the Sacraments, that they 9o ihdebA 

jly or clofcly confociate or join togechel^ 

rnal and external Act, but not conTound 

XXXV. There are two fuxb Sacraments 
be New Teliament^ viz. Baptifm^ and the 
ippery nor. is thcr^ dny Need of riiore : bc- 
lat in order td obtain Salvation, the fpiri- 
feis firfttobe produced, and afterwards 
relerved. Chrift did not fo much newly 
PHil||§in{litute.the external Rites of thefe 
ents, as he took them. from Judaifm with 
Jteration andjcMned them rc^hisown Dif- 
fer Doctrine,] viz.. he took Baptifm trotn 
pcifm. of .theProfclytes; but ^he Holy- 
trem the Pafchal Rites, and this with that 
^ife (and moil ^ ^acious) Defign, that tho 
)f the Jews might be fomuch the more, 
to embrace Chjrtftianity; From thatRitc^ 
ichrhe Jcw5 called the Pafchal Lamb, we . 
[piidly infer the . Scnfe of the Words of 
Tcuto efli ioScfhamou(jLh\s is my Body.) 
-XXXVL Since thereiforc the Power, 
icacy^ of the Sacrapti^^nts is ^. only morale . 
lit by (Virtue of,) Chrift's , Inftitution 
civ.),^i&^ Eficacy of the Sacraments can not 
on the ^oed Intention of the Jdminifirator. 
'apifts, who hold this, cannot he certain,'^ 
\ty are really baptifed and Chriftians, or 
lere is yet in this prefent Day, a lawful^ 
Bifhop^ and Priefts yea, \t o>]i^% ^^V^ 
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flatter of Doubt to thrm, whether Chrififianhf 
Itfcll i& noc pcrifhtd. 

And firct the Papifts can not have a crrraia 
Pciluaflon ot the gtnuire Ordination and poodi 
Intrr.tion of any Prifft, ("cr who can poflibly 
know ctnainly the Hcan of janotht-r, txcrpt^ 
the- ommfriertGod only; . I lay^ ih»s being mani- 
feft ij true, the Papifts muft always, even accor- 
dmg to their own Principles, be dreadfully at a 
Lois, and utterly uncenain whether they do no! 
commit horrid Idolatry in theEucharift, 

§ LXXXVll. The Nature ot the Sacramentf 
confifts in fipnif yinp and crnfirmirg f'§.'XXX:v.)i 
thrretore they are n^t csuvcrted ifito the^kitifijig* 
nifiedurelf^ therefore the Dcgma^ cf DcSrinecf 
^ranfubfiantiation takes awa\^ or utterly deftreji 
their Nature: Moreover it deftr ov^ the eternal 
Tiufhs, is contrary t«) lleafort, makes tlW Senfes 
d^cnve u«, diflnlves the Analogy of Faith, lub* 
vcrtj the very Foundation of Religion, and leadi 
in thf moft direft Way to Pvrrhonilm, or uni- 
yerfal Doubt, and is the Triumph of Atheifl^j 
infomuch that there never was a greater DiP 
honour to the Chriftian Religion, and that itb 
a. Wonder, that. this m<'ft mor.ftrous Hyp©th^ 
fis, abounding with very maiy Concradiftion^ 
h»s ever been made and defended by rat?orit 
Men, not to (ay that it fhoiitd h'Ve crept into 
the Chriftan World ; but irs inaufpic:(Ai« f Birth)" 
and Origin is owing to worle, nnorc inconfidcr' 
jBkble and barbarous Ages. 
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§. LXXXVITI. God has even frCAi Eternity 

dcd Ibme Pci tons unto Salvation ( §. xxxtx)» 

1 applix» Grace to thtm in Timr, and incited 

th externally and iriCtrnaliv ( §. IxviiL). 

Now if xIkCc Eledk are confidered jointly, bcith 

and throughout all Time, and as diliierfed 

er all ctie Eatth, yet as united both to one 

)chtr, and to Chrift by Faith, thence arifeft 

r Confideration [or Idea] of fe Church and 

rticularly the infernal and invifible Church, 

It if they be confidered, in asbr as they pro* 

fcuoufty hear the Word ol God with others^ 

1 as they have iht fame external Service mrh 

vrs, thence aiifi-s or proceec^s the external and 

tble Church. The retort-, the internal and in^ 

JMtf Church is the whole Aflembly of the E- 

\y and Be-licvers, who a.c not orly called by 

I Word, but alio by the Spirit; and this ia 

r ho^^ and catholic Church. But the ixtemat 

mrch is a Sociticy ot thofc, who called by the 

ord^ profefs the lame Dodkrine, and the- fim^ 

rvice [or Worfhip] And from thence arift 

any particular Churches, according p the dif- 

rences of Times and Places. 

§'. LXXXIX. Man cannot comt again int4 

e Favour of God hut by the Mediator (§.hx; 

), and only becomr a Partaker of the Righ^- 

aufnels of the Suenty by Faith <§.ltxiv.) j noi; 

n Mm receive Faith and Converfion, wrflcls 

e Grace of the Holy Spuit accedes (§.lxviii.>^ 

if therefore cemtifi ftot the Believers of Oi^ 

.. , ^.. ,. ^. ... ^^^ 
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preceding CEconomie^s^ ai Members of the true 
^hurfcb,' have been" reconciled to God bnlyBJf 
Chrifl:, have been juftificd by Faith, and born » 
gain and.fanfVified' by the Grace of the Holf 
Ghoft : jISs^ XV. n. Heb. xm. 8. Gen, xv. 6. 
JP/aL cxliu.'. 10. Although accoiding to thedifr 
ferent Nature of the CEconomies [or Difpenb- 1 
(ions,] the Meafure* of Grace might beotw. 
Time more fcarcej^ and another Time more 
plentiful.. • > . 

§. XC, Furthernxore , Since external Signs 
and Cffcmonies are necefiary for a oontinual Re* 
prefcntation of Chrift and his Death ('§.lxxxiii.J< 
therefore alfo^ luch kind of- Signs were -nccrfc 
fary for the Believers ijrider the Promife and 
X^aw. And Jucb were the Sasraments sndtbe 
Sacrifices^ efpecialiy the. bkody^ {Sacrifice) : By 
nvhich as by.fo nrjany Reprefcntations they could 
by Faith exhibit to them&lves the furure Meffiah'^ 
ire therefore make no Doubt, but that the Ori-^ 
gin of than is to be^dierivcd from the divine In** 
ilitutioo. i . • -. .; ... / • 

-, §..XCr. Since the Church is produced by the 
"Word of*God (§. IxxyviiiJ, tbat muft hetbetrtu 
Churchy in which the preaching of the f^crd tf 
God. is heard in its Purity^ and in which God is 
tuorfffiped in,a decent Ai<fdc according to ehe Ruk 
giveffin Scriptur-^. , ^ « . i 

, For which Rcafon there is no other Note, 
jj^Aark or Criterion of the true Church nc" 
g^y beHdes «,. Coaformicy ,co jScriptjure ia 
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Podrine and divine Worfliip [or Scnrice.] The 

Very many Notes, or Marks, which the Papifts 
Uedge, they are fouod to be fuch, that partly 
they cannoc be accribuced to the Church of 
'Kocne ; and partly that they are rather lo be ter- 
»kned fpurious Pclliatives. [than genuine Marks.] 
§. XGII. If any particular Church be depra- 
ved to fuch a Drgrte, that it can no longer be 
palled a true Church by Reafon of the Corrup- 
cioD of Dodtrine in Eflfentials, and alfo by Rea^ 
ion of the Idolatry of the Worlhip and Service 
(^.xci.), and when there is Danger of [lofing] 
Salvation in it, then Verily thofe, who are dc- 
(irous of Truth, and their own Salvation, have 
ii fufficient Reafon, to go out of the Comma- 
iiion of fuch a Society [or Church,] and to cut 
of, and purge oiit iltgain thofe Things which 
Ignorance, Superftition and a violent Df (ire of 
fording it over others, had introduced [into the 
Church,] and to reform and reftore Rdigion to 
Its primitive State of Purity. When our blcflcd 
Reformers did this, we judge they did it God 
leading them, infomuch that it is a mofl: fcur- 
rilous as well as mod 'injurious Inveftivc to tra- 
duce and calunrmiate them as Schifmatics, on this 
Account. 

f.CXni. TheChurch is a Society (§.lxxxviii.), 
therefore it is neccjffary that there he Order in it. 
But Order requires Regimen, and Governors. 
The principle Regimen, or Government docs in- 
deed belong to C^ifti who is the moft lopreoui 
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King and Head of tbe Church, £p6.l si. CA 

L 17. But fifice the Church is alio external and P 

vifible, it ftands in Need of an external and 

tniniftrant Regimen or Diredion, fuch as Chrift 

delegated aiter the Apoftles and Evangelift to V 

ihe Paitors and Tezchtr^^ Epb.W.ii. Thefci ' 

therefore, who under the Pretext of Chriftian 

Liberty, withdraw thcBitelves from or retule to 

fubmit, to fuch a kind ot Church Governmenti 

expofe the Peace and Security ot the Church to 

huge Danger, and are deferred ly blamtd as Fa^ 

yourers and Promoters of Piforder or Cofifufioni 

§. XCIV. But on tlic contrary, they, who 
convert Church Government as it were into i 
worldly Kingdom (or Empire), they, who with- 
drawing themfelves from fecular Power, (or Aii* 
chority ), place (or ere^t) an Empire In an Emr 
pire, they, who conftitute an eKtemal itibnafcltt- 
cal Government of the Church endued 'as'Chejf 
fuppofe with divine Authority, they truly fitlld 
confult the Salvation [or the Good and Safety^ ot 
the Church, and they a!lb z6k againft the De- 
crees of the fupreroe Ruler, Matf. xx. 26. Luk: 
xxii. 25, 26. and contrary to the ancient State 
of the Church, which was perfectly ignorant of 
that Species of monarchical Government, cvei 
to the Time of the impious Phocai 

§.XC V. Peradventure the I:>oc or [different) 
State of Popery may be not illy delineated m 
the following manner: Superftition^ daily gaiii-* 
|ng Stsengt{)^ f^mamd^ ofbtgcH ay the poos;- 
» c< ■' ^ . - * " " poiii • 
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t)om and hypertx>iical OracioR bf the F^er* 

rt-fifting [at the fame Timt]; the daily growing' 
Ambition, and Di-g'r'ncriition of Church Govcm- 
tnenc^ nourifhcrd ami educated it. Ignorance and 
Bjrbarity advanced it to tuil Age, and the very 
SumTiitof Power, Bot bv the Grace of God 
the returning Studifs and Teachers and Preacher* 
of the Divine Word, have reduced ic to a de- 
crepit Ape. (i.e. weak nect Popery. | 

§. XCVI. Thnt ths Sou! is Immortal^ and thai 
after ibis Life will he a Compenlation of goad and 
tvi/ Actions according to the Rigour of divine 
Juftice^ Rc^fQn teaches, ^.xriijand Scripture 
hifly conRr^^is, Eccl. xii. y. Matt x.28. 
Since therefore thf re is a fut»irePjace,not only for 
Reward?, butaff) for Purifhmenis they commit 
a great Error, who fay that the Souls of the fVicked 
Willie utterly anrtibflated. Nt^r i* ir agreable to the 
Wifdom ot God, 'hac he ftiould utterly anni- 
hilate hi"* own Woik. 

§.XCVII. U the Soul of an Elect Man ha# 
made rhe mo^ perfcft Righteoufnrfs of Chrift 
his own by emVacing it through Faith (§.Ixxiv;), 
if God alfo has imputed th.s Righteoufiu'ls to' 
him, and of Courfe pardoned him all his Sins, 
and prtfented him with the Right and Title of 
eternal Lifie (§lxxvi.), why (hould the Soul 
after Death yet fuflTer fome Pena'ti*'* of Sin ? 
why ficw already en tier !y purged hy Jv ft- f cation^ 
Jb uld it need a further Purgation ? We cheri^ 
» t)tttcc Hope tr6m Sci ipture, Luk. xxV«. z^*^. 
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%* G^rv. i.. . The. Error of a middU State of tba' 

Soub lecms to have crept into the Church froW/ 
the incautious Ufe, of Pagan Philofophy. Plato 
heid the Purgation of the Soul after Death, be- 
ing deftuute.of the Knowledge of Juftification., 
. And the Fathers, cultjvattjd or ftudied the 
Platonic Philofophy, eafily admitted this Hy- 
pothcfis, as Origencs, Lactautine, &c. not Suft 
ficiently pondering the excellent Grace of Juftifi- 
cation. 

. The Superftition conceived about the Necef*. 
fity of public Satisfactions^ and about the Pray-, 
^rs for the Dead, height rncd, , or aggravated this 
Error. Finally ^hcn the huge Lucre, or In- 
crcafe of Money and Profit was perceived,, 
(behold) Purgatory was cpnftructed., or built/ 
which^ left perchance it (hould be excirguifhed^ 
it was ftrengthencd and fupported by the .Coun- 
cil of Florence and Trent wich Anathemas* • 

§. XCVllI. The Refurcftion of the Bod^, 
may, in fome Wife ar leaft, be conjt ftared from, 
the fupreme Wifdom ("§. xi J, and Jufliceof 
God in as much as it \s unworthy of his Wif- 
dem to annihilate his Work, and hi? Jufticc 
feems to dennand, that the Inflrument of Sioi 
6c alfo the Ir.flrument of Punifliment, (qv thf. 
Subjeft of Punifliment,) But this Rifur.reaioi 
is mere folidly evinced from the facred efiahlifiiei 
Principles of the Cbrijlian Theology : Viz. be- 
caufe Chrift in his Body has fuffercd the trjoft 
excruicating Pains, and finally Death (§.lxiv.), 

diak^ 
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fhat Ke mtght redeem the Bodies ; and bfi 
fcioifd the Holy Ghoft alfo makes the Bodies of 
the Believers Temples of God. i. Ccr. vij 
I4, 15, jg. Rom. vnu ii. Therefore it is %U 
terted in Scripture in exprcfs Terms, Jcb^ xix. 4 
t6. Job. r. iZ. 29. I. C^. XV. 54. 

The Difficulties which are wont to be rai&d 
iigdnil the Refurredion of the fame Bodies^ 
ytt. fuch as are taken from Maneaters, and the 
boncimial Effluxion of Particles, may be cafily* 
(emoved according to (or by) the Hypothefic 
of a certain originMl Subjiance^ [the ciTciicial Pare 
of the Body,} which Philofophers from adtual 
^periments made have found (to bt) incof- 
tupdble. ;: 

/ §. XCIX. Since God Created the Creature^ 
tfjpeciidly the rational Creature, to the Praifc 
ii kis own Glory, and therefore at firft gave 
tmn fuch ;Gifts both of Soul and Body, bf 
which ht. might be apt, or able to glorify God^ 
(4«xlix); and fince after that Man is rendered 
unfit for this by Sm(§. Ivii.), but row by the 
Merits of Chrift (§. Ix), and by thr Oper;;tioa 
€f the Holy Spirit .(^.Ixxxiii.) reflored, but 
chit ' Atftitntion is not abfolutely compleated 
(§,lxxxii.<, it remains^ that Ged %>ill covfummate^ 
€tr fitfiS his fVerk in the Heg/vens^ and that 
ii vrill furnifi> and adorn Us ElkB wifb tii 
9^ perfiff focukiis {4p4 P^^^s) of glorify^ 
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And fincc Plcifurt anfcs from the IntBitifi(| 
Knowledge of Pcrfcftion, wi do btlievt thi 
the future celefiial Bfautitudi^ pr Happimfs m\ 
€onJift in s contifmut Pleafure (drijlng) from § 
Senfe of perfeSfioUj which Pjeafure wiU be as 
great as the Creature is capable of. 

We do therefore (earncftly) cxpeft with ill 
true Bclivcrs a diftmct, (clear) anxl complete \\ 
•luminacion of our Undcrftanding in the Con' 
cemplation of the Face of God, artd his admira 
bic PerteAion?, and Works ; like^vtfe a inof 
Jacred Ardour of the Will, and all the mema 
AfFeftioni ; We hope for a moft {^ttt Re( 
and Delight of Confcirncc in the (moft inrfia 
bly biifsful) Communion of [or with] God 
and thus the moft fweet[che moft cx^d> the mof 
|>crfc£t poflible] Harmony of all the Facul 
tics [and Powers ot the Soul and Body] ir 
relcbra^ing the Glory of the moft fuprcmi 
Divine Being. Pfal, xvi. ii. Job. i.Ccr 
xiii. 12. 

§X. Since the Juftice of God moft wifcl\ 
cbfcrves the Connexion (that fobfifts) bft«rccr 
good Deeds and Rewards, and evil Deed! 
and Penalties (.xiii.), it feems moft highlj 
iukablc t^ him, th^t there be in the H^orli A 
tame different Decrees of Glory ^ " and diffiren 
Degrees of Punifitment. Yet ii there not an^ 
Imperfeftion of Happ«nef$ to be fci»cd nei 
fiber : For every -Vcflfcl will be filled wk 
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r/ in Proportion to its Capacity, noririR 

■t be any (one) Thing wanting to an/ one 
Eternity. 
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DISCOURSE, ftp*. 



Psalm, cxir. j. 
Craa is, tbi LORD, and greaily to ie praifed^ 

MAY the Uncreated, Eternal, onlfp 
True, Omnipotent, .AHlufRcient, in- 
finitely Great, infinitely Good, and 
moft tranfcendently glorious JEHO* 
VAH, be gracioudy pleafed to do for, ancl 
give to this Auditory, now in a (blemn Man-- 
rier convened, exceeding akundantly ahov^ alt 
that we ajk $r thinks for the Sake of the 
infinitely meritorious Paflion, arid, abfolutely; 
perfeA Attonement of his moft dearly bc<* 
loved Son our Lord and Saviour, JESUS 
CHRIST, only to the Honour, Glory and 
Praife of his own great Name, which is exalted: 
9bove dU buffing and Praife. AMEN 1 

Of Him^ and through Him^ and to Hit^ af§ 
«« tfwp i To whom h Glory for ever. Amcui 
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^his iDC^importaqcLeflbn qccucs j^. xi. 36^^ « 
( I ). By ^^ Things J which s^rc here faid to fee j 
'#/, through and to Him^ that it, to God, we \ 
nay in general underftand, not only the eterr 
pal, immutable, divinely wife, very bed an4 : 
«noft perfeA poflible Decree of God •, but alfp . 
the Execution of the fame, in the Creation, and J 
everlafttng'^Confervation and Goverment pf all 
Things for the Manifeftation of his own Glory. 
I fay, Everlafiing Confervation and Govern- 
ment of all Things, or of all Creatures : For, 
that the Divine Providence is exercifed eternally, 
in the Execution of the Divine Decree, an 
tverlafiing Heaven^ an everkfiing Hell, not to 
fay, Reafon, Scripture, the Attributes and very 
Kature of God, all render inconteftibly and 
moft infallibly certain. Mod admirable, moft 
perfedt, moft holy, moft divine Decree I And 
^ jhow rhoft amazing to refledb, that whatever 
lias been, whatever is, and whatever fhall be 
even throughout all the Ages of a never, 
never ending Eternity, fhould have been «tf 
therein foreordained, immutably fixed, and 
confequently forefeen by the moft blefled GOD 
even from all Eternity ! 

(2) But more particularly. By All Things^ 
ive underftand all Creatures without any Ex- 
ception whatfoever, which conftitute the regu- 
lar, harmonious, beautiful, grand, glorious, 
•hd moft pcrfed: poflible Syftcm of Heaven 
fnd Earth/ or of ^ whole Umvecit, • Now( 
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rlien the Apoftle affirms that all thefe Things 
re of Gpdy he evidently teaches us,, that God 
\ the omnipotent Creator of the Unirerfe. 
!^ertainly the Bible frequently attributes tho 
;rcat Work of Creation to the Almighty God J 
n the Beginnings fays the facred, and moft 
ncient of all HiftorOgraphers, Mofes. Ih the 
beginning Gcd created the Heavens^ and . ib^f 
Zartb. Gen. i, i. 

But fince the eternal God intended, or defigned. 
>y\and in the Creature or the grand Univerle^ 
o manifeft and difplay his infinite Greatnefs 
VaA meft, divine Excellency to rational Crea-* 
:ures ; and as this grand Intention could not be 
rarried into Execution, nor this glorious Defign^ 
lod moft Supreme End of all Things, iul\f 
U)mpafled^ unlefs God conftantly prefervcd^ 
fupported and governed all Things : For fo the 
deep ^ifdom, ^reat Power, and infinite Good- 
aefs of God could not be duly contemplated hy 
intelligent Beings in the Univerfe, that perfedb 
|nd moft Glorious Mirror of the Divine i?err 
ledtions ; yea, that eternal Monument of all the 
infinite Glories ot the Moft Supreme Being % 
[fay; from thefe important and n^oft weighty- 
Confiderations, it became abfolutely and indif^ 
penfably neceffary, that God, by his wife and 
powerful Providence, fliould alfo fupport, keep,, 
diredt, govern and over-rule jill Things. And 
thb, without all perad venture, is the true Rea-i 
^ !?!^y ?l^5 :i?^j)qftlc adds, thi^ all Things arq 



By Him\ Tha* GodSupports all Things by 
Providence, or by the Nod of bis Omnipotene 
is mod indubitably certain from the Condi: 
and Teftimony of the Elders, See Rev, irj 
lo, 1 1. The Four and Twenty Eiders fall d^ 
he fere Him that Jat on ibeTbrenej and werftn/i 
Him that livetbfor ever and ever^ andeafi tlA 
Crowns before the Throne^ f^i^t ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
tby^ O Lerd^ to receive Glory ^ and HenpUTj aM 
Power : For thou baft erjeated all Things^ and Jet 
liy Pleafure they are^and were creutM. 

Mod certainly, that God is the Creator, $up^ 
porter,. Preferver and Governor of Att TbingSf 
or of the whole Univerfe, is abundently mani" 
fcft from the ibfolute Omnipotence of bii 
Will, by which be does all Things. For fup- 
pofe the Deity (hould will that innumerable 
Millbns of Millions of Globes, and each ten 
thoufand Times larger than the terraqueoai 
Globe we inhabit, fliould be inimediately crea*^ 
fed, or produced from Nothii^ -, lo ! Thcj 
would all be conftraincd to exift, and appear, 
by Reafon of the irrefiftable Power of his 
Will. Suppofc, furthermore, that the Deity 
were pleafed, that all this great Number of mofl 
cnormoufly vaft Spheres, fhould move in cer- 
tain Orbits with a Degree of Celerity, far out- 
firipping that of a Cannon Ball for a certaki 
limited Space of Time ; and that they (hould 
then aU be utterly anoihilated i behold all would 
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rteflarily and noft certainly eoine topafi, orbi 

»iie and eflfedted by the fame moft tbfoliate 
mnipotence of the Divine Will! Hence it 
certain^ that whatever God Wills concern- 
g the Univerfe, that now exifts, muft be done.; 
But it does not onjy manifeftly appear front 
le abfolute Omnipotence of the Deity, that 
1 Things are governed and over-ruled by the 
rovidence of God, but alfo from many ex- 
rets Texts of this moft Holy Bible, but ftudiout 
r Breviety, I (hall cite but one onfy, which oc-» 
jr^Datt'. iv. 34. Jll the Inhabitants €f the Earth 
re ripntid as noihing : and bi doetb according /# 
\s Will in tbi Armj of Hiaivcn^ and among 
^ Inbabitants of tbe Eartb : and none can ft ^ 
is Handy ^Jfy untp bim^ wbat doeft tbou f 

But fince God is not only wife, but the very 
^crfcftion of ,Wifdom itfelf. He muft moft ' 
ertaihly have had a certain ultimate, and moft 
lupreme Ensl in View, not only in his moft 
»erf ed; Decree, but alfo in the Execution of tbe 
ime by the Creation, Confervation, andmo(( 
iupreme Diredion of AUTbings. And what 
^d can this polfibly be, I beleech you, but 
he very higheft, very ereateft, and oioft perfe£t 
x>flible Honour^ Praife and Glory of his own 
^tName! Moft certainly All Tbings are 
Subordinate tO)^ and concenter ultimately in the 
SloryofGod. Hence thewifcft of all mere 
Men, Solomon affirms, that Tbi Lord batb 
ifodiiflf kings f^thimfAfx jea", w»tlwWt«>^A 



( 5 ) 

fir fbi Di^ of Evil. Pror. xvi. 4: Aftd tl^ 
is without doubt the real Reafon whj Pa^ 
finally fuperadds, and roundly arers, tiiat ^ 
fTbiftis are T0 Him : To whom be Glory for 
ever and crer'. Amen I 

Surely, Auditors, if we do attentively contem"> 
^late the Decree, or God'i internal Work, tog^ 
tber with the Execution pf the fan^e by Crei* 
tionand Providence, o^ God's external Work; 
an a Word^ if we do wifely and duely furviy 
the general (Economy of God, t)oth in thie 
Kingdom of Nattire and Grape, and alfo thf 
cxaft, perfc6t^ fwect, univcrlal, etcrni^l and nioft 
glorious Harmony of All things^ we* will clearly 
J)erceivc, and be conftrained to acknowledge 
the infinite Greatnefs, and mpft Supreme Praife- 
worthynefs of JEHOVAH, and at the fame 
Time to adopt, with the very utmofl: Cordial- 
3ity, the fublime Doxology of our inrapturcid 
royal Poet, crying; Gnat is the Lord^ aru 
:griatly to be fraifed. 

In the preceding Context the Pfalmilt hi 
tefiified his fincere Intention to glorify Gck! 
both in Time and Eternity, faying -, / will ex 
itol thety O my God^ fbou King', mi /I willblej. 
thy Name for ever and ever. Every Day wil 
1 hlefs thee % and I willpraife tby Name for evh 
mnd ever. The Reafon, Motive and Propriet] 
ot this his Conduct, are given, and found in otu 
Text : Great is tjbf lArd^ and greatly to^ h 
fraifed^ 

V Thefc 



Thcffl' fcw, but mod importint Words, com- 
srehend in them, tbe only true and folhl Bafia^ 
;«gecher with the whole Praftice of the pure 
U)d unfpottcd Religion, or moft reafonable 
Service of God. Infomuch that the Words of 
)iir Text conftitute a moft elegant, and complete 
iumouuy of genuine Theology, .both Thcore- 
leal and Praftical. 

And to the End that we Tmay be the better 
:nabled to frame unto ourfclves more diftirift 
[deasv and enter more deeply iniqr the Spirit of 
liis comprehenfive and moft glorious Subjefl:^ 
ire will take particular Notice jof t^o general 
Fleads, into which the fame may' be moft na- 
:urally divided ; riz. wc wiH confidcr, and at- 
:empt to eJCpUin a little, s 

'I. Firft, the grand Objeft. 
, II. Seitfondiy, the Excfrcie demanded con- 
cerning the fame. ^ ' 

O Lord the Ri^hteoufnefs of thy TeJUmoniesi 
is Everlajling : Make us to ^^derjiand tJfensy 
and we pall live: Amen ! ' 

I. Firft. then, the great Object, concerning 
wiiich the Pfalmift makes mention, is the Lerd^ 
In the original text we find the Name J'eho- 
vabj that ij. Being, or He, who Ihall be : 
For this Name is deiived "from the^ verb HA- 
VAH, to br. \?o that* the Name Jehovah 
fignihes that uncreated, ctrrrval-; every Way per- 
fect, and moft fuprcm^r Bv^mg of God, who has 
The Cauf^ and Rtaron.of his own Exiftcncc in- 
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hitnreir, and not in any Thing without bimfelF. 
From this infinite Being all Creatures derive 
.their Exiftence. This Nam* JEHOVAH alfo 
teaches us, that God will keep his Covenant, 
made , with Man inriolate for ever by an ab- 
folutc Verification of all the Promifcs and Me- 
MCfes of the. fame. In a Word, JEHOVAH 
is that infinitely excellent, eternal, and moft trc' 
mcndous Spirit, even \ the Lord^wbof is^ am 
^ivbo was^andwho is to cofn<^ the Jlmigbtj 
Rev. I 8. 

And as JEHOVAH, here tranflated byth( 
^Wo^d LORD is the greateft and moft glori 
fousiName of the infinite and eternal Godhead 
it is not to be given to any Creature. There 
fore the Lord himfelf fays: I am JEHOVAH 
ibat is my Name : And my Glory will I not giu 
to anotbery neitber my Praifeto graven Images 
I fa. xlii 6. Wherefore the Pfalmift alfo fays 
V'bat Men may know tbat tbou^ wbofe Nam 
tlonc is JEHOVAH, art the Moft Higb ove 
ainbe^Eartb. Pf^l. Ixxxm. i8. 

No Wonder,, then, that the Royal and mol 
fweet Singer of Ifrael pronounces Him ( Jchc 
vah) GREAT. 

By the GRE ATKESS of Jebovab, we an 
in general to underftand the abfolute infinitud 
of. all the Divine Attributes and Perfeftioni 
Or it is that far more exceeding and etern; 
"Weight of God's Glory, by reafon of whic 
he is Infinitely more than worthy of all poflibl 

Praife 
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■raife,Hotnage and Service, from alt Creatures ^ 

ifea ! by Rcafon of which he is infinitely ex«, 

ilted, being the Moft High God, 'cve» above alL . 

Mcfling' and Fraife* Thus it is explained to us, 

DeuL V. 24. Where Mofes irtfornris us,' that 

he People had faid : , Behold the Lord our Goit 

mtb Jhewed us his Gloty^ and bis Gnatm/s^ 

Sling Dsvi4 gives us the very fame Expofition, 

Taying ; Thine, O Lord, is the Greainejs, apdk 

the Power J and the Glory ^ and the ViSiory^ uni, 

^be Majejh^ &^c, i. Chron. xxix. 11. 

But in C5rder to make a more full and clear 

Exhibition of the infinite Greathefs and molb 

tremetidous Glory of JJEHOVAH, we will 

take Notitebf, and humbly attempt to explain a< 

tittle the following Particulars, viz. 

I. Firft, the Perfeftjons of God in gencraL. 

II. SccQnd^y, the moftfacred N^mes.of God, 
which are fignifigant of his im9lienfe.Greatnefe., 

III. Thirdly, how God has- difplayed hi% 
Greatnefs in.the Works of Nature. And then, 

I Y. In the fourth and la^ Place,^how God 
has n)anifeft!ed the infinitude of hk moft Diving 
Greatnefs in the grand Work of eternal Rc:^ 
demption, ^ 

in the Difcuflion . of thefe particular Heads,, 
I fjaallbe extremely ftudioui of Brevity. 

I. In the very firft Place, then, we are briefly/ 
10 tdke Notice of the Perfedlions of God in ge- 
peral. Not, Auditors, that there is a Plurality ^ 
if great Number ot Perfcftignsin God, really 



diftina from each other. Not at all; The p< 

Infinity of the Divine Nature, cannot p 

admit of any luch Thing, The Reafbn 

^ trcmclf obvious : For it tifie Divine i 

confifted of a Plurality of Perfeftion*, a( 

;>)tjdiftih6t from each other^ or ef&ntially diflF 

y^iit would inevitably follow*, that thcfe Pcrf 

would^ be cither finite or infinite Perfeftit 

TWngs^ 6ut fioite tlicy could not polfit 

fmee finite Things cannot poifibly coi 

an infinite Thing, or Perfe6tion ; for tK 

Keafon,^ among others, chat they Wouk 

give what i^one ot them has, viz. Infinit 

finice Perfcftibns, or Things eficntially 

from one another^ they could aot pofli 

fu{)pbfed to be.:^ Becaufe, if infinite Perfc 

or Things, eficntially diftinft or differen 

one another^ were to conftitute th^ Efle 

Nature of the Deity, then God would b 

riian. InfinitCj which is infinitely abf urd, an< 

ly impofliblc in the Very Re^fon and Na 

^Things. St) riiat.the real and moft-| 

" Infinity^, or the moft abfolute Ini 

; of the Divine" Being cannot poffib 

mit of a Plurality of JPerfedion^, rea! 

clTentially diftinft, and different frosj^ c 

'«-- ther, nor of any DcfetS:, or Additlbn. 

much thacit is-an infinitely certain Tru 

"^ the Effcnce of the .Deity is^ in the niofl 

. 'and abfolute Senfc of the Terrji, Sim'plc 

• (which is in Fad one and ihe tame Thi) 
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there is but one only infinitely great and mod: 
abfolutc Pcrfettion in the uncreated and eternal 
Eflcnce of themoft Supreme GOD. . Now this 
moft fimple, and . infinitely perfect Effencc of 
the Deity, is variouHy lurveyedand nominated, 
according to the Different Relations he (lands 
in, and bears to various Objefts. And hence 
we ^ attribute a Plurality of Perfeftieni to 
the One only, undivided, moft fingle and 
moft limple Being of the Moft High God. 

This ^eniark premlfed, we fliall moft hum- * 
h\j attempt to explain a little the Pcrfeftiont 
pf^ God in Qeneral. . 

And in order to do this in the oioft fuitable 
Manner, we will, in the firft Place, give a moft; 
\mti Definition of God, 

God (let oyr Lips tremble while our Mouth 
utters the moft holy Name) is an uncreated^ 
eternal Spirit of abfolute Perfeftion, and infi- 
nite excellency. Or God is a moft incomprc- 
henfible Being, poflefied of all elTential, or ab- 
folutely real, and infinite Perfections, at once. 
Or we may define God more briefly, by faying ^ 
God is an infinite Spirit. That God is Infinite, 
or that pofitiye Infinity is the moft adora- 
ble Attribute, or Perfedionof GOD, is a moft 
indubitj^ble Verity. For if we fuppofc that 
God is not Infinite, or that his Efience is cir- 
cumfcpbed, or limited by any boundary at alU 
then ^he Caufe or Reafon of this boundary or 
.Limitation (for nothing can pollibly be, exift, 
gr be done without a fuffident c^ufe and Rea-*^ 
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fcn) muft be cither in, or within God hitiifelf j 
or without himfelf. 

In himff If the Caufe and Rejifon of any 
Limitation of his Nature cannot be, whether 
we confider Him as Self-dependent, or Self- 
cxiftent, and Independent ; or finally, whether 
wc contemplate and confider the Nature of the 
Deity in general : Becaufe the Nature of every 
one Thing, will as well, as cafily; and equally 
admit tbefi^ as other Limits. That is. Things 
may be mpre or Icfs Perfedt. Thus there arc,, 
and my be various Degrees of Wifdom, Power, 
Love, Goqdnefs, and foforth, in a variety of 
Beings. Hence it is inconteftibly evident, that 

!* the Caufe and Reafon, why the Nature of the 
Deity Ihould rather have thefe, than other Li- 

' mits, cannot poffibly be in God bimfelf. Out, 
or without the Being of God,the Caufe and Rea- 
fon why he fliould be luppoftd to be circum- 

» fcribed, or bounded by any Limits cannot be y 

. Since he has not. the Caufe and Reafon of any 
one Thing, that is id him, without himfelf in, 
any other Being, as has been demohftrated al- 
rcady. Moreover he cannot poffibly have the 
Caufe and Reafon of any Limitation of his 
Nature in any Being without himfelf, and .that 
by lo much the more, as there is nothing co- 
cternal with himfelf. 

Therefore theGreatnefs of JEHOVAH is ab- 
folutely Infinite, and every one of his Divine 
Pcrfeftions, boundlefs. 
Lctrhe ^?5 Crcwoa rcvcrci Let the whob?: 



Univerfe adore this molt abfolute, this mofl 
aiviric, this mofl: tremendous Infinitude of .the 
eternal and molt tranfcendently glorious JE- 
HOVAH, for er«r and erer. Amen ! 

But to confider the Divine Attributes more 
particularly. iFrofh the pofitive Infinity of God» 
it necelTarily follows that he is Immutablej 
That the abfolute Immutability of God, necelTa- 
rily follows from his pofitive Infinitude, is ex-* 
tremcly maniftft : Since only the Limits, or 
Boundcries of Things are mutable or change- 
able, as the Learned well know. Hence it is 
certain, that God, who has ho Limits at all» 
cannot pollibly be obnoxious to any Immutation» 
or Change whatfoevcr. Hence the unlimitea> 
the infinite God himfclf lays ; I am the JE-- 
UOVAH^ I change not. Mai. iii. 6. The 
Apoftle ^Ifo gives us the ftrongeft AlTurance of 
this, faying ; Every good Gift ^andferfeSi Gift^ 
is from above ^ and comet b down from the Father 
•/ Lights J 'With whom is^novariablenefsy neither 
Shadow of turning. Set Jam. \. ij. 

God is alfo Eternal. That an abfolute Eter- 
nity is a Divine Attribute we read Pfal. xc. i, 2. 
Ifirdy thou baft been our Levelling Place in all 
<^nerations. Before the Mountains wereibfougbf 
forth, or ever thou badfi foVmtd tke Earth and 
ihe World \ even from everlafting to everlafling^ 
thou art GOB. / > ^ 

I" For if God ^xifts ncccflarily, or by Virtue 
[And Reafon of his own P«:fc<5tions> and is ab- 



( 14 )■, 
Idtitely ]ndq)endent on any Thing withov 
' beyond himSelf, he muft be Eternal^ or wii 
any Beginnings or jany End ot Exiftence. 
if God were not necefiiirily exiftent fron 
temity unto Eternity, it, would be poffibl 
fhould not exilt or be, which is diametricall 
virfe to the abfolute Neceflity of his Exift 

But here we muft oBferve, that the bo 
lefs Eternity oF God is eil^ntiaily and infii 
/* efferent from a Time that ha^l n9 Begin 
ahd no End: Since the abfolute Eternity of 
/ 1% neceflary: But abfolute Neceflity ut 
precludes all Mutability, and is fubjeft t 
Change at alU The abfolute Eternity of 
therefore, excludes all, and is obnoxious 
Succeflion oF Time : Bccaufc all Suco 
implies Change, or Alteration ; fince 
Things are f^id to ifucceed one another 
which one begins, and another ends. Bi 
. evident that noncofthcfe Things can pc 
belong to th« Eternity of JEHOV 
So that, the Eternity of God, is a Du 
without ahy Succcflion of Time, 

Now where there is no Surceflion of the 
of Time, there all Things are, and do e: 
once: and therefore all Things are Jimit 
^/, or do aftually exift at one Time in 
Hence the ab/ojute Eternity of God is 
defined by B^i'iiius^ as ; Interminaiilis vu 
ml Ma fcf perfeSa Pojfejfto. 

j8w/urthermorc, fmceGod has the paul 



fteafon bF his own Being and Exiftence in Mma 
Iclf, he rfiuft of Ncccffity be fclf-depcndcnt, and 
independent on any Thing without himfelF* 
That Independency is the Attribute of God^ of 
that God is Self-cxiftent, and Seff-depefident^ 
Paul plainly: teaches us, faying ; For whc bath 
known the Mini of the Lord ? Or who hatb 
hen bis CoUnfellot ? Or who hatb firfi given to 
tim^ Mnd it Jhall be recompenced to him again ? 
For of bim^ and through him^ and to him are 
•// Thif^s : To whom be Glory for evfr. 
Amen. Kom. xi. 34, 45, 36. 

Hence he is alfo faifl to be the Firji, and thi 
tiofi ^ the Beginnings and the End, 

Again, fince all complex Beings mud have 
hdid a Begmning, and may have an End ; and 
fiiice God has neither Beginning, nor End of 
Exiftence, it cortainly follows, that God if not 
a complei^ but a mofl: fimple Being. At all 
Adv<pitures, Mofes fupports the Unity, ^ and 
absolute Simplicity of the Divine Eflcnce, lay^- 
ing ; Hear^ O Ifarel^ the Lord thy God is oni 
Lord. Deut. Vi. 4. 

And finCe' God is a Spirit, yea a per- 
feflt Spirit, John W 24. Math. v. 48. 
It' fbltows that God has an infinite Undcr- 
ftariding ; or an infinitely perfeift Knowledge ; 
of th^t Ood is abfolutely Ominifcicnt. That 
abfblute Omnifcience is really and in very Deed 
the mod adorable Attribute of the Deify, is a 
moft certain Truth. For. 

c V-v-^ 
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, (i.) The Lord God pcrfcftly knows Km-. 
iTclf; he pcrfeftly knows all the infinite Per-* 
fcftions and moft divinely glorious Excllencics^ 
Cff His own Seing. And the three Perfons iij one \ 
God alfo know t)ne another pcrftftly and | 
moft diftinctly. I'hc Saviour prefuppofes that , 
the Father know% thfe Son, and the &)n the Fa- j 
ther, whrn he tells us, Mat.xi. %y. N^ Man 
knowetb the Son, but the Father ; neither know- \ 
€th any Man the Pat her, fave the Son. 

The Holy Ghbft alfo knows God perfedly. .' 
For the Spirit fearcbeth ally Thing s^ yea thi .j 
deep Things of God. i. Cer. ii. lO. So that the 
Triune, moft fupreme and eternal GOD> has 
o moft diftinct, and abfolutely perfeft Know- 
lege of his own infinite Being, and moft greatly ^ 
tremendous Glory. But, 

(2.) God alfo perfectly knows all that has 
been, all that is, ail that will be, yea, all thatcao 
poflibly be without, or Wyond himfelF. There- 
fore the infinite Undcrftanding or Knowledge of 
God may be well defined as, a moft diftina,moft 
dear, fimultaenous, eternal, and abfolutely pfr- 
ft ft Reprefentation of all exiftent, of all pdEblc, 
and even of all impcflible Things, or of alt 
Thipgs without any Exceptioti whatfoevcf. 
So that God not only knows perfectly whaterer 
has been, and now is ; but alfo whatloeTcr 
fhall be even unto all Eternity, in theGrsnd, 
Glorioui, moft Perfect, moft tieautifuj, artl 
;ycr7beft poffibk Syflem of the Univerfc. T* ^ 

N 
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I not only knows tnoft perfeftly whatwilf 
lally happen in this Univerfe throughout M 
cndlcfs Revolutions of Eternity, but alfo whae 
;ht poflibly happen in all the other poflibl^ 
imerable Worlds, or Univcrfcs, and Things, 
)Ughout all EtAnity. Moft incomprchen- 
:, all knowing^, infinite, moft divine Glance ! 
/loft certainly nunberlefs, ani alaioft in- 
ely various are the Things, which do aftu- 

^xift, and numbcrlcfs is the variety 6f 
nges, and Alterations, of which ^hey are ca- 
Ic, or incapable : Numberlefs arc the pofliWe^' 
impofliblc Syftems 'of Worlds, or Uhi- 
Tes ; and numberlefs are the poflible and 
oflible Things, both Spiritual, and Mate- 
; and numberlefs arje the poffible, and im- 
ible Alterations, or Changes ot the fame r 
imerable are the poffible and impofliblc: 
lations of all chefe Things ;> Infinitely nu- 
pus, and various are the poflible, and im- 
ible Relations and Connexions of all thefe 
ngs, bpth matrrial and immateriaU botb 
•al, and natural. But above iail thrfe Things, . 
i ablblutely, every Way infinitely far ex- 
iing great and moft djvineiy perfctt are alt 

uncreated and eternal Glories of the moft: 
reme Godhead. But neverthelefs, however 
tmercus^ however various^ however infinite 
thofe^ and however DIVINE all /A^/J^ Things 

Jehovah^ the Lord Gsd Omnipotent^ evcc, 
iwji tbm all pcrfcdliy. For b^c knows .wh •. ir 
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ever has been, he knows whatever is, yifhtttregt 
is not ; whatever will be, ancL_ whatever •? ift^ 
hot be ; whatever "migh^ be, 'and whareve^ 
might not be unto all Eternity. In one Word, 
God pcrfcft'Jy knows /111 Things cvcti at once J 

Hence we are told that Jll Things an 
naked and open unto the Eyes cf him with ivbm 
we have to do! Heb. iv. 13. God is greaSef 
than our Hearty and knowetb all Things. John 
iii. 20. Hence Peter faid unto Jefus ; Lordj 
thou knowejl all Things -, thou knowejl that I 
lov^thse. Joh. xxi. 17. Yea, the Underftand- 
ing of God is abfolutejy infinite : For the m6ft 
evangelical Prophet Ifaiah fays. Chap, xl, 28, 
Haji thou not beardy that the everlafting Gpd^ 
the Lord^ the Creator of the Ends of the Earthy 
faint etb not^ m it her is weary ? There is no fear cb^ 
ing of his U'/derJlanding. No Wonder thci\ 
that the Plaimift, ft ruck with the very decpeft 
. Aftonifhment at the abfolute Onfjniftncnce of 
the Moft High God, (hould cry in extafy ; 
Great is our Lord^ and of great Power : His 
Underfiandin^ is Infinite. Pfal cxlvii. 5. 

With God there is alfo an infinite Profundity 
of perfeft JVifdom^ Yea, God is abfolutely AIS^ 
wife. The Wifdom of God is that divine At- 
tribute, or Pcrfeftion, by which God perfcftly 
knows and underftands all Things in their Re- 
lations, Connexions, Eflfeds and Confequea- 
^es. What an infinitely great, excellent, in- 
^mprehenfibly glorious, and ^oft divine Actri; 
^~ \ . '- • ^-^-^ -^ ■^-'- bucc" 
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bute is this ! Let us all adopt the inimitably beau* 

^ul, very grand, and moft highly emphaticalEx- 

:lamation of an infpired and inraptured Apoftic ^ 

Othi Depth of tbt Riches bo ib .of the JVifdoWf 

2nd Knowledge of God I How unftarcbable are 

his Judgments^ and his Wajs paft finding out I 

Rom. xi. 33. • 

But furthermore, as God is an infinitely Greats 
and moft petfedt Spirit, be is pofTelTed of aii 
Omnipotent fVftl. Therefore Jehovah Jiimfelf 
laid unto Abram ; I am the Almigi^y GOD ^ 
walk before me^ i^nd be thou upright. Gen. xvii. 
|. And elfe where \ All Things arepofjible with 
God. See,^ Math. xix. 26* This infinite Pow- 
er, or abfolute Omnipotence of the Godhead^, 
is by Job moft elegantly, and pathetically ter- 
tncd, the Thunder of God's Powers. See Job. 
tKVU 14* Lo thefe are Parts of his ff^ays : 
hui-^bow little a Portion is beard of him? But 
thi'Thunder of his Powers^ who can underjiandfr 

This eternal, this infinite, t\i\% ^Divine ^ this in- 
CjMKeivablc, arid moft highly tremendous Thun- 
der of abfolute Omnipotence, challenges the 
moft utifhaken Afflence, and all polTible Confi- 
dence at our Hands. 

But in order to enlarge, ennoble, and render 
fu ftriking the Idea of God's Omnipotence as^ 
t Can ; it will be proper to remark, and ol> 
Tervc to you, that God does do, and eflfeft aU 
trhings by his Will, and, confcquently, that he 

iocs all Things with perfei^Edfea and Facility. 
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For we do all know well, that it is th^ moft; 
caff Thing iniaginaDle even to frail, impotcnc 
Creatures lo will any Thing. 

But if the moft frequent Volitions, if the 
ftroAgcft Exertions, and moft yiolcnc Efforts 
of tl)e Will be not fo much as difficult or cire- 
fom even to created^ temporal^ impotent^ mulif" 
ble^ finitey imptrfe£i Spirits^ or Beings : How 
then, I bcferch you, can ic poffijiy be ' fo to 
the uncreated^ eternal^ omnipotent^ immutaile^ 
infinite^ perjeSl Spirit or Being ? Hence it is 
kiconteftably evident that the cverlaftingGodhas 
at'firft created, and ftill, yea ever prefervcs, fup- 
ports and governs the moft prodigioufty vaft 
'Univerfc by the ba^c Nod of his omnipotent 
Will 5 and, confcqucntly, with perfcft Eafc. 
How great the Work.! How great the Eafc! 
But how moft terribly great, h«>w moft Diviiefy 
Vaft the Power, that does this Work, with this 
Eafe, even without any trouble at all ? 

At all Events, luppofe (for a further Illuf- 
iration of the Matter) the omnipotent God 
were pleafed to create out of nothing, as many 
iSyftems, as there are indivifible Particles or A- 
toms in pur terraqueous Qlobe, and fuppofc 
all thefe count lefs Syftems, millions of millioni 
pf Times larger than our Solar Syftefti. Of 
even fuppofe (for no Hypothefis can poflibly be 
extravagant here) God were pleafed to produce 
or create immediately from mere nothing, morCf 
fnBniulj more than all Men, and all Angdi[(^ 

\ 
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ajftually can,or evefi more than allpojp.ble CriMifir$s^ 
(if created) mg,bt imagine unto ibemfelves even 
unto all Eternity : For God do< s moft certainly 
know, 3nd is, [.vtrrkdly able to do, infinitely 
mych more than all poflib c Creatures and finite 
Beings can poflib!) rrpref;:nt, or imagine to them- 
fflves;) Behold, the bate Nod of God's om- 
nipotent Will would, even in an Inftant, with- , 
out any the very leaft Difficulty, v Trouble, or 
wearinefs at all, do, F^^ft, pcrfeftly accom- 
J)lifh, and finilh all. For. the Thunder, th« 
unknown divine Thunder of abfolute Omnipo- 
tence knows no Impoflibility, knows no Diffi- 
culty at all. Let the ftrongeft and very bold- 
Imagination, Ihnddcr at this infinitely violent 
^owcr of the Moft High God. Yea, let the 
whole Creation quake; let the ^eat Unircrfe 
tremble like a Leaf\ Let Guilt, moft efpecially, 
tggrevated, black guilt ftand Thunder-ftruck, 
And let bold Offenders duly confider, to vhat 
moft divinely fierce Thunder their moft atro- 
cious Crimes bid Deficnce, what moft fearful 
^engance they provoke, and to what moft 
iorriblc Fury they cxpofe their defencelcfs Souls. 
But let all the Children of true Piety, put all 
Ahcir f ruft in Him, who is altogether as wiU 
irarf, as he is able to make them moft^fupreme- 
ly happy for ever and ever ! 

Much itiore might be faid here with Refer- 
ence to the abfolute omnipotence of CJod. 
liut 7A finite Btings cannot poflibly traverfe the 
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lotnr, or Region of idll poflii 



/» (for all Things are nOi 
^ _-<rif/* ; but drwperfeaiy la^/^ 
ii^butd be, uit^ij m v^for us, areti cd att 
iNiCh .our Plun^beC) to found the bdtjomlel 

r^mditr of this eternal Ocean. . And it 
It Wpuld be to put all our In^^fehf^Mi^ anc 

, £|rmtion upon the Rack here : For ihe( 
j^ence of the Godhead, like every oth 
Tiij'c Attribute, is ibfolutely incib&ipreh^ 
Mjad utifcarchable. 

"^J^t again, finceGod can neitKfc'JoTC^ n 
Vt^ or willj any one Thing, but what ) 
jShitdf perfect Underfl:anding orbits ai 
^rcfcnts to himfelf: as right, gopd^^' and 
SeAi^^^^ ancT^eGod Is at an ib]^ 
inoye from atflmperfeftion, he mufl: nc 
t)erfeflkly Holj \ Y«|, he is bfioitelv gl 
}B^ Holinefs. Jehovah » SantVity itfelt; ^ i 
Mofis in his infiniteljf fublime, fnd, ftiofl 
^$ong« fiys ; ]ff^ is^ Uh imto dei^ O 
'f^mongfithi Gods? Who is like ikii^ g 
in Hainiefs^ f tar fid in Praifes^ ddkj 0^oj 
Eod XV. II. Yela, id inpritdy Mnd 
tranfcendently Holy is the Lord God Or 
tent,, that he cannot even behold Sift. 
the Prophet fays ; Thwart of purer ^Bji 
to behold Evil^ and canft not lock on In 
Habakkuk i. 13. Behold even to the 
0nd it foineth nit \ jeiv tb« Siorttfre not j 

A,\JU^ki. Job. xxV/5. 



!6alfo Jok XV. 15. B^bcJd he putMhni 
ft in bis Saints ; yes^ the i^trj) Hei^vens art « 
clean bis Stgbt. and again Chap. iv. ig. 
7ldy he put no Truft in iSs Servants ; and Us' 
els be charged with Folly. Where tore tren 

moft holy Seraphim themfelves, moft 
3ly knprefled with the firoiigtft^ and iive^ 

Scnfe fA the infinite Purity^ and moft di-* 
ly glorious San£titudr of the eternal and 
t incomprchenfiblc' JEHOVAH, covered 
afelves adl over, even from He^d to FodC^ 
, with a .iSud and ftrong Voice, cry unta 

anothtf « faying ; Holy^ Uoly^ Holy is the 
d of Hofisy the , wbok Earth is full of 
Glory. Ifa. vi, 3. " The divine Sanftity is 

pure Lov$ c^ God, Which is cxadly pro^ 
tionablr to, and perfcdly cpmmehfurate 
1 the Quantity, or greatnefs of the Per« 
ion apd goodncfi ot its Objed.** Now 
e the grcatK)r€!&pf the Perfcfl:ion, andgood- 

of God, orof aflthe Divine Attributes^ 
bfolutely infinite 1 / \m Hohnefs muft needa 
nfinitealfo.. 

Jod is alfojuft, Pfai xi. 7. For the righteous 
d lovetb Rigbteoufnefs ; his Countenance doth 
Id the upright. Ihejufticc, or Righte- 
lefs of God, is his mog{ iac^^cd Will, con- 
red with Relation to the moral Geod^ wd 
al Evil of all the A&ions ot ratior>al Crea* 
ns, by which, he loves and will reward 
fe 'y and hstes, and ^\l\ infli& conoi^ 
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!f uniftimcnt on thefe. And hence wc liiaj^ 
infer, that the Jufticc of the Deity, isalfbanv 
infinite Attribute, or Perfeftion. 

God is alfo "^talons, jealoufy is a Mixture 
oF Love and Indignation, or Anger. For it 
proceeds from a fuperJative Love, ^hich Men 
bear to any Object, and is accompanied with 
a very intenfc, and mod: ardent fiefire of 
breaking -their Vengeance on all thofe, who* . 
injure, that beloved Object, or who endeavoiJr 
to fnatch it away tfom the legal Proprietor. 
Therefore we underftand by the Jealoufnefs of 
God, his fnoft holy Will, and fixed Determi- 
nation, to defend effeftually the Honour of 
his own great Name, which he loves moft 
tenderly, whenever it is difhonoured, or af- 
fected with Difgracc by the Sinner. For the 
Term is evidently ufed to indicate or point 
out to us that moft fupreme, infinitely great, 
and moft aident Love, which the Lofd 
God bears to himlelf, by which he is 
jibfolutely and Vinalrerably determined, to 
fupport, defend and maintain the Honour of 
the moft civine Glory of all his infinitely ex- 
cellent Perfeftions inviolate for ever, and ever. 
For the Lord^ whofe N^me is Jealous^ is ajea- 
lous God. Exod. xxxiv. 14. It is alfo Signifi- 
cant of the vindidtivc and moft awful Fury of 
- the Almighty God againft all thofe, who at- 
tempt to rob him of his Honour : For tbe 
l^rk/iy G^d is a c(?»/i(wiir?j Fire, cnDtn ajtaUu^i; 
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d. D^ut, IV. 2+. And God himfelf/ays t 
r in my Jealoufy^ in the Fire ofmj tVrathy 
ve I Jpfiken 5 furely in that Day. ikere Jbalf 
a great Shaking Jn the Land of Ifracl. Expki» 
xviii, 19. 

The facr«d Scriptures s^lfo attribute Anger 
the. AliBighcy God^ Not indeed Anger pro- 
riy fo termed, or fvicb 'Anger as implies any 
>mmbtion of Mind. By no Means I Fof 
I do eaiily perceive, that fuch Anger, as is 
rprnpanied, or attended with any Difturbancc, 

Perturbation of Mind* cannot poffibly be 
ribcd to the holy, immutable, and impafliblp 
Icnce of the Deity.. God is independent, 
d- always infinitely pleafed, and moft per;- 
itl^ happy in himfvlt. The Fcrfpftions and 
atitude of^ the P^'ity. are abfolutely infinite 
d eternal, and therefore can mvcr admit of 
V Addition or Defect. Which Confideration 
ight to teach us to fet a low ttflimate on our 
jheft, and moft perft^£t Performances, and 
idcr us, and all we cun do, lefs than.NQthmg, 
d Varurv itfelf. Therefore in general, when- 
e.r any Emotion,; Perturbation, or AfFedtidh 

the Soul is att*-ibuted to the peity, it muft 
wrays be iJnderftood in a Manner confifttnf . 
th f he Nature of Goc, or confiftcnc with 
e ablolure impaflibility and immutability of 
s moll adorable Effence, that is wc miift: 
iderftand ir with H^fercncc to the Effe^;^ 
tt the /fft^ioh, This-prcmifcd, we give cha^ 
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fbllowing Definition of God^. Anger; riz. 
The Anger, or Wrath of God is his moft holj 
Will to Punifh Sin^ and the Punilhment of Sia 
itfelf. For fince God bears an infinite AfFeftioQ 
to all the infinite Attributes, and perfeft ReftL- 
tude of his own Nature or Being,, he cannot 
but hate, and puniih every Thing that diG 
honours, him. At all Events, Goats ieahms^ 
end the Lord revengetb ; the Lord revongetbi 
mnd is fitri'ous ; {be Lord mil take t^engemceon 
- bis Ad'verfaries \ md he refervetk ff^askfor his 
Enemies. Nahum. i. 2. See alfo the 6th Verfc 
of the fanie Chap. tfHio can fiandhefwe Usln- 
Jignation? And who can abide in the Fiercenefi 
afbis Anger ? His Fury is poured out tihft^h 
esnd the Rocks are thrown down hy it. 

Truth is another Attribute of God. Jcr. 
21 • 10. But the Lord is the true God. Numb, 
xxiii. 19. God is not a Man that heJhoM tie ; 
iteither the Son of Man^ that hi fiould repent : 
Hath he/aid^ and /hall he not do it ? Dr hoik 
hefpoken^ and /hall he not make it good? 

God is alf^ poflfefled of boundlefs Goodnefs. 
Pfal.clxv. 9. The Lord is Goodtoali: And bi$ 
tender Mercies are over all his IVorks. Tjiis di- 
vine Goodnefs is alfo termed Lovi^ Gractf 
JMercy^ Longanimity ^ and Patience. 

God alfo has an infinitely perfeft, knoaor' 
tal, and eternal Life. Hence he is called ift 
the moP: pofuive, emphatical, and pcrfedt^ft 
jd Ac Tern), tht livit^ God. Sec Jcr. xx. lo*^ 
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5tf^ ibe Lord is tb: true God \ hi is tbi living 
rodf and an everlafiing King : At bis IVratb 
be Earth Jhill tremble^ and the Nations Jh all not 
t able to abide Ms Indignatioa; The Life of 
jod confifts in the infinitely perfefl: Activity, 
>peration or Agency oiF his boundlcfs Undcr- 
kandtng, and Ocnnipotent Will. The great 
}tdScSoT Lampe tells ys that the Life ot God 
I the Bafii of all the divine Attributes, t 

The Bible alfo attributes perfect Freedom, 
Jberty, and Sovereignty to the Will of God. 
>f this perfect Liberty, and infinite Sovereign- 
ty of God's Will we read Dan. iv. jg. ^ And 
itf the. Inhabitants of the Earth are reputed as 
taibifig : and be doth according 'to bis ff^ll in 
be Army of Heafoen^ and among the Inhabit 
fants of the Earth : And none can fkaj bis 
Handy or fay unto him^ what doefttbou ? 

Moreover, fince God is infinite, uO mud: 
needs be infimenfe, or omniprefent aJfo. The 
perfect Immenfity, or Omniprefence of God, 
is. taught us: Pfal.cxxiuXi 7, t, 9, io« And 
1. Kmgs yiii. 27. * But we are by no Meaiis 
to confound the Idea of the divine Imnaenfity, 
or Omniprefence, with that of Extentton. For 
Extention is an effegtial property of Matter, 
The great Prodigy of Learning, I mean Profcf* 
ior fyjtienbacb hys } Since God acts not other- 
wife, than by a mbft fimple and infinite Act of 
his divine Underftandino; and Will, he is ott- 
ptprefent, in as much as- he reprefcncs all Things 
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without Exception to hunfelf together at once; 
.and as he fuftams, moderates and go^rems them ] 
by his rhoft potent Nod, (Sec Sect. 6.) 

But finaily, fince God is Infinite, he muftbe 
incomprckenfible. For finite Beings (as all ; 
Creatures arc) can never poifibly comprehend 
the pofittre anil every Way Pcrfedt Infinity of 1 
.God* The abfolute ihcomprehenfibirity of the £ 
Godhead, is moft ftrongly, and very lively T 
painted to us by Zophar, faying: Canfi th^n { 
by fiarcbingfini out God ? Canji thou find 01U ia 
the Almighty unto PerfeSiion ? It is as high as 
Heaven ; what canft thou do? Deeper tbiH 
Hell I what canft thou know ? Tbi Meafure 
thereof is longer than the Earthy and kroadet \ 
than the Sea. Job xi. 7, 8, 9. 

Now all thefe infinite Petfe£tions» and moft"^ 
divine Excellencies taken together, or collec* 
tivcly, do, as it were, conftitutc the Sum t«- 
Ital, even the infinitely, yea, the moft divinely 
glorious greatnefs of the eternal, and moft fut 
prcme JEHOVAH. 

II, lut. Secondly, we are briefly to ex- 
plain the moft facre^ Names of God, which 
are fignificant of his immenfe Greame^. ^ 

. The Names of the eternal God, which oc- 
cur in the Old Teftament, are the following, 
viz. (i.) Jehovah {2.) Jah {^.) Adonanj (4.) 
Elobim (5.) El (6.) Shaddaj (y.) Gneljoon. All 
Which Names are Hebrew. 

la the Ncir Tcftamcnt wc have thefc Names,' 

........ ^.^^ 
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5w (t.) Theos^ Gog. (2.) KurioSy LorcK^ 
\^) Defpctees, rendered liktv^ife by the Eng- 
h Name Lord. 

(i.) The great Name Jehovah^ we hate car-*- 
lined already. 

(2.)yabf rendered by the Name of Lord^ 
aches us that God canro^ ^eny himfelf by 
)ing any Thing unworthy of himfelf. 
(^.) Jfdonaaji likci^i^ifc rendered L#rd inti- 
tiaSy that God is the firm Bafis, and Support 
. all* Things in general; and of his beloved 
lurch, in particular. Htb. i, 3., f^o^ bein^ 
f Brigbtfiifs $f bis Glory ^ and tbi €Xprefs Im^ 
f of bis PerJ$ny and upi$lding ■ all tbings by 
* Jf^crdof bis Power. Matt. xvr. 18. And 
^ay alfo unttf tbee, tbou art Piter^ and upon 
s Rock I will hnild my Cburcb \ and tht 
Uis of Hell Jhall noj prevail againA ft. 
(4.) Elobimj God, does, accoroing to the 
ft primogenial importance of the Word, fig- 
Y the Triune, allfufficicnt and fworn God of 
? Covenant, Ezek. xvi. 8. Now wben Ipaf- 
[ ty . tbeey^ aud looked upon tbee^ beboldy tby 
ne was tbe Time of Love^ and I ffread my 
'ri over tbee^ and. covered tby Nakednefs : Tea^ 
%vmre unto tbee^ and eattred' into a Covenant 
\bJbee^, faith the Lo%d GODj and thou be^ 
%eft mine: See alio Heb. vi. 17, 18. Where-- 
God willing more abundantly to fhew unto the 
irs of Prcmije tbe immutibility of bis Ceun'- 
_ confirmed it by an Oath : That by two im- 
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mttaUe ThifigSj in %g)hich it was impejfu^ fm 

Cod to lie^ we might have a^ftrong Corfolation^ 

who have fled for Refine to lay bold upon tbi 

'Hope fet before us. 

(5.) Elj God. Some Theologians fay that 
the Name Ely fignifies the Mighty God. But 
others deny this ; and are of Opinion that El 
is a Name, v^hich fignifies, in general, the in- 
finite divine Being, as the Englilh Name Ood 
does. 

[6.] Shaddaj% The Almighty, or the aliruf- 
ficient God. Gen. xvii. i. I sm the Almighty 
God, or the allfufficient God. Inafmuch that 
the Name Sbsddajy indicates, or points out to 
us the incxhauflible Fullncfs, yea the infiiute^ 
the moft Divine fuperablundance of the All- 
fufiicienqf of the omnipotent, and eternal God ^ 

[7.] Gneljoonj the moft High, or the moft 
high God. For God's blelTed and moft glo- 
rious Name is exalted infinitely high above all 
Fraife. Neb. ix. 6. Hence AhrmUfmd to the 
KiH ^f Sodom^ I have lift up mine Hand unto 
the LOHD^ the moft high God, Pojfeforof Hu- \ 
ven and Earth. Gen. xiv. 22. | 

The glorious Greatnefs of the divine Attri- ' 
butes and Perfe£tions, of which the moft (^ 
cred Names of God are declarative, are chiefif 
manifcfted, and difplayed in the Saviour Jefns 
Cbrifty and in the grand Wotk of Redempdoo ,| 
by him aceoihplifhed. And this verily, is the 
Rtalbn why Cbrift Jefui himfelf , is frequently cd- ' 



Ifd the Name of the Lord. Prov, xviii. lo^ 
^be Name ^ of tke Lit a is a fir erg 9cuer ;. 
The Righteous runneth into it^ and tsjaje. But 
more of this ar.on. ^ 

III. And now in the third Place, we will 
briefly fhfcw you, how God has difplay'c his 
awfuF Greatnffs in the Woiks of Niiure. 

But in order to frame unto ourUivt;^ more 
juft and cnlafgtd Ideas of the liiblriie PI i/drm^ 
ilmighty Pcuer^ and infinite Gooc*rrts ci Ji- 
hcvah^ difplayed in Creation, or iht "W oiks of 
tf ature, wc ought duly lo cc i fidcr, that there 
is an infinite Vijiance^ or Lfferefice bttwten 
mcpc Nothing and Scmethirg ; between rti- Ef 
fence or Beirg^ ^rd Ncn Entity; NcnEyifurcey 
or not Beings (not to Uy between mere notkugy 
and M mcji perfect Univerfe.) Xonl<qucrtly 
nothing Icfs than irfnite Piv^er^ or alfclute Cm- 
nipotence can produce Scpjetlirg out ol Nothing. 
And' we ought to ccr.fic cr alfo, how irfinit<?ly 
various the Modes, Properties, Qualities and^ 
Combinations are, of which cor[otea) Beings 
and Things are cupable, and that Gcd knows - 
all thefc perftftiv wtlJ. Now it is abtrc antly . 
maniteft, that the very fhrewdcft and nnoft iblc 
Philofopher does rot krow the (prtcifi.'^^ Quan- 
tity, Weight, Shape, Form, Quality aid par- 
ticuJar Modality of one ipdivifjblc Aiipm. How 
great then muft the Knowlecgc and Wifdoni 
of God be, who Perttfl y krow«s the Quan-^ 
tity. Weight, Shape^ Form, Quality and 



.( J* ) 

particular Modality ot crery Attorn ir 
VJnivrrle ; and alio knows nioft perfrftly 
0]| the different aftual and poflible Quan 
Weights, Shapes, Forms, Qualitirs, M 
tuctw*, Conibinaiiorfi, Nuinbers, Modalitu 
Oorneftions ot all the Particles, Beings, 
Things in the whole material tJnivrrfe ? 
to rp< ak a Word here concerning the ftill 
^r Dilpiays of the divine Perfcftion ii 
Creanon ot the World ot Spirits, or i] 
terial Beings, which are of a much more 
and exalted Nature. How incomprehen 
and. amazing, that the eteuial Jehovah, 
were Volition^ and, confeqiiently, with f 
Facility^ has at fir ft created out of Not 
and eternally preferves, and governs a 
grand, moft perfeft, moft glorious, moft 
cifeus Univcrlef . 

Surely, Auditors, the infinitely an 
and moft Tremendous Perfcdtions of Go« 
very illuftrioufly difplay*d not only in th 
llantaneous Work ot Creation ; but alfo 
moft efpecially in the inceflant, eternal, c 
jDotent, and infinitely benign Work ot Cc 
yation or Prpvidcnce, fupporting, gover 
and ovcr-iulingall Things in the moft pe 
and very beft poflible Manner. . 

And as the Doftrine ot Creation, and 
tidence, is not only a tavourite Subjeft t( 
|)ut alio a Doftrinc of the laft Importance t 
' \o arc rcaJJy wiU\n^ «kud ^t^i^>^% v^ kno^ 

V 
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frMtfs Jebivab as Grest^ and GW, I ihall, fof 
the Sake of the unlcared, bcTomewhac par- 
cicular upon the lame. 

And in order to afFeft our Hearts with 
the dcf prft and mod lively Scnfe of the Di- 
nne Greatnefs^ and Goodnefs, manifc^ftc.l in the ' 
i^rcition and . eternal Confer vation of ^ he Uni- 
^crfe, I muft briefly ^premife, that the g^e4£ 
iHtverft^ 9r wbok Syfiem of all created fiein^s 
\nd Things^ material and immaterial, is aSlually 
xnd really the very befi of all the innumerahle 
^ber'poffible ff^qrlds^ or Univerfes:- This feems 
o be evident from the Infinite Perteftion of 
:he eternal God. \ ' 

The Reafon why God has elcfted, and dc- 
sr^ed the Creation, and eternal Exiftence of 
:his Univcrfe, is its beins; more perf.-'6t and 
>cttcr than all other poflfnle Univerfes, and 
Things^ all which th* Deitv fees and knows 
noft clearly, molt diitinftly, mod perfcdtly^ 
md Simultancoufly by a Science of fimple In- 
CcUigcncy , as Divines fpeak. 

The moft perfeft, and very beft pofllble Uni- 
rerfe, (to fpeak with a celebrated Profeflbr 
d( Philofoplhy,) 18 that in which there are the 
g;reatefl of the moft numerous, and the moft 
humrous of the greateft Parts, all s^nfwerine to 
one moft fuprctnc End> as far as can pofTibly 
l^ppen in one WerlsJ. 

Or we raay,prono\jnce that the moft perfeft, 
|nd Tcry bcft poffibic Vnircrfe, in which thcr^ 
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are, or which /is corapofrd of the niofl: innu- 
tftcrous Spccirs, Raiiks, ClaDTeis, Orders and 
Varieties of Creatucs, Beings and Things, all 
agreting and anfwering to, or ultimately con- 
centf ring and terminating in one mod fupremc, 
and ▼< ry be ft poffijlc End, as tar as can happen 
in one Univerlc. 

Or in other Words, we may affirm that to 
be thebcft Woild or JJ iiverff, which is btft 
calculated, or has rhe higheft aptitude to pro- 
mote the Glory of the Great Creator, and the 
Happinefs of his Creatures. For the Univerfc 
is an ]nftrument, and Medium of God's Glory, 
and Man's Felicity. • -^^^ v...'. ; 

i Nofv all the cor.ftituent Parts of the\Uni- 
verfe being real Things, -they muft either be 
Simultaneous, or fucccflive ; therefore in this 
greateft, beft and moft perteft Univerfe, there 
muft be comprehended lo many iSimultancous, 
fo manv Succeflive, To great, fo m^ny, and 
fuch a Variety ot real Things; as can poflibly eo- 
rxift ii> the beft and • moft perfeft Univerfc, 
that is to fay, this Univcrfe is in Extent^ ampli- 
tude and upon the whole, aftually the greateft, 
moft pcrfeft, and very beft of all poflible 
Worlds, or Univerfes. »^ «' : '* 

Tn this grekeft arid beft of Worlds there ob- 
tains, and is in a great Meafure difcoverable^ 
the greatf ft Univerfal Connexion, the moft rc-» 
guUr Subordination, the cxafteft and moft per- 

ied Harmony Poffiblc. • •*• 

y.wt * •-.. *.. , -V i.. What 
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What a moft glorious Mirror, and eternal 

Monument of all the infiaicclf excellent Per- 
fections of God Jehovah is this grandcft, nioft 
J)crfcct, moft regular, moft harmonious, moft 
beauteous, and very bdl pofliblc Syftcm of the 
Univerfe! How moft greatly ought we 
all to praife th« infinitely great, infinitely good^ 
and moft divinely Beneficicnt Creator, difpo- 
Icr, Prefervcr, . Director and Governor of all 
Things ! 

That God is the preferver and fuprerac Ru- 
ler, as well as' the Creator of the Univerfc, is a 
certain and momentous Truth. For that whick 
cannot exift but as the Production of another^ 
fcannot continue to exift but as thp Production 
bf another. '' It cannot be independent, felf- 
dependent, felfexiftent. Therefore a great 
Writer affirms, that a Creation producing an 
independent Duration in thp Creatures, is 
impoflibte ; confcquently not an Objc6t of 
diving Omnijtotencc. *'^So thit it is an in- 
fallibly certain Verity, that an omnipotent 
imd extramundane Power, produces and 
cfFeftuaces the Duration of the whole Univerfc 
every Moment, and Inftant of its Duration. 
Therefore the Omnipotent Jehovah produces, 
or efFeftuates and ca^fes the Duration or Con- 
tinuation of the Exiftencc of the whole Syftem 
of all created Beings and Things in every fuc- 
ceffive Inftant of all the Time the Univerfc 
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Now the Produftion of the Durttion, i| 
Frcfervation, or Confcrvation. Therefore God 
^ the Conferrator of the whole Univerfe. 

Cpnfervation is a real and coDtinual Influx 
#f God ; becaufe the Exiltence and Duration 
of the Univ^erfe cannot be the EfFcft of any 
linite Thing. This real and continual Influx of 
divine Power, which prcfervcs the Being t|t the 
Univcrfe, is Creation. Hence the divine -Pro* 
yidence or Confervaiion, is not badly termed t 
•ontinual and eternal Creation oi the whole 
Univerfe. At leafl we arc conftrained to allow 
that it IS perfedly analogous to. it. And I have' 
already demonftrated, that the Being, Exiftence, 
and Duration of the whole Univerfe, cannot 
but abfolutcly depend every ipftant of Time 
upon, the Omnipotence of the divine Nod, 
Moreover, that there is an Exercife, yea, a mofk 
mighty Exertion of Power, Knowledge, Wif- 
dom and Goodnefs abfolutcly ncceffary to 
preferre and uphold the Being of the Univerfe, 
will admit of no ratfonal Controvcrfy. But 
is any Creature either confcious, or capable of 
fuch an Exercife, or Exertion of Power, Know- 
ledge, Wifdom, and Goodnefs, as is abfolutcly 
jieccflary to prefcrve, qphqld and govern the 
Unirerfe ? Surely no 1 Upon the whole, we may 
iafely conclude, that whatfoever cannot cxift 
but by Creation, caanot continue to cxift but by 
Ponfervation. 

]Srow it is certain from.tke Expreis Tellin^cvi 

met 



hies of G(^ hiirifelf^that dll the unmamntami 
tranficnt, or all the internal, and external A<9t» 
of God ; yea, in one Wbrd, that all that God, 
and all that all Crcarurcs tver have done, noir 
do^ and ever (hall do hereafter, even all Things 
without Exception, woi;k together for good t# 
them that Love God in Sincerity. 

The Bible alfo teaches that the infinite Cre- 
ator, and the whole Creation, or Univerfe, arc 
the eternal Property and Portion of Cod*s Peo- 
ple: For ait things J fays Paul, areyouri. 

Therefore (fincc Confer vation is, at leaft vir- 
tually, a continual and cverlafting Creation,) 
God does actually give unto aU Believers, who 
love him in Sincerity and moft iupremcly. All 
Things^ every Moment, and even every fucccl- 
five Inftant of Time they exift. So that as many 
Moments, yea, even as many fucceffivc Inftants 
or Points of Time as there will ever be in 
the eternal Duration of all 'Believers, yea, of 
the whole Univerfe, even fo wany innumerable 
Times they will receive from the all- confer- . 
ving, all-fupporting, and moft divinely liberal 
hand of God, JIl Things created and uncreated, 
even All Things without any Es^ception, Ex- 
emption, or Refervation whatfoevcr. For if 
all Believers, all Saints, and even all the whole 
Univerfe were not prcferved in Being, or con- 
tinued in Exiftence ; Believers could not pof- 
fibly be the Receivers of any, muck lels the 
moft happy Rtcipicnu of ^// Cnd. Howfhall ,, 
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we term that StupenduoOs Aft of divine Pro^ 

Tidcncc, by which the Almighty God con- 
ffrves, uphold?, and governs all Things ? 
What is it with Relation to all Believers ? It is 
a continual, inccflaRt, 'eternal, and mod divinely 
liberal Donation ot all poffible Good, yea of 
all Things, whether created or uncreated with- 
out extmption. It is the cbnftant, perpetual, 
cverlaftirg, infinitely good, infinitely perfcfl:, 
infinitely great Gift ot all Things, given with 
all moft divinely fovcre^gn Liberality, rot 
enly without any Merit, but even absolutely 
and moft diredly contrary to all the Defcrrs of 
the moft unworthy Recipients or Receivers. Un- 
der what Manner of moft unfpcakablc Obliga- 
tion to God will this eternal Act ot perfectly 
miraculous and divine Goodncfs lay all the thrice 
happy Objects of God's Favour for ever and 
ever ? 

How ftrong, how wile, how good, how per- 
ft&j how great, how glorious ; how infinitely 
amiable and tremendous, and O how great- 
ly to be praifed is Jehovah, that uncreated and 
eternal Spirit, even that omnipotent Creator, 
Confetvaior, and fupreme Governor and Giver of 
all ThingSj who docs as it were, as many Times 
create for, give unto^ and beftow upon all his j 
People, JU ThiriSj as there are indivifibl^ In- 1 
ft ants or Points of Time in an abiolutely'ever- j 
laftirp Duration. How infinite is the Number ' 
fef jf:finitely Great, of moft divinely Good, and i 
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: divinely per fed GMi;s ? Eternal Gift of in-. 
? Gifts ! ' BltffjRg of Blcflings ! Benefit of 
rfits ! Beautiiude of Btautitudes ! O how 
idus is God in bimfelf ;_ard hov^ glorious 
1 his Works ? How infinitely, how inoft 
icly far beyond, pafl:,' above all pcffiblc 
r)gs great, good,.atniable, tremendous, ad#*' 
t is Jehovah even fronfi Eternity unto E- 
ty f Never fbrgct this, O ? Saints ! And 
?om Hearts' ever jglbw with ' the utmoflr 
e, and all pofliblfe Gratit^ide toVards God, 
fe tfferitial Greain^fr; 'and gfltial Cdcdne/s 
irfinite, even frorii Eternity unfo Eternity. 

jc Sinners: remember, that the jealour 
, who ii8 nnoft terribly * glorious in Hclinefs, ^ 
the very A&. ot fup^brtihg, arid cbnferving 
Very Exiftence, airiO blcffing yourPerfon, event 
;yW arc i A. the very A&of finning aganift' 

O 1*1^ the infinite Gr'eatnefs, and moft terri- 
Majefty of God Jehovah; fill you; with the 
3ft Confu|ion. ; And let , his moft divine 
ficence, and long yorbearerice, lead you to 

Repentance! .^ . :V ' ' 

s the Divine Providence is a irioft aftonifliing 
of Goodnefs ; and a Matter of the utmoft 
>rtance and Ufe to Chriftians, coufidercd 
he Light I have endeavoured to rrprefent 

hope the Learned will pardon the Pro- * 
Y I may have u fed upon thit »Jomentout" 
delightful Subjeft, I have only reicei-ated, 
F I have 
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1 haw only been prolix, bccaorc I was intc 
dcfirous of t)cing undcrftood hereby my 
karncd and btlpvcd Hearers, 

But to proceed. 

That God has indeed manijFcftcdIhis gloi 
Oreatncfs in tbe grand Works ot Nature, & 
turc and Rcafon c^o evince abundantly. See 1 
xix. I, 2. Tbe Heavens declare the Glory of i 
end the Firmament Jbewetb his handy fVork, 
nnto Day utterefh Speech^ and Night unto h 
Jbewetb Knowlege. See alfo Rom', i. 19, 20 
caufe (hat which may be known ofGod^ is 
nifeji in theni \ for God hathjbewed it unto t 
For the invifible Things of him from tbe < 
tion of the World are clearly Jeenj and undo 
by tbf Things that are mad^ even bis et 
power and Godbe;ad^ fo that they are 'wi* 
Excufe. Moft certainly. Auditors, the § 
XJnivrrfe, is an exceednig bright, and gloi 
Mirror ot the infinite Pcrfcftions of < 
For if we take but a cur(ory Survey of 
ftupendious Vaftnefs, Varif'ty, Harmonyt 
feftion, and Beauty of the Univerfe, wc 
be conftrained to admire the infinite Wife 
Power and Goodnefs of the adorable Crc 
II ow highly admirable are the innume 
Ranks, or Clafles of Beings, or Cfeatt 
How great their Variety ! How regular, 
▼aft and ftupendous is the Gradation fronr 
minutcft, vileft ^nd moft defpicablc InfeSlj i 
ff^ $» Cgrrupiony to tht very greatcft 
■ ■ * " to 
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3boft exalted jff'cbangel^ hurning in Gl^ry ? But 

IS I tnuft avoid prolixity, I fhall only (hevv 
low the Omnipotence, infinite Wifdom, and 
^oodnefs of God . are manifefted and diiplayc^d 
II the grand Works pf Nature. 

(I.) By the jdivine Omnipotence we under- 
stand, in general, the Power of bcftowing 
Eidftence upon all poflible Things, or the Pow- 
er- of producing Things from Nothing. Now 
Biis divine Omnipotence is mod: il-uftriouQy 
Splayed ip the Wo'ks of Nature ; Since Gpd 
has produced »11 Nature, or the whole Uni- 
ircrle out of naere Nothing ; and ftill prelerves^ 
fupports, direfts, governs, and over-rules the 
Uxi^Q by his almighty Will, or Providence. 
'That God is really, and in very Deed the fole 
Creator, Prcferver and Governor of the whole 
Univerfe, is inconteftibly evident from theab- 
folute Omnipotence of the Will of Gad. For 
by thid abfoiute Omnipotence of the divine 
Will, it came to pafs, that when God willed 
chat this Univerfe (hould exifti it could not 
put exift. Thus alfo, fince God wills thaC 
the Univerfe (hall continue to cxift, or perfe- 
ycrc in its Exiftence, and be fo and fo gover- 
ned, lo, all muft happen, the Nod of his Ona* 
tiipotet Will being irrcftible. And hence we 
learn that the whole Univerfe depends on the 
providence, or which ^ is th'? fame Thing, on 
the Will of the Almighty God, or that GodE 
18 the fole Creator, Pr^fervc aand Governor o£ 
ike whole Ufliycrfca * "^^ ^ " ^5^" 
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But to (hew fonie what more particularly, 

how the OiHiiipotcnce ot God is Difpl^ycJ ia 
the Works of Nature. And in Order to this, 
J fhall produce an Inftance or two from Aftro- 
nomy, that fubiime, dirling and moit favou- 
rite Science of all the Children of Art. Let us 
then only eonfiJer the two luperiour Planets; 
viz. Juipter^ and Saturn. . 

Jupiter is, by the m(>lt celebrated Dr. Nm- 
*[»entyty faid to be 8000 Times larger than 
the whole Terraqueous Globe, which we 
inhabit. Now this vaft Sphere is moved forty 
five Times, or Degrees fyvifter than a Cainoti 
Ball flies in its utino^ Rapidity from the 
Mouithofthe Cannon. And hence it is dcmon- 
ftrated, and proved chat the Power, which pro- 
trudes this Planet, is 432000 Times greater 
than that which is required, or neceflary to 
thruft forward, ot drive along our whole ter- 
rcftna! Globt as (wift as a Cannon Ball. Note, 
|:he Denficy of Jupifer and the Earth are here 
fuppofed to be equal. 

But be(i jes this inconceivably rapid, and molt 
Violent Motion of this Planet in its Orbit, it has 
another, equally aftDnifhln^ about its own Axis. 
in lo much, that every Point in its. Equator 
moves more than 100 Times fNvifter than a Ball 
from the Cannon. 

': The moft fuperiour of all the other Planets, 

Miftciy, Saturn, is above 200a Times larger 

" * , "• / thai \ 
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1 ths Earth, and is drove along 20 Times 
cer than a Caanoa Ball. No>v if we Con- 
T the various Powers, namely, the pro- 
ivcy the centripetal, and centrifugal, 
ch xnuft aft differently upon thofc Planets 
)rder to produce thefe different, and moH 
d Motions ; and if we farther rcfleft, with 
It mod pcrfeft Exa6^itude thole various, and 
?renc Powers arc attempered, or adapted, 

adjufled to one another, ir».fo much that 
the Motions of thofe enormous Spheres, 
psrfeftly regular from Age to Age \z\l 
'e Things, fay I, duly confidered by us, we 

be greatly lurprifed it the Power and Wif- 
1 of God. But if the Power and Wifdom 
God, which is rcquircfd to n^ove' thefctwo 
nets only, arc fo amazing -, with what moft 
p, mod violent Aftonifliment, I befeech you, 
ft we be ftruck,; when we. duly confider th^c 
fl: tremendous Poweit and Wifdou, which 
ve, and for fo many Centuries have moved 
^ perfeft Regularity, all the vaft Spheres, of 
the Syftems of the whole U'nivcrfe, of which 
Drding to fome Philosophers, there may be 
nberlefs Millions? Ac all Events, if , wo 
e a no6turnal Survey of the unclouded Stary 
aven, all flaming with the pureft, brighteft, 
heft Luftre, our very Souls will be over- 
clmed with the profoundeft Awe and Reve- 
ce, and at the fame Time adore the Hand 
t made and formed the fame. And kere I 
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caanot butjubjoln that folemn Injunctioi 
tnoft fuWime Doctrine of Jehovah h 
which occurs Ifa. xl. a6. Lift np you 
0n Higb^ and behli who bdfb created 
tThings^ that bringetb out tbeir'HoJi by Nt 
ffe ealletbtbem all by Name, by tbe gr 
ftfbis Migbtj for tfat be is Jtrong in 1 
mot one failetbk 

(a.) The irianitc Wifdom of God, 
moft UluftriQuAy: difplayed ia the great 
of Nature. Becaufe the (horteft and bed 
arcufed to anfwer and compafs the heft 
aod becaufe all (Things are fubordinate 
ultimately concenter, unite and termif 
the Glory of God. Again, if we confi 
almoft infinite Number of Things, whic 
ftitute the grand Syftcm of the Univcrl 
the infinite Number of Changes that 
every Monficnt in this univerfal Wor 
which is one and the faoie Thing, in t^ 
lement and Creature that conftitutes th< 
and that God yet certainly muH: know ti 
we will be aftonifhed. But we will b 
fiirprized if we conGder, that God doe 
ally know all the Changes (tho* infinite 
mcrous) that ever have happened, or w 
pen in the whole Univerfe even unto a 
nity. But what will heighten our A 
mcnt to the very utmol^, isr that God p 
knows and fees, not barely, and only al 
poJSibk Worlds, C^or iVvtxt '* ^tv^\c&5»5& 
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<# Worldij and an infinite Number of every. 

^c of thcfc different Worlds, poflible with 
Omnipotence ; ) but alfo all their poflibk 
Changed to all Eternity. 

(3.) And finally tht Goodnefs ol the Almigh- 
ty, allwife and omnifcious God, is mod glori*' 
I ^ufly difplayed in the very grand, moft perfcft^ 
li andyvery beft poflible Syftem of the Univcrfe. 
s Since all Things are vifibly c^alculated and a« 
[ dapted to render Men moftpcrfed, moft hap* 
■ iYf n^oft merry. And vvhat enlarges our Idea* 
ol God's Goodnefs, is, that God has not only 
decreed from all Eternity, to create and b<^- 
ftow Exiftence upon u$, and the whole Uni« 
^crfe befides ; but alfo, that he has aftuallr 
<ireated us arid the whole XJnivcrfc out of 
*^otBing in Time, or at firft : And alfo^ that 
^^ liis Aln]ighty, and perfectly tvife Providence ^ 
^r by the inccffant, and everlafting Exertion 
K)f his divine Power, and divine Goodnefs, pre- 
serves, fupports, and governs our Exiftence and 
*hat of the whole tJniverfc. For the Uni- 
"verfe cannot poflibly eiift an IntfantVithout* 
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the Divine Providence, or Almighty Will of 
God, as has been demonftrated lilready. 

I only add, that, fincc God has fo glorioufly 

revealed him(elf ia the Works of Nature, ic 

is a moft flagrant Crime to neglect the Study of 

Nsiun^ or, of Natural Pbilcfopby^ which is a 

moft fublime, and moft nectffax^ Sd^xsK.^. ^^ 

/i/i CQ neglcA che Study o^ vVft ^\wd.H^^^'^ 
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f)F Creation, is a Crime fo odious, fo flagian^ 
fo infinitely abconinablcintjieEycs of Jthovah,^ 
that hp will actually punifti it with ^ eterml 
Death, and utter BeftruEfien^ Jiencc the Lord 
declares' himft If, faying : Bicaufe they regari 
ret the Works of the Lord, vor the Operation 
of his He^vds, he Jhall defiroy them, arid not tuild 
them up. Pfal. xxviii^ 5, 

IV. And now in the fourth, and lift Place 
wc will humbly attempt to fhew, very briefly, 
how God has manitefted the abfolute, and 
every Way piprfect Infinitude of his moft divine 
Greatrefs in the Grand iVork of eternal Re- 
demption. ^. ^ , ' 4 

When Adam, and iln him all his Pofterjtyj 
were plunged into an Abyfs 6f extreme Mifery 
by Sin, «// Hope fcemcd to be for ever loft. I 
Yea, the State, SFtuation, and Ccnidition of 
MankiiSd^fcemed to be utterly dcfptratc.. ^ Foi 
the divine Law, which is infinitely h6iy,>juft, 1 
and good ; (fince it enjoins nothing but to love 
God moft fuprcmely, who is infinitely holy, in^ 
finittljt great, infinitely good, and moft divine- 
ly bencficicnt. Yea, rather God,^ who is Love 
and Gcodnefs itfelf ; ) I fay this divinely per- 
feft, and divinely good Law of God, which is 
Reafon itfelf, and only commands us to bepcr- 
fedly happy, was trUnfgrefTcd, violated, broken ! 
God, who is Truth itfelf, had already in very 
deed pafTed the Sentence of eternal Death a- 
faiuft falleii Man. •.. 
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/ (fuch Queries^ might then have been made 

h lingular Propriety,) /j now all, even all Hope 
, Jor ever, yea, for ever and ever Icjl^ are all 
tn utterly undone? Will the D^vil, that 
\ndejl and moft inveterate Enemy of God*s, 
}ry, and Man^s Happinefs •, Jhall, fay 7, this 
i malicious and accur/ed Monjler, Triumph^ 
ugh, and BUJfheme moft horriifly unto all 
frnity ? Yes, lay all Men ; Tes, lay all An- 
sv^^JjTay sail Nature : For wh;jt other Reply 
I finite Reafon, ye*a, even all finite Realon, un- 
ftcd by Revelation, poffibly make? But 
not all Things pojjible with a God ? And do 
: unfo fQod the ' Lord belong the JJfues from 
ath, even ^complete Deliverence from this moft 
adful and everlafting Death ? YesJ^ Yes, - 
)ft certainly ! All Things are pejjihle with 
d. He that is our God, is the God of Sal- 
[ion, and unto God the Lord belong the If- 
s from Dtath. Pfal, Ixviii. 20. The divine 
nnipotcncc knows no Deliverence top great, 
) wonderful, too difficult to be efFeded. 
)W in this moft dreadful ConjurAurc of Af- 
s, now in this very Time ot infinite Calami- 
and moft extreme Need, % the ttcrnal and 
ufficiont Jehovah himfelf, moved wi^h in- 
tely deep Commiferation, and moft divinely great 
nlanthropy, ihterpofcs, and moft graciqufly 
r vents the Stroke of eternal Vergtancc. N^w 
d^ himfelf makes bare his Almighty Arm, and 
j% the Devil, that internal Lion ot his Spoii 
G ^ "^ijwi./ 
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and Prey; and pcrfedly refcues,deliveril,reftordS 
ind beatifies Man. It is as if God had laid in 
this moft memorable Period: "I will now, 
" my burning zeal for the Honodr of my own l^ 
^' great and glorious Name exciting, and, as 
** it were, conftrsuning me,' I wHl now, as I 
^' hve, difplay, in the moft 'open and public 
•' Manner, and wifh all poffiblCx Magnificence; " 
*• Pomp and Glory, the abfolutc Infinitude oi 
•* all my immorral, divine Perfeftions-^ as alfo 
** the infinite fuperabundance of my eternal All- 
*' fufficieacy ; and caufe all Creatures, by thii 
^' infinitely Glorious Difplay and moft divinely 
*' perfcdl Exhibition of all my Uncreated Exccl- 
•' Icndes and moft ftupendous Beneficence, 
*^t6 adore, glorify and thank metheomnipo^ 
•' tent Creator and Redeemer of the World cvcof 
*'unto all Eternity.** 

The fall of Adam, or Sin, which God has^ 
holily decreed only to fufer, has fuiliifhed out 
. an Opportunity to God, to fhow, to 'prbve, to 
ionfirm to us that he is Gx)d. Gdd embraces the 
Gccafion. The infinitely facred, and moft 
tranfcender^tly glorious Trinity hittifelf works 
now, and manifefts all the infinitely ex€ellent 
Perfections of Deity in a moft iliuftrious Manner 
in the grand Work of eternal Redemptk>n. The 
eternal Father fupports, defends and maintains the 
Honour of the divine Lawagainft all Sin, moft in- 
violate. The Son yields a full, and every way 
j^er/eft adive and paffive vicariotii Obedience w 

-ill 



fkW the infinitely facred Injundions, and moft di- 
vinely fevcrc Demands of the moft perfeft Law 
pf the fqpreme Lord of the Univerfe, and 
^hereby cffc^s, and procurci a perfcft Re- 
demption for all penitent and believing Sinners. 
The Holy Gbo/i .applies this Redemption 
cffcd:uajly, by preparing, fitting, qualifying, 
fund rendering Man meet for tke Recepti- 
pn, ^nd everlafting Fruition of the fame. 
And thus wc (ce, by the moft f^lutary, and 
moft dirinely glorious Light of the facred 
Scriptures, the infinitely arduous, and moft di- 
vine Work oif Salvation, perfectly firiiflied •, not 
only in a full Confiftency with j but even tp 
fhchigheft Honour of all the Rights of the 
Deity. Yea, wc do moft plainly fee all the di- 
vine i^ttributes, and infinite Eiccellencies of the 
Godhead i^anifcfted and difplayed with infinite 
Magmficcnee, and moft Divtnely tranfcendent 
! Glory in the ^rand Works of Redemption, ef- 
fcfted by the adorable Trinity. 

And from hence we cannot but fee, how 
ycry far the ipoft f^lutary, apd infinitly fu- 
blime tDoftrine of the Trinity is from being 
what Infidels, or, to ufe a more modern and 
more faftiionable, tho* much lefs proper Name, 
Deifts ignorahtly and abfurdly in their ufual 
Infolcnce, and moft exceflively blafphe- 
mous contumely, dare prefume to term it \^ 
Unr^afonable \ Since the Trinity is manifeftly 
the Yqry Bafzs of the abfolutc alllufficiency o£ , 
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God by which he can confiftantly become the 
God, and Salvation of the chief of Smner^4 
And alfo becaufe this Doftrine of the Trin^yi 
and the eternal Redemption of Sinners, founded 
on this infinitely fublimc, and falutary Miftery. 
evidently gives. «s the clearcft and very grand 
eft poflible Ideas* of all the infinite Pcrfeftions, 
and moft divine glorirs of Jehovah in general ; 
and of his divine Wifdom, ^Power, Goodncfs, 
. Philanthropy and Allfufficienry, in particular. - 
And hence we may prove ( a pofteriori) that 
God is Triune,, or -that there aftually arc, three 
diftinct'*Perfons in the only, and perfedWy fim- 
plcEffence of the Deity. For we have already 
proved, and all muft grant, that the Deity it 
abfoldtely Infinite, Omnipotent, and AlUuffici- 
ent. Now it will hence follow, that God is 
Triune : Since we have already * proved that 
the Trinity was the .Bafis of the divine AU- 
fufficiency, or abfolute Omnipotence. For if 
there were not three diftinft divme Perfons, in 
the fimple EfTf-nce of the Godhead, then the 
Father could not give his Son to be our Surety. 
The Son could not make Satisfaftiori to the 
Father in our Stead : the * Holy Gb'oft could 
not fandilfy us to the Redemption that is in 
Chrift Jcfus, the Son of God. And this is in 
Faft and reality the fame as to lay, that if God 
is not truely Triune^ he is^ not Infinite, he is 
not Omnipotent, he is not abfolutely Allfuflici- 
mt, and by neceflary Inference, and xnoft legal 

Con- 



Clonfequencc, ir^/ God. So that the infinitely 

ftublimc, artd infinttrly falutary^Doftrinc of the 
moft facred Trimly ^ is infinitely Rational : 

, Since it .gives 113 the very grandelt pofllnlc Idea 
ot the poflitive Infinity oF the uncreated and 
eternal Godhead^ and confequcntly the very 

^befl:,- that we can poflibly frame unto ourfclvcj. 
Sdthat it "fs demonftrable, that the Idea of the 
Trinity^ does beft, and, in Faft dot^ only tx- 
aftly quadrate with the pofitive, and every Way 
pcrfeft . Infinitudey and abfolute Allfufficiency of 
the Deity. Our being utterly unable fully to 
undcrttand this moft glorious Doftrine, is no 
real Objeftion to the Truth of it. For we do 
not thoroughly undcrftand tKe Nature, and 
Quality of one Particle of Matter in the material 
Univcrle. Much lefs can we comprehend 
the infinitely perfeft, fpiritual Being of the Deity* 
Hence our Ignorance cannot with any Shew 
ot Reafon be offered, and urged as any the 
lead Difficulty 'at all to the Truth. ot this moft 
falutary Doftrine. For, God being an abfolute- 
ly infinite, - and every Way perfect Spirit, w« 
canrtot poffiBly form any adequate Idea of him . 
And God being a'^fimple Eflence, we' can bare 
no partial Idea of him. And from all this W€ 
do legarlly deduce, and infer this natural and 
undeniably Confequencr, viz. that, moft ftrictly 
fpeaking, y/t cannot pofTibly frame to ouifelvei, 
or even have any Idea of God, which rrpre- 
lents to us his real EJfcncey abftractly cgnfider- 

«d 






C 5* ) = 

•d. And this is a ftrict Demonftrattoti, ana 

certain Proof of the abfolute Incomprebenftbilii^ 

, of the Deity. Canft tbou (vain» ignorant, filly, 

finite Creature •, ) Canft ibou by Searching (or by T^ 

^ny other poffible Means) find out God^ &c. > 

yoh. XX. 7. 8, 9. already cited. 

But to return from this DigrclHon to the rj! 
Scope, or moft direct Intention of this Difcourfe, 

Certainly, Hearers, the grand Scheme, and 
inoft glorious Plan of Redemption, is the 
brightcft and moft perfect Mirror of all the 
(divine Excellencies. In Nature, *tif true, the 
Holinefs, Jufticc and Truth oi God do fiim, 
but in the Works of Redemption^ or in Chrift 
Jefus, the crucified Son of God, the divine 
Sanftity, Juftice, Truth, Veracity, Vengeance, 
and mofl: abfolute Sovereignity, do fujminate 
in an infinitely tremendous Manner. Here, I 
inean in the Works of Redemption^ is a gene- 
ral, exact, every way perfect, ineffably firect, 
and infinitely glorious Harmony of the^ un- 
bouded Excellencies of the adorable Jehovah. 
For the moft terrible Anger of God, yea, all 
^he Thunder of the avenging Fury of the infi- 
nitely great, and abfojutcly omnipotent Jeho- 
hovah himfelf, goes' Hand in Hand, with the 
moft divinely great Philanthropy ^ and infinitely 
deep Commiferation of God, in the ftupenduousi 
Work of Mjn's eternal Redemption. Here all 
the infinitely perfect Attributes of God zxk no^ 
cnly acceJjialJi to the Sinner y but they evei| 
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^amsnd K\i Salration. The fatisfied Holinefs; 

f Juftice and Verity of God^ do abfolutily chal- 
lenge it, as a moft undoubted Rights that evcfi 
jiht very greatejly chief eft and moft wretched Sin-i^ 
liecs thcmfelvcs, for whom fuch an infinitely preci" 
ems Price is given, and fuch a moft bloo/dy and 
every Way perfell Ranfom is paid (even lYift Rigb^ 
teoufnefs of Chrift) be certainly and comfletefy 
fanSified^ Juftified^ glorified^ beatified^ the Con- 
ditions performed, on which thefe Benefits are 
iufpended. 

/* No onej fays the great Vtoi^ov Lampe^ can 
** contradid it, that thofe Attributes, by which 
*' the Tranfcendcncy of God was made moft 
*' known to Man, and moft dfpeciatly to the poor 
«* Sinner^ are the Attributes, which he has rc- 
** vfcaled in his Covenant of Grace. For here He 
^* fits on the Chair of his Majefty. Here the 
•' Bowels of his (infinite) Mercy yearn. Here ' 
«< all the (infinite) Treafurcs of his AllfufEcen- 
** cy are opened ; and here He difplays thefu- 
** perabundant fftight of his Power. Here hit 
^* (infinitely tremendous) Glory .lightens, here 
** his Juftice thunders. Here He gives Proof* 
*^ of his infimoveable Stedfaftnefs, of his ipincere 
^^ Fidelity and of his hivielate Truth. There- 
** fore thcfc are all the moft glorious Attributes/ 
<« the fweet tJnion of which arc, with the very 
*• higheft Emphafisy called not only the l^ami 
♦« of God 'y but alfofox Glory. When Mofes once 
•'^ prayed to have a greater Revelation of thiT 
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** proper Gl$ry of the Lord^ there were no 
*' Fcffeftions, or Attributes proclaimed, e 
«^' thcfc : The Lord^ the Lord^ God^ wercift 
^^ jrracivus^ long -fuffering^ and abundant in ^ 
** nefs and Truths keeping Mercy for tbouj 
''^forgiving Iniquity ^ and Tranfgrejffion^ am 
^* and that will by no Means clear, the G 
" vijitingthe Iniquity of the Fathers upon the 
*' dreny and upon the Childrens Children^ 
** thifthird and fourth Generation. Exod. x 
** 6, 7. . 

*' When David took this following R< 
*' tion : / will fpeak of the glorious horn 
** thy Majefly^ and of thy wonderous IVorks. 
>* Men fhall fpeak of the Might of thy terrible 
'* And I will declare thy Greatnefs ; the 
*' gives us a vc«y glorious Catalogue of ( 
'* Pcrfcftions, dilplayed in the Covenant. 
*' cxlv. 5. &c. The multitude of the hea 
** Hoft praifed God, faying j Glory to God 
^^ higheft^ and on Earth Peace ^ goodfFillta 
" Men. I .ukc ii. 14. ** 
, At all Events, nothing could difplay th 
tributes of the triune Deity fo very glor 
as the grand Works of Redemption. Sc< 
the Infinite Sanftity of God, and the mc 
vine Rigour of his eternal Juftice difpla 
a- moft tremendous Manner. For behol 
eternal Father cxpofts the only begotten 
of his Love, the Objedl of his infinitely 
placcnticial Delight^ to the very "Thunder 
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bhVitidiftixrcrtry, rather than tolft Sin rail 
by Onpuniflied. Adore alfo his h finite; PW- 
^Hthrof^^ and Mercy, by v/hich he gavr.uj^i 
hb only Son to Death, cvm the^infipitely vicn 
jbit, gainful, fliamcful, dreadful Death of die 
Crofs, that we might rot die^ bm live:, etrmallyj 
for C^d fi kved the World, that he gaze Ht 
\tnly begotten Son, that ^bofcexer ieliete/i h 
%iWtp)outdnot ferfjh^ tut have ever lafiing Life j 
Jbhb ,iii. iS. The Holy Chcft alfo cbpfirmfli 
his -infinite Lptre /i feif, by f^vlngly applying i# 
its^ dr by effeiEtually farctifyirg ft//^tbeeter- 
oal and perFeft Redeipption whicb is iK ^ii^ 
procured by Chrift*^ JHow' ought We to adbirf: 
fffe ihoft Holy^ tiinity for hh mfinitfly, for 
his inoft diviftely ^ etttiearing Gobdnefs ? Re- 
^etn|iti0in ! how f^iet, how tert^tr, ho,*r omni-*' 
.potent^* h6W Rr^atf, bow inoft ptrfc^ly divine 
a Motive to tokje^ ]rb prdife^ to idoire^ to thank 
ubd forever f ^ "^ithcuc^ir peradventure, 
ifc that divifiefi oTF all the Works pf Jehovah^ 
Jc^^M///^, eternal, prr^£t Redrnptiopj the 
Aloft inctmfirehwfihle Pbiknihrofy^%^^ 
h J^^^P Ccmmfferatipn. o\ the Father^ and of 
the Sffk^ and of tbc ilcly tkojt, fliine infinitely 
Anforc delighifu^lyv th4n the vtry Hfavebithem-r 
ielveb. In one' Wotd, all tte irfinitely great 
Eitceilimcies,' anb a^folute Perfr^jons of the 
peity, wirhout any Eycertfon, are clearly mani- 
feilcd, and moft piiblicly difi L?y'rd in the great 
Kan, tod faoftftuperduotlaWoitot fiLecvCC^^^ 
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tioDt With a Majefly, wit& a Digmty, with a ( 

dfur, with a Glory, ir^finicely furpaiiing, 

infinitely exceeding aU Things. In fo inud 

all the Angels of God themfelves are defi 

noft intinfily defirous to look into thefe Tt 

(l. Pit. I. 12.) 

Thus we have attempted, in four pard 
He ads, to prove that, tbi Lord is Gnat. 
if the Lord is fo great, yea if Us Greutk 
mfearcbablej and bounikfs^ then without al 
adventure, he is to be praifed> fti^gruU 
ii praifii. And i^is moft ceruinl]^ is 
true Reafon, why our royal;.^ PfalaiiS join 
the copulative partkle and^ the higheft P 
fvartbinefs of Jehovah to the abfolute Infit 
(rf his Greatnefs^ faying -^ Great is the I 
and (this truely is the Connexion/ 4fffi gi 
(0 be praifed. 

To prsife tbe Lord greatly^ meins in gc 
that bounden Duty and ftmng Obligadon • 
Creatures, but moft efpecially of allMahkin 
which they are moft highly to extol, celd 
magnify, glorify, thank and adore faim^by tl 
moft Exertion of all the Powers and r ac 
of Soul and Body, even wijth TBougbts^ 
JlTirds^ and with Deeds^ both in Time 
throughout all Eternity. Or more briefl) 
pndfe the Lord greatly, is to gbrify 
by the moft perfeft polfible Difcharge oi 
whole Duty. All Creatures are indeed E 
Jtp pmfc tbi Lord^ and checefore |^c Dt 
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See .minverfal. Hence the whole Creadon im^ 

holy Wftt,' frequently excited, and ftridtly 

joined to celebrate and praife the Great Je-^ 

yah : But chiefly, and mod properly it is 

6 Duty of all rational Creatures, Angels and 

en. But moft efpecially of all it is the Duty 

HdiH to praife the Lord greatly ; fince they 
ve the infinitely endearing, grand, and moft 
tlSi^^Xt-additipnal Motive of Rtdmption. 
I the original. Language ^e find the mofi: 
Aphatical Verb Halal, which is fignificant of 
i that ri^ipnai Creatures can do or contribute 

the Glory and Praife of God in Time and 
ternity. And fmcc the praifing of Jehovah 
the proper Work of the SquI^ it it princi- 
lly given to him inwardly hj Thoughts zhiX 
largcd Ide^s of the divine Pcrfe6itions. Hence 
lul fays ; Singing with Grace in your Hearts 
the Lord. Col. iii. i6. We. alfo find this 
narkable Command : SanStify the Lord God 
yeur .Hearts, i. Pet. iii. 15. And we arc 
glorify God in mr Spirit, i. Cor. vi. 20* 
hich is done, when by a true Knowledge of 
k), our Hearts s^re filled with the Love and 
•gr of his great Name. When we contempt 
e his adorable Attributes, and loofe ourfelvesia 
jmiratioD. When wc know, and acknowledge 
r entire Dependence on him. When our Heart* 
I filled with the mk/Bi glowing Gratitude, by^ 
ifonof all the infinite and and numberlefs Bene- 
h ^1^5^ ^ infinitclT; fujperibuBdant, an^ 
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moft divine Liberaiicy has even contrATf to alt^i 
ouro^n D^lerts, lavithsl upon us, arid whtn 
we are htrebf rendered willing and eager to 
ofFi^r up ourfel^es, and all our Powers to tho 
JLord : Praife the I^rd O my Soul \ and dUtUt, 
is within me\ ffaife bis bolj 'Nfime. ' Pfal. iriii. 
1. This inward plfpofition, or internal Frame 
of the Soul, is expreffed* by external Deeds of 
the Body J wish which we sure to gkrtfy Goi^ 
J. Cor. vi. 20. And this is to be done, partly 
by H^ordsj aid partly by Deeds. Col. 3. 17. 
By fVords^ when /i»tf Mouth flows over wiih^ 
the manifold Praife^ of sic Lord.^ By Dftdf^ 
when alt is do:it folely to the Glory of God. 
1. Cor, XX. 31. Aid fo we muft do, thsu wc 
miy there)/ excite ojrfdves, and others ever 
.in>re an! more to magnify and praife the 
Loj-d. The Jlrfl Fruits of this Praife^ arc 
here on Eirth already ocFcrel up unto the 
Ix)rd, cfperially ia the Days of the N. T, 
m)hen the new Song is /iwo^. Pfal. xcvi. i. whei^ 
itbe !^jme of the Lord js to be praiftd% 
from the rifii% of the' Sun unto the goif^ 
d wt ^f the Same. Pfal. ciii. 3. 'When the, 
w^^l' E irtb is full of bis Glory. Ifa. Yi. 3. 

W ; n ly alio remirlc, that the Hebrew Wordt 
wV-h occurs in this Place, indicates 60 us cbaC 
Praife, which was anciently ^ven to the Lord 
in che publick Service of the Temple by PfalnUf 
and Songs compofed, and adapted for thai 
£aJa which were fune by Y(hccSj ud mufi- 

■ ■ '" ' ^ 
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il ]Wlrua^ntt; (Eor by tl^cfc Ivtcr, <Ifq ire. 
:e frequcncly enjoined to praife the Lord iii ^ 
le Bodk of Pfalnns.) There God iukMed tbf 
^jraifis of Ifrael. KaI. xxii. 3. Now thift Praife 
f Gcid in the Temple, (Hadovved forch the mbft 
eafdoaUe Rr^Ie which was to be oSerfd up to tht 
^rd bf the Believers of thcN. T. Formerlf 
lie earthly paWd wasf the Builder and Lev 
le^orthe Choir, or Pj-eccntor, as it were; 
at here it is the heavenly Dar id, Jefus Chrift* 
^i old the Praifi was! offered to the Lord in 1^ 
lucerial temple ^ but now it is given to Je* . 
iovah in the fpiritual Tempk of t^CbttrcJkznd 
)f the Heari. '"' The firfi Praife was fungj after . 
he (Uugiltering of the Beads to be offered y 
fhe taft, was. rendered to the Lord aftec the^ 
irii<htng of the only Sacrifice^ or Offer of Jefia 
^brijt. Were! the iSongs of, Praife formerly 
mnding tUar^ diligbtfuL, exciting the Attention^ 
nd rejoicmg thie Heart ? Lo ail thefe Prd« 
^iiis may be attributed in a much greater. 
Acl fublimer 3enfe to the Glorification of Godi 
Ei the Days of the N. T. And, finally, aa^ 
brmerly the Songs of Praife were heard* md^ 
eWated daily ^ in tbe^Ahrmng^ and Emning \ 
nren fo the People <^ God in the 
P^ys of the N.. T. are always engaged in the 
perpetual Glorification, or praiQng of God : / 
DpilT/ bUf$ tin Lord at dl Tima : His praife. 
%tll be cwtinuaUyin my Mautb. PfaU xxxtv. i. 
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'f$nd to Jlni Praifes unto thy Namt^ O Mojf 
JHigh : To Jhew forth thy loving Kindmfs in tb$ 
Mornings ,and tiy Faitbfulne/s ovny Night. 
Pfal, ch. I, 2. This Praife of Jehovah wilj 
be perfcftcd in eternal Glory hereaker. 
When all glorified Men and Angels will 
iiiceflantly celebrate all the impnortat Perfedi- 
ons of God, and greatly magnify the grea( 
Jehovah with their ipudeft, highefl; Praifet 
unto all Eternity. 

APPLICATION. 
^|?HUS, Auditors, I have attemj^ed to pre 
^ you a fliort Expofition pt a very grand, truely 
important, ^and moil falutary Truth, namely^ 
chat Jehovah is Greats andgroatfy to be praifed. 

What delightful, goodand falutary Employ- 
ment is it for all rational Creatures, conftant" 
ly, inccffantly,ctcrnally, tocontemplate,ceIebrate, 
-and adore the infinite Greatnefiy and mo(f 
ftupenduous Beneficence of the Lord ? purely 
the j^erception. Contemplation, or Intuition of 
the PerfeSlionj and Beauty of any Beings or 
Thing does always, and in general, neceflarily 
and infallibly beget in, and affbrd to the Soul, 
Delight ; Delight^ exaftly propotiionable to, 
and perfcftly commenfurate wit|i the fAeafuri 
or Degree of the PerfeSlion and Beauty per- 
ceived, or difcovered and beheld. Thismuft 
fieceflarily follow from the orig[inal Nature andi 
Tcry make of Man ; yea, from the very Confti- 
tugonal Fl^me, Temper, Stateand Condition q| 
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e human Mind, or of any truely Spiritud 
d ratibnal being whatfoeTcr. The Truth of 
is is alfo confirmed, & rendered certain beyond 
t very Poflibility of all reafonabic Controvcrfy ^ 

Scripture^ Reafon^ and univerlal Experiina^ 
fnce it is evident that Saints and Angels 
lift derive exquifite delight, yea, Pcrfed Satiety 

Pleafures, and unutterable Felicity from the 
rareft and moft immediate Intution, even the 
?rnal Vifion and full Fruition of the Deity 
nfelf, whofe Perfilti$ni Beneficenci^ an4 
auty are infinitely great, and moft divinelf 
orious. MAKARIOI, Happy j fays our moffi 
jffed Redeemer, tiappy are the fun in Hiart 2. 
r tbeyjhall See God^ Mat. v* Surely the 
ifion of God muft fill and tranfport the Soul 
th Admiration, Love, Fear, and deep A- 
)ni(hment. purely the Sight of all the im- 
enfely Great, immenfely Glorious, iminenfely 
autiful phydcal and moral Kxcelleocies mi th? 
created eternal Deity, muft affc^ the HrarC 
th Extafies of unknA^n^ of uniw^ginaUi Plea* 
res forever, and ever. How dclightfjil will 
be for all Angels and all Men, eternally ta 
t the Face of Jehovah, the Creator and 
overnor of Heaven and Ejirth, whofe Al- 
ighty Hand docs in every Injiant of Tupc^ 
lually perform numberlels. Millions ofi 
[illions of the greateft, bcft, and incompre- 
nfibly myfterious Miracles, both in the Kint^ 
»m tf Nature, and Grace by Divine Pror 



Hniente^ wlucn, among other thingt, i^il! 
t)ifh out to all holy Angels, and perf 

Jlor'rfcd Men,'"Mattcr, new Matter of 
.ftoniihoient and Joy unto all Eternity. ^ 
*tbove all and in particular, with what M; 
of moft diyinehf fwcct extafies of unutte 
Vaft Exultation will * all glorified Men be 
tranfportfed when they will not only mcft 
feAly Xmiv God in general as an iipfii 
Excellent Being; but alfo v^hen they (hs 
-their infinitely amiable GoeU Face to Face, 
enjoy Him and all other Things befides 
«s tiiit infinitely great Good, and moft d 
lybeautfful and eternal 7»i^i7tfw<:f and ,i 
^on I Hail all ye Saints ! . Hail all ye Ar 
All ye happy, happy, happy Favourites of 
Jehovah, Hail! HallcJujah I Halleli 
Greatly, greatly, greatly praifc the gra 
hovah, to the Excellency of yhholc Gredinefs 
IS m End ! Surely the Service is in) 
mtidnaU and mofl fuprekiehf ielightfut ; fi 
IS infinitely much more than due to the Ji^ 
wf thtt)Mne Excelkficy^ and moft aftoni 
unmetittrd, and eternal Beneficence of Jel 
Strike you, then, I bcfeech ydu, my i 
AuditorSj^ O ftrike, I conjure you, the 
htgheft Keys. Let your Lips pour out 
dantly the manifold Praife or God in thi 
frrandeft, very higheft, and moft perfeiSl 
,fible Strains, excite all Creatures togethe 
)fmiriciveiy dying \ maifrifie the Lon 



Wr, and let us exalt bis Name together. Pfal^ 
kxxiv, J. O keep not Silence, then, but praife 
Ks great and glorious Name, which is iBfinitcl jr 
txalccd above tf//J!/^»f, and a^bovc all Praife^znd 
ibevc all Things. Adopt the Language of tho' 
Plaimift, faying ? Blejfed be the Lord God #/ 
IfraeU from Everlajling t$ Everlajiing : Jnd 
Ul all the People fay^ Jmen. • Praife ye the Lord.\ 
PCil. cvi. 48. Surely the Service is per- 
fcaiy rcafonablc : For v^hat cap be more rca.-^^ 
Ibhable than to Praife Jehovah moft greatly J 
upon the account of his infinitely cxcellentr 
jfcatnefs, and moft divine Goodncfs. Moft 
rcrtainly^, Auditors, fincc God is poffeffcd of 
o many infinitely glorious natural, and morA 
^erfeHionsi and.fmce his ^Beneficence is ablb- 
ptcly.-bottndlcfs, it is i\ot only pur D«//, and 
•lappinejsi but it ough| tli^bf our moft fu- 
>rcme, znd ftle Delight yto cclebrite and praife his 
rrcat Name from Eternity unto Eternity in the 
cry higheft, and moft perfect poflible MannerJ 
Surely ?ifter the genial.. Refurreftion, final 
i^bnfummation, and moftVperfedl Reftitutionof 
ill Things, all the perfc;aiy glorified Men and 
I'oly Angels of God, will have, will know^' 
yill dejire no other Felicity, no other Duty^' 
)p other Joy, except only to praife moft 
greatly,! moft perteftly, and in the very beft 
poflible Manner, the Infinitude of the divme 
Grieatpefs/ And is not Jehovah great, antj 
ftcatly to be Praifed, now ? Xt^V S^x vVks.^ 
I - 



IS no rnd oF hisGrcatntfi. But feeing that aS 
trur Virtue, or real Piety, and moral Amend- 
irirnt. can only Aavc its Foundation in, or take 
its Beginning frorn the Underftanding : Since 
that which is unknowrt, is unbelovcd : For wha^ 
the a dcrftandihg does hot exhibit to the Wilf 
as good, excellent and beautiful, the Will can*i' 
drfire, agreeable to tlie Latiii Adage, Ijrnoti 
nulla Cupido ; then it is a moft plaia and lelf- 
cvi(Jent truth, that we cannot poflibly loveanrf ^ 
praise an unknown God. Conrrariwife it il' 
ablolurely iibfoflible that we (hou)d know Goct- ^ 
its infinitely great, infinitely excellent, and bene^ ^ 
ficent, and not love,^ and praife him. Hence ? 
<he true and faithful Witneft, eyen out moSJ ^ 
glorious, and inBnitely amiable Redeemer, the 
Lord Jrfus Chrift, who is Truth and; Veracity ' 
itfelf, and cannot poflibly lie, fays:* TIns.is UJi 
4ierwaL that thiy mifht know ttee the cnfy truJ 
Gcd^ andjefus Cbrifi^ whcm the'u hafi feni. John.. 
17. 3. But as the true Knowledge of God ij' 
fcett' r than Life •, So b%ing igrtorant of God a 
'worft than Diatb. Hence the wjfcff of ^//Men,' 
Solomon, fays ; tben I faUo that H^ifd$m exalUtt 
FcUy^ as fat as Light excilletb Darknefs, Ecd. 
11. 13. Wh< retore he ellewhere declares, that thi 
Soul without Knowledge, is not good. Prov. 
3C!X. 2. Thtrtfofe there is a moft horrible Ten-' 
grance denounced aeainft thofe, that know notf 
CioH. ,^er I. Their. 1. 7, 8, 9. ff 'hen the Lord J^ 
^ Pall be revealed frm Heaven with kis miif^ 
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tf^ilSy infiaming Fire, ^taking Vengeance $% 
I that know not Gvd^ and that obey n^t thi 
Ulof our Ldrd Jefus Cbrifi : IVhofhdlbi 
fhed with everlafting Dvirtiction from tbi 
fence of the L^rdy and from the glory of bis ' 
fer. Mofl: certainly it will fare, or be very iH 
I all thofe, who do not Jcnow and greatly 
le the great Jehovah, if they perfift in their 
1 exceffiv© Folly uhto Death : O what Ter- 

will feize them when the infinitely folemri 
:kooing, and moft divinely levere Exanii- 
XI commence: For the Reward of their 
ids (hftU be given theril. And an horrible 
npeft, even 4 moft violent and infinitely . 
mitous Hurricane of Eternal Vengeance 
I be the Portion' of their Cup. For they 
, on the Day ot univerfal juft Retribution, 
umndoncd before the Judge of Heaven and 
tb^ feated upon a very awful Throne ot GIo- 
fulminating and thundering with the infinite 
our of God's inflexible Juftice and Judgment, 
ch are the firmnefs and very Foi^ndation of 

moft dreadful Tribunal. I fay all finally 
mitent Rebels, will be hurried into the Pre-" 
e of th^ greMt Judge of the Univerfe, moft 
mnly leatcd, and attended with Myriads of 
r Angels, darting fwifter than Lightning 
tl Pole to Pole, and from Eaft to Weft 
he Intimation of the divine Pleafure. A 
ge, fromwhofe Face the Heaven and the 
thpd aiFJ/, accordii^ to tiatN\Svwv ^ 
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St. Jehi. A Judge, at whofc fierce Indi 
tion the vbsle Creation . trembles like a I 
Then Jefus Cbriji^ the tremendou^^ rigb 
Judge, armed with Anger and Vengeance^ 
denounce the infinitely fevcrc Sentence of 
tmI Death and Damn^ition againft all 
guiltjr, naked, defenceleft, and mod obno: 
.wretches, faying in the very Fire of hi 
finite Fury, yea. in the very Thunder o: 
divine Anger; I know you not whence ye 
depart from me^ yt n^orkers of Iniquity. 
Depart from me^ ye curfcd, into everlafting 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels, i In 
fequence of this infinitely feverc; yet infi 
juft Sentence, they will be caft into outer E 
nefs, into the Abys of utter Perditiort, (Not c 
ming whether this Place will be • in the in 
Abys of Darkncfs, or empty Space beyon 
Boundaries as it were of the Unirerie.] 
* this mod wretched Place of Torment, and 
]aj(ling Defpair, I mean in an infinitely a 
Hell, they will be utterly deftiture of allG 
and fuflfcr all Evil. Then and there the; 
iind, by woful, and immenfcly miferable I 
Tience, that they are caft out of God'i 
vbur forever. They will find that they 
by their Final Unbelief and Impenitence 
pofed themfclves to the Difpleafure of God 
that they have fct themfelves up as. a Mi 
ihe rightaiming thunderbolts; of the Aim: 
md i/iHnitely iaccnCcd Jthovah. Then nhe 
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re that, by their moft defperale Volljl thrf, , 
ave exchanged an infinitely great, and ercr-^ 
ating Good, even God and lus Favour, wUch 
nplics perfeft Felicity ; ior an infinitely ^eat» 
nd eternal Evil, even God'a ■ eternal Anger 
nd Vengeance, which fuppofet the higheft and 
nod complete Mifery. O 1 The cioaftrous,^ 
lore than monftrous Folly of impenitent Siat-; 
ers ! To barter an infinitely great and eier- 
al Gi^d, for an infinitely great and eternal M-^ 
HI % yea, to prefer mU Evil^ to mil Good ; CO 
xchange, as it were, Heavm for fib//, Salva^ 
on for Damnation ; to prefer the oioft wreteh« 
ri Company of the mod execrable Craw at 
II the damned Monfters in Hell, to the hUdful 
eciety ot all the fupremely blefled Haft of 
-iumphant Kings in Heavev ; to prefer eternal 
irief to everlaftiiig Joy ; the Blafphemiea of 
be accurfed ChJdren of t4ie Devil, to the Halle- 
jjahs of the Children of God ; all natural and 
loral Evil, to all natural and moral Good i 
II pofliblc Detormlty, Imperfcftion and Shaoie^ 
p'all poflible Beautf, Perfeftion, and' Glory 
Oreadful CommuUtion / moft miferably wrong 
Lftimition of all Thing! ar'ifing, and flowing 
rem the Source, (hall 1 fay ? Nay, rather from 
he vf ry Sink of an infinitely deep moral Cor- 
upbon ot the Mind, of the Underftaoding, of 
he JuHpment. No Wonder that the very wifefl 
>f ail Mrn, Solomon, lo very frequently calla 
3ifi jp(f//r, while he terms Piety iyi/d$m : Foir 
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it is the rary gcriteft poffible Folly to pir 

the gcr4ttft ^oXEiAt Evily tothcgrratcft p 

$kkt Gdpi\ CTCOU it argues the grctteft p 

-ftle Wifdom to prricr an infinuc Goed, 

an infinite Evil. jBuc to return irom this ! 

nrcffioo. I onlf add wh^ will be abovr 

:^binB faorribBe to all rhr damned in H 

Mniely» that they nuift all look ppon the gi 

& eternal God himfelf as their inexorable Ent* r 

Tea that the qiricd muft, one and all of the 

Imve in perpejtual View, and behold with / 

mfm Eya^ ihtgriMt Jibovab^ whofe hornid 

.Effince is, CO the damned, a confuming F 

:For, according to the exprefs Declaration 

St. PauU OurG$iisM c&ti fuming Fin. C 

ceiTf, my moft dearly beloved Hearers, Y 

'wceffivcly afraid it muft make all the wrtt 

Uri in Hdl, to be conftrained to look etern; 

en the very Effencc of the Godhead, » bei 

'to them, an infinite, eternal, C9n[uming f 

'and as it were, the very Thunder ol i^ fi 

Fury and Vengeance. Such a Sight, fay 

"jfaeb a Vitw of God, a God all Fin, . 

^fiming Firij muft tctally and moft dread\ 

jibverwhelm all the damned in HcM v.\i\\ 

Icnown, moft extreme, and everlaftirg //^r 

^Mickty^ Anguifii^ CaUmify. Diftrefs. Cmi 

\y'n\MZ fearful Thing to fall ii to jt.Sc He 

ef the Living God, whofe irnmmfe Pcr»rai( 

idiflionoured by Sins not repented cfyV^y^ be 

fifiedtq render the danned c^mfUtily o 
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i-kble. Then they -will howl^ wcf p^ and gnaii 

their Teeth : Yea, they will molt violently^ 
fcream, and moft horribly blafpheme the God 
of Heaven, the very God that made and created 
tbem, by rcafonof the gre^t Extrtmity of their 
racking, nioffc excruciating^ and eternal Tor- 
ments. 

But thefc Thoughts are exceeding gloomy 5 
they exhibit a Pifture, and Profpcdt of aa in- 
finitely difmal and eternal Scene. And why 
fhould I endearour to paint to you the dread- 
ful End of impenitent, faithlefs Rebels, fmce I 
would hope better Things concerning you all^ 
my dear Heariers. I hope we all greatly praife 
the Lord, becaufc h^ is Great. Yet if fomc 
bf us fliould be (6 unhappy, as not greatly to 
praifc the infinitely great, the infinitely good^ 
and moft beneficient Jehovah, let all fuch fin- 
ccrely, and vith their whole Heart, repent of 
their great Folly, and black, and fhamcful In- 
gratitude. Let all impenitent Sinners, fly to 
Chrift with an unfeigned Fiith, and deep Re- 
pentance ; not only to be delivered from thft 
Puniftiment, but alfo, and principally to be favcd 
from the predominant Power, and very being 
' of Sin, to the End that they may greatly praifc 
. the great Jehovah for ever and ever. The 
Confideration of the greatnels, and multiplicity 
.- of your Sins ought not to difcourage you, 
ought rot to deter you, nor plunge you into 
^JDcfpair. By no Means I God is GoodnefSy he 



is Lave itfilf: For God is Love ! Jehc 

is allfuflicienc. And the Grace of God is i 

than [ufficieni for the r^ry chiefcft of all Sinr 

And. Jehovah hunfclf has even fworn by 

far niorcexceeding and eternal Weight of 

own Glbry, that he has no Plealurc in the D 

of a Sinner, but that he fliould repent and liv< 

Jet this, immcnfe^ greatnefs of divine Good 

leadypu tofincere Repentance. Lettheinfin 

fuperabundant all.fufficiency, and moft (iupci 

ous, eternal, divini: Philanthropy of the i 

adorable Jehovah be the Foundation of all \ 

Hope, and the firm.^ Bafis^ of your, moft 

fraith. Confide in the infinite Merit^?; an4 e 

way pcrfeft Altoncment of, Jefus Chrifl,. a 

matter of your Juftification in the Sight of ( 

Contribute all your labours, all your very ut 

endeavours to glorify God by JefusChrift : 

in this does faving Faith confift. And this 

©ught to do new : For, behold, ^ 

is the accepted Tinie ; New is the Pay of 

irarion. Therefore you ought to repent, 

even in . the frefetit Ttijtant : Since' the 

Hour, the next Minute, ye the very, next 

ment may put a Period to our . mortal 

and utterljr preclude even the poffibiliiy of 

pentance and Salvation. Procraftination i 

finitely dangerous, infinitely foolifh, and 

jritely criminal here. Tke prefcnt Time, 

ia the only certain Time, and Opporti 

without all pcnLdvctv\Mi%x!^Kv^ft fu^ 



Vifdott) dirtSt% and commands foil fhoft eaS 
;erly to cmbracf it as the very bcft to iectiit 
n intereft in the divine Favour, ^whLth is better 
han Life itfelf, even as his Frown is vi^orfe than 
)eath. To delay the infinitely hicinentous 
tufinefs^ or Work, eveft for the Space of on* 
foment, imay, for ought any creature knows 
o the rcyerfe^ plunge you into the Abyfs of 
tttor DcftruftioR and eternal Defpair. Foif 
jod's Sake, then, and for the fake of thfc fever* 
ailing Salvation of your own Soul, lay hold 
his prcfent Mctnenr^ I bcfccch you, (there iH 

10 other in your Power^ no other certain,) lay 
old on the Hope fct before yoii in the eter« 
a) Gofpel. "Will ye delay one Moment, ond 
nfianp to fly from an ivfinitelj difmul^ and f- 
trnal iitW ? Can you doubt one Momenti 
[whether ybu will feck an everlafling, and an 
■ifinitely delightful Heaveh, or not ? Is not the 
^onour and Glory of God a. fufficient iMotivc ? 
Cannot the infiniuly dolorms Pcjfton, and hund-*^ 
ffj Pbilanthropy of the great kedeefiher of 
4arkind, allure your Hearts f Surely ybu haveS 

11 that is in the Creator, and all that is in th<l 
>eation ; you have all thafis cwful and delight^ 
ul in Time and Eternity to conflrain you to 
lelieve in Jefus. Let; not the greatncfs of jbtt 
Suik deter you. Let not your uttei* inability 
ofave yourfelfj difcourage your Hearty tbf 
Jeter you from the great Duty^ and "^Crk of 
xliciring itt Jcfus. You have to do witK <• 

- ■- K <e^ 
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tjod oF infinite Merqr and Power ; AGod^ ^ 

yfbo is Loire, Love in ihr very abftraft, Lo*t | 

itielt^ A'God ^bo delightrth to pardon and! 

Iblot out all your Sins ; and who delighteth to - 

perfeft his Strength in Weakntfs, and to dit ^ 

j)lay his divine Omnipotence in your moft ex* ^ 

trcme Imbccillity, and utter Inability. Surclf . 

you are able to pray. At leaft you can, (by ^ 

tiivineGrace) afk aJBitfiing. This, methinksf ^ 

you dare no% you tannct pojjihly deny. Wdl ^ 

then, never tear 5 only ajk. For fp runs the ( 

•high Precept, and infinitely confolatry Promifc ^ 

ox the great Redeemer ; J^Jk, and it JbaU k , 

given ycu 5 fitk^ and ye Jhall find ; knocks ani J 

it Jhall hi opened unto you : Now note well the , 

unbounded extcnfivencfs of the Promife, and' \ 

adore the moil divine Benignity of Him that' ; 

made it : For everyone ; adorable Goodnefsl \ 

Every one that ajkeih receivetb ; and he thtt \ 

Jeeketb findeth ; and to him that knocketh it Jhm \ 

i» opentd. And that, no pofliblc Efacouragc-, 

mcnt m»y be wanting, Jcfus goes on, and 

in endlefs Grace fuperadds : Or tohat Man 

is there of ypu, whom if his Son aJk Breads fvsU 

he give him a Stone ? Or if he afk a Fifo mil 

he give htm a Serpent? If you then king evik 

kiow how to give good Gifts unto your Cbildreiif 

^ww much more Jhall your Father which is M 

Bcaven give good things to them that ajk him f 

IVIat. vii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Chrift Jcfus has 

ftlfo promifed you the Gilt and Afiiftance of die 

"' Holf /i 
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ly Spirit, to help your infrrm'ties ; fo thag- 

n your Inability ougKc not to d*ter you : 
• thus fay$ Chrift Luke xi. i^. If yc then 
tg evil^ knotv how to give^ood Gifts unto 
r Children : How much more fhM youp htaven^ 
father give the Holy Spirit to tbsm that afk - 
t? And in order «o. encourage you ycc 
re. He gives you the • very HigKeft, and 
y ftrongeft poffible Aflur^nce. For tl^ougU, 
rhe divine Pfomifcs are fpoke by a Mouth 
t cannot lie, and therefore are pcrfeftly fure ;^ 
: in condefccnfion to your mpft extreme Im- 
illity, which is in very deed infinite Conde- 
Tion, God gives them the Sanation of hi» 
n inviolable' Oith, to the end ■ that h? might 
imph over all your Incredulity, and that 
1 might yield a mofb coVdiai and firni Af- 
c to the., nioft dime Infallibiiity of his 
3mifes. And this good News , fo great is, 
divine Goodneft, God has chiirged 
Minifters to. bring, declare and publifh, 
to you. Sdy mUk them as I live^ faith the 
riGod^ I have no Plea fure in the Death of 
wicked ; but that the wicked turn from bis IVay^ 
i live : turn ye^ turn ye from your- eyilfVays % 
' why will yi die^ O Houfe of Ifrael ?EzckJ 
xiii. II. O' do. not, then, by Unbelief^ make 
)d a Liar 1 Do not, I conjure you, by your 
3ft irrational and infinitely criminous Incre- 
ility m:ike the great ' Jehovah himfelf , a — ^. 
rjurerA For God's Sakc> kl tvQit>Q\^0«. \^^-^ 
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Ipair plqnge you into ths Abyfs of eternal 

liicion^ and abfolutely irremediable Mi: 
Thii would bd infinite Madnefs^ infinite 
jcrCity indeed. Q fly to Chrift^ then, 
the Wings qf an unfeigned Faith, and 
4eep Repentance. I^et nqt the multipli 
an4 inveteracy of your Sins, difcourage y 
let npt the highefl: enorn^ity, and m^ft exti 
ilagrahcy of your Guilt ; let nqthing deter 
^roo^ this neceflary and naoft falutary W 
^o\X have the Promife qf the God- of Tr 
you have the mod inviolable Oath of Jeh 
fjin^felf for your Warranto To remove e 
poflible, every imaginable Difficulty ; an< 
take av^ay all Difcouragements without 
^eptioi), Chrift gives you the ftrongeft anc 
left Aflbrance that Words can convey, (aj 
llim that comtbto me^ \^be his Sins ever lo g 
ever fq many) J w/^ (pay all polfible Attei 
to this, Q Sinner,) in no mfe (by no po 
Means, upon no Account at all^ caft out, 
gainil this metlunks, the moft ftubborn, 
itooft ^efperate Incred^lity itielf, cannc 
Froqf. Infinitely great, precious and con 
tory is this thy Promife, O thou moft W 
\|^ridegroon;^ of thy Church, thou infinitely 
able Jtfu 1 ' Let the greatnefs of Jehovah, 
the' greatnefs of his Qoodneis, and the ^ 
lidency ofhi$ Grace, lead you, OSinne 
Kepentance. May God of his infinite M 
f-ffi? m «*» 5? 5!?S Honour^ wd <?lwy 
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Pra^fc of his own grc4C Nam?. 

But it it now high Time that I turn my fclf 
|o you, who actually praife the great Jehovah^ 
in order to addrefs the Remainder of this Dif- 
courf^ to your Chriftian Attention. Endeavour 
with all your might to acquire thf mod en- 
larged » diftinfk and clear Ideas of the infinite 
Greatnefs and excellency of the Lord God, t^ 
the end that you -may praife him mod greatly. 
And as God has manifefted his tremendous 
Greatnefs, and mod adorable Goodnefs in his 
two grand Volumes, or Books, namely the great 
Boo^ of Nature, and the greater fopernatural 
Book: of Grace, or the holy Bible, You ought 
Day and Night to ftudy both. But mofl: you 
muft ftudy the Bib!?. The facred Bible, that 
iBoft divine Sanctuary, gWes you the clcareft,the 
fulleft, and very grandefl: pofTible Exhibition of 
ail the infinite Excellencies of the uncreated 
Bdng. Here you are prefented with a perfe6): 
Hiftory of all the glorious Ways and Works 
of God, whether paft, prefent, or futurd^ O con- 
tribute all your Labours, all your Endeavours^ 
all your* very utmoft Efforts, to know God as 
he has reneealed himfelf in the facred Scriptures. 
J^ray without ceafmg, that God may by the 
mighty Power of divine Grace, open your Eyes, 
that you may more plainly fee the mofl: divine 
Wonders of his Law. It Is a felfevident, infat* 
fible, and undeniable Truth, that the more wt 
H^poyf f|f thj^ Qreatnefs tnd Beneg^encc of Jehch 

'" "^ " ' vaK 
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vah, the more we will Love, fear and prufe 
him. And it is equally certain and erident, 
that the mod fupreme and ulcimate end of God 
in his whole divine CEconomy both of Nature 
and Grace, neither is, nor can be any other, than 
to manifcft his Greatnefs that we might mod: 
greatly praife him for ever and ever. And to 
praife the great Jehovah, O Children of God, 
you have the greatefl: poflible Motives. I (ay 
you are under infinitely ftrohg, under infinitely 
tender Obligations, to fear, to love, to thank,, 
to celebrate, and greatly prailc the Lord your 
God. Foe: God is not only infinileiy excellent in 
Greatnefs, byt he alfo is your Portion ( the 
whole Univerfe is your Portion ; (ternal happi-* 
nefs is your Porri6n ; all things without excep-^ 
tion are yoijr eternal and infinitely great Portion, 
even your lupreme and perfeft Good. All this 
is evident, in general, from the divine teftimony 
which occgrs Rev. xxi : 7. He that ovcr- 
cometh jftji/ inherit 0H things : and I will be bis^ 
Csdy and he (hall be my Son. 

But more particularly I fhall Ihew, 
. I. That God is the portion of his People for- 
ever. SeePfal. Ixxiii: 26. God i^ the Strength 
^f^y ffior^^ and my Portion for ever. This very 
comfortabfe Do6trine merits, more thv^ merits 
the d^epeft, and moft ex^fit attention of God's 
wnivcrfal Church. Wherefore God himfclf chair 
lenged all poffiblc Attention, when he vonchfafed 
» fl^Iare and dclWcr it^ Saying; Hear^ O mjf 
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Peopky end twill /peak ; Ifrael, end Ii»iU 

teftify etnon^ tbei : J God^ am tky God. Pfah 

I. 7. 

2. But not onljr is the Infinitely great and 
moft divineJf glorious God^ the eternal Portion 
of his People; but alfo all Creatures, or the 
ifhole Univerfe, is the eve riaftibg property, or 
portion of God*s Favourites. For all Things, 
are yours : whether Pauly jor Jpollos^ or Cephas^ 
ir the H^orldy or Life^ or Deaths or Things 
prefeni^ or Things to come ; all are yours % And 
jrc are Chrift's j and Cbrift is God^s. i. Cor,* 
111. 21, 22, 23. 

3. Finally, whatever God/ and all Creaturet 
have done, novr do, and ever will do ; in one 
Word) all Things without any Exception at ali^ 
nauft all cooperate for good, efen for the very 
beft to all thofe who love God in Sincerity. 
For St. Paul fays ; fFe know (not we dream, 
we conjc^urc, we wife, we hope ; but {we d^ 
How that all Things work together for good t$r 
them that love God. kom. viii. iS. So that 
^U ThingSy without Exception, belong to the 
People of God. Or at leaft ov^ry true Believer 
will be put in the full, and eternal Poffeffion of 
all Things, For, if I may be allowed to repete 
the above cited Text, Rev. jtxi. 7. He that 
overcometh Jhall inherit all Things : CCoitfe-^ 
qucntly merit nothing : ) and I will he his Gedi 
and he fiall be wy Son. Here I would remark^ 
that the Phrafe, twill be his God^ is the grand 

1? \«GC)C&^ 
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Protnifc of the Covcrant. And it teacher iiii 
that the infinitely great, every way pttfeft^ 
and mod fuprcme God^ is npt only in gencrd 
the Portion of the Believer ; but iroft patticu*' 
larly; that he is to and for him, all that^ what- 
loevcr he can poflibly be by the abiolute imfr 
nitude of all his divine Feritdions. That i%i 
that God will rcndei' every true Btliever fel 
)ierft£l, fo glorious, fo glad, and fo happy as be 
even by all his infinitely perftdl Atiributts, poffi- 
bly can. In other Words, that God willccin* 
munrcate and give to all Believers all the 
good Things they are capable of, er tJicir 
limited Nature can poflibly admit. Yea l^ The 
Fhrafe manifefily imports that the infinitely 
great Jehovah freriy gives himfelf , and all the im* 
menlely rich Treafures of his divine AllfuiEci« 
ency to his People; and that he will g^ve ihtm 
a pcrfeA fatiety of, the moil ravifhirg, of the 
moft divinely glorious Joys, eternally^ 

. But furthermore it is luperadded } ^nd U 
Jhallhi fny Son. 

To be Sons and Daughters of God Almighty 
is a capital Benefit of the Covenant of Grace. 
for, as many as nceived him^ to them gave be 
Fewer t$ become the Sons of G$d^ even i0 them 
that believe on bis Name : tVbicb ivere hern^ \not 
0f Bloody nor of tbe voill of tbe FUfi>^ not of the 
iiuillof Man^ tut of God. John i. 12, 13, 
But this is the Covenant tlat Imllmake fmtb 
**4 JiM/e $f IJriil \ /tfUT tiofi D0jSi faith thi 
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XcrS, I'inttput niy him /hear this /c Antinpr 
liiians,) jMtfillfut my L^win their inwafd PifrSS^ 
ufid write.k in their Hearts ; and I will bethetT 
Gcdjattd thijfjhallbe my people. Jcf. xx«. ggk' 
-' But it <itfcrves our nioft particular Notice^ 
md challengers thcj. cxs^ft and very grcatcft 
poffiblc* Attentiprij that it is pot faid'herc; He 
that ovcrcometh, fh^ll ,t)c my Servant ;;^ Al- 
ihough it is indeed a^noft •Sublime Honour to 
be a Servant of the, ipoft high^.Gcd, the poffcf- 
for of Heaven,, and Earth. ^ No! But, he fhaU 
be my Senl Moft.endearing'*Appelationj Signi- 
ficanc ajid.exprcffive^^oif' the; moft hdbouraWci 
Relation that, can poffibly Tubfift between two. 
Beings. ,A.. Sop, ^efpeqally *a firft* born Soa) 
being one of the moft excellent, mofl ^worthy 
llhd honourable Sjhx, i^-^Jt;ays thernqft favourite 
Objcft of parental. A.ffe<5tionK Moft gracious^ 
oioft glorious Promifcjthen :, Fpr he that ovcr- 
cometh the great, th^/mlghty arid, moft formida- 
ble triple Hoft of Darkneft ;/Namely>, the, 
DcviK,the World, ^ and the Flefli ; in a Word, 
be that triumphs over aU his internal and exter- 
nal, ail his . Ipiritual andcfcodily Enemies; he 
ftiall not only be the* Creature, not only the 
Servant, .not^oply a Child, not only the? 
Daugluer ; No 1 But » Son- alfo. Yea ! even 
4 dear^ pUafant^ darliti^^ and moft favourite firjt^ 
b$rn Son of the Moft High ^ God ! What moft> 
tfpd^r,. moft honourable, and moft . glorious; 
Relations do all thp.. Conquerors, ortol/fe the 
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ihaiftifubfimie and eiegiihc fcrlptural PHraTc^ill 

€Hofe Who itrfif )»i?r^ /;^lv €M^trws\ bare to 
iSod knd Chrift ? F^ / tfi»i (ii^?/* ip/«f«% itil 
€be Affertionof J«hovah hknletf) Ikm^FaOtt 
4ti Ifrdeli and Ept>f4im'is'lnyfifft Borm ' Is mi 
'EfhYaimmydear SonfUht norafkajani CUldi 
for fiUce I fpakt to btin^ Tdo eafneflfy nmeMtr 
inmjtili: Tberefoti fity Bofvels are ^nwbUd ff 
'bipi t I Ki^ill fkrety bate Mercy Upon bim^fmtk 
-f hi Lord. ]tt. ^1.9* and 20. Bebold(\t( 
^his injjunftion bt Jelus awake and rdufe yo^ 
titm^ft Attention to what follows) ^09 JUoikr, 
'md tjiy Brethren. Far wbofoever Jb'all do tk 
%oiJl of my Father which is in Heaven^ the' fame ii 
fhy Brdthery and Sifter^ arid Mptbir. Mkttli. 
;32. 4, 9, 5. ; - , . . 

■ With what rrioft Divide' Philanthropy, Vith 
•i^hat infinitely dctp and itfdft ftupenduoui 
Comimferation do the Bowels of Jchbvab ycrti 
over Yeu ? How infinite is the Honour God 
has conferred, and laviihed upon You ? And ; 
•O how great is thy goodnefs^ O Jebovaby which 
thou haft laid up for them that fear tbee i -which 
thou baft ivrought for them that truj^ in thet^ 
iefore the Sons of men! Pfal. 31. 19. For, 
As it is written^ Eye bath not feen^ n&r Ear 
beard J neither have entered into the Heart of MaHy 
the things which God bath prepared for tim 
that love him. 1. Cor. 2, 9. O let mc 
intreat you then, If you can need any ehtreaty» 
greialy to prailc 70Ut ^ttat^ y^r good, aM 



icncftcfint Cr«tor, Praifc the infinitply lacrc^d-J 
.nd mpft ^dor^blp Triniiy. Love>- tharik ana 
iraifcimpfj: greatly God the Father, bccaulc, 
ic fa I9VC4 the World, ths^t he gave his only 
^egqtten Son, th;<t wJ^^wr bclieveth in him 
lioulcj pot perifl^ but hay? eternal Life. Love, 
ihftnk ^nfl pr^^fe mod greatly God the Son, 
:hap he has. fo loved yoir, ai to die the irio^^ 
[ifij^ful, aj34. A^^mcifuil pe^th of the Cn:^s,^ tfuit 
ie mght w«ijb you from 4IJ your Sins in his owix 
l^lpoil. Lpve, thank. and ji^raife mpft greatly- 
Sod thf Holy. Gpoft, .bccaufe'he has, by.Kii^ 
^cn'tghty anc( mqft falut^y Operation, prp- 
dVQ^H^P^MF? and Faith in. your SouU, that 
ye, ^ni^bc he peffeAJy jt^ified, GIoriEed, beatU 
Qedi not W\y: V\ ^ ^pU confiftancy with the infi^ 
nite Pcrfetjipns pf God^ and tjtic Honour c» 
the divip^ L;^«ir, bu(^ even; to (he vei^y greaujl 
pdffihlc Glory ^nd Honopf pf bo^h. Si^rely. it 
^ f^r^ infinitely r^fpnab)e Thing, to.l^ye tji^ 
|LX)r^ thy God with all .thy Heart^^ and with^alji 
thy Soul, and with all thy Strength, apd yiifh att 
|hy Mind 5 and your Neighbour as' yx>qr* jfc(fl 
(your N.eigh^p^r. bping by nature equally ^g9o4 
with your felf.) It is without, ^t perad venture, 
uifinitely reafonable that you greatly praife the 
Lord yottrGod^ widi Thank^iyipg, 05 as PauJ 
f peaks, by thanking God in, all Things^ , For 
ilU Things ^e God*sGift» or ^re g^ven tpj^ b]^ 
God. How gre^t then are pur Oblig^ionjB tQ. 
gritiW^e I SiKifly t^ SlWtgjJl^f^Witudej^ap^ 
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Thanks ought to be equal to the Grcatncfs, and 
Kumbcr ot the Gifts or Benefits given, an^ 
received- ' But the greamefs and Number of 
the Gifts, *and Benefits, are: infinite and in- 
numerable, and Eternal : For thejr are God, 
chey are. yourfelf, thejr are the whole Univcrlc, 
they arc Salvation, riiey at^ the Fulnefs of 
eternal Joy, tbgy are all Things^ as'' we have d^ 
monftrated already. HoW then', I befecch you, 
can you be duly thankful to your infinitely Greats 
infinitely Good, ' and moft . inconiprehenfibl/ 
beneficent Creator. 'Furthermore, "=fuppo(e a 
Man prefented one of you with the Sum of ten 
thoufand Pounds ; with what Gratitudfc and Joy 
would you receive the nominal Gift ? - Ho^r 
much would you love him, and fiow' highly 
would you think yourfelf* obliged to- hiin for 
the handful of Duft !' How much then ought 
you to love God, who gives himfelf to you, and 
the whole Univerfe forever, and makes all Thingi 
work for your beft Eternally ? Surely as much 
as' may be. ' >. ' 

And here I cannot but remind you of a moft 
glorious Truth, never, never to be forgotten; 
and of which we have took Notice in the Ex- 
plication of the Text -, viz. That all Creatures^ 
or the whole Creation, even the great Univerfe^' 
has not only been firft, or originally created, 
or pfo.:luced out of Nothing by the Nod of 
Omnipotence -, But that -every individual Crea- 
ture in parucular, and the whole Univerfe ki 
]y*' "'' ^' ,""."/ gcncnd » 



general owes theGontinuation of its Exiftcnce to 
the faaie Almighty- Nod ot God's Will: Sinc^ 
the Exift6hce of the Univerfe, knd the Continu- 
ation thereof, cannot but abfoluteljr, and entire- 
ly depend upon the Alnfiighty Will, and infinitely: 
Ibvereign Pleafure of the Deity. For, the Will 
of God,' (by wl^ich he creijtcs, produces and 
effeftuates all Things) being Omnipotent, ic 
ncceflarily follows, ihiit whatever he wills, muft 
ie done, and mull he -, and whatever he wills 
not, cannot be done, nor be ; abfolute Omnipo-^ 
tence being itrefiftable. *• Now if we apply thit 
to the Univerle, it will appear moft incontcftibly 
evident, that not only the Being, or Exiftencc of 
fchc whole Univerfe, but alfo the Continuation 
of the Being, or Exiftcnce-of the Univerfe, abfo- 
lutcly, ' wholly and neceflarily depends on the 
ibfolute dmnipotence of God's Will. For 
from and by- tht abfolute Omnipotence of thfc 
divine Will it cacwe to pafs, and could not but 
come to pafs, that when God willed the Exiflr- 
cnce of the Univerfe firft, it, could not but ex- 
ift ; fince abfolute Omnipotence knows no Iip- 
poffibility, and 'cannot be rcfifted. And that 
ths Univerfe has ever fince, thatis, ever fince 
its firft Exiftence, depended upon the Omnipo- 
tent Nod of God's Will, or upon the conftant 
ind Omnipotent Volition of the Deity ^ and will 
depeod thereon (o long as it will continue to 
exift (which will be to all Eternity) may be all 
proved with perfect Certainty from the abfolute 
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Omnipotence of God's Will, without which 
the Untvcrfe cannot poflibly m:^intain its Exift- 
cncc. Much Jefs can the ljniver(c fqpgort and 
maintain its Exiftence againft the Thunder pf 
Jehovah's Nod. If therefore the Exiftence, and 
conftant, and eternal Continuation, or puration 
cf the whole Upivcrfc cntierly, whc^y^donly 
depends on the Almighty and perpetual Exer- 
tion of Omnipotence, then it plainly follows, 
that tlie divine Power, Wifdom, ^nd moift a- 
dorable Goodnefs of the great Jehovah is con- 
itantlf, and eternally exerted, employed, and 
cixerci&d for your Good *, and that h^ always, 
or forever work;^, and makei 9}l other Thjngii 
without Exception, work together for yqur rnqft 
fuprenfte Good. Yea if the wfeo^ Uniycft^ 
the whole Creation, even all Things. witfapHf 
exception, depend on the eternar l^ercipa of 
Omnipotence both for their Exiftence^ ^pd for 
their eternal Duration, or for th(!; ^crlaft-K^ 
Continuation of their Exigence, as h*» 
been proved with, abfolute certainty frcim Jh? 
abfolute Oninipotence of the divine Will- And 
li God, and aU Creatures, evf^n pin; wMe 
Uuiverfe, are all yours ; and if all God ^oes, 
and all that which all. Creatures dp, in ft Wor4i 
if all things without Exception, whether paft, 
prefent or iuture, do, muft, will, and ihi^Uocsr* 
nally work together for your beft, as ha^ bcfp 
proved eveq ifrom Scripture ; then, without all 
peradvcnture, Godis cterwlly in the Tcry Aitef 
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bIcflingyoUi hot only^as it were ciofttinUjllljr creat- 
ing yow ; for^Pivints fity thai (Cofifervaticn is d 
cdniiftusl Creation) but he alto Gonftantly , inceilanc 
ly, and eternally, pntfents you with yourfelres; 
andWith the whole Crea^ch^ Vith hirtiicH, with 
•ail Goody With all pofllbteHappindfeytf'i^tt tviti 
itdl' Tidffgj. Here then isaconftant, perpetual 
rzFidtt&fial Gift of all Goodj created, «nd un- 
treated i^ a Gift of all Things 9 always gil'tJ^ 
always receiving ; I mean a Gift every Men 
'ment nctntfy given^ and every Moment n- 
. tintfy rtcrived . O how infinitely, how moft 
divinely f^ood is that Giver, fihctai^ajs gives 
•you ttU TUn^Sj unmerited not ©tily, but even 
contrary to ^\i your deferts i And if God by 
his all i:readng,all iupporting, all dired^ng, and 
'lk\i over-ru]kig Ptovidentc gives, and you rc- 

• ceive, every Mdmentj every Inftant, a fiew, or 
-bver again j the recent,- the infinitely great, and 
' every way perfect, and divinely good Gift of 
' all'Things i yea if the Decree, and the Execution 

riF it in tite Works of Nature, and Grace, or 
Providencci^ Is ah Eternal Donation/of all Good, 
how much arc you indebted to God? . How 

• infinitely > are you obligated to love^'thank'-affd 
'^nfife the great Jehorvah, in the infinite fuper- 

oburtdance of -whofcmoft di'Vinely JavilhGood- 
*3)<!fe, the wh6le Creation fwims, and exults, and 
kiught, ^nd :fings .^ And > If the divine: bene- 
ficence 'iotSj in art Irtftant' lay you. undeir an 
infinite Otiligatidn tdiGod^fince you a(5luaih{ 



Ttceive all Things in every Moment ; uhdfi 

v/hatt Manner of Obligation to God will thrn^ 

1 bcfeeqh you, all the numberlefs Moments of Ev 

ternity (in every pne of which, ybu adually 

receive all Things,) Jay you to God? Hoii 

great,. I .fay, will a moft fupre-mely blifsful Er 

ternity, render your> Debt ? « Hbw .great yow 

Obligation to God? Surtly, your Obligation 

to love^ and praife and adore God (^Ithougl 

infinite) will grow greater, ftronger and ,inor< 

tender, etirtially., . O let the Infinitude of th( 

greatncfs of Jehovah, in Cbnjundtion .with hii 

infinite, and eternal, and moft divint Beneficence 

be your Motive to praife the Lord greatly; 

let it engage all your Powers to Jove him mot 

fiipremcly for ever. . This was God's fupremi 

End in your Creation, but moft cfpccialiy in you 

eternal Redemption, k Therefore^ the Apoftl 

faid ; Ti are a chofen Generation^ a royal Priefi 

bood^ an holy Nation^ a peculiar People ; thaty 

ijhould jbew jorth the Praife^ of Jbim, who bat. 

'tailed you out ofDarkne/s into his fnarpitlous Light 

J. Pet. ii. 9. ^nd Paul fays.: Ye are hougl 

iioitb a Price : therefor:^ glorify God in your Bod^ 

and in your Spirit; iiDhich are Cod*s. i. Cor, v 

?o. lit the infinite greatnefs of the Perfedtic 

of Jehovah, together with the Immenfity of h 

inccrflant, and eternal Bcncficicnce, fire yoi 

grafts with all poffible Love andrGratituic 

towards Him. S\n i\ox. ^%i\v&. vVfcV.wd ^oc 

Cdcf :' That v?ou\d b^ vVc X^WVtV^^^ :^ 
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;crable Ingratitudo to 'your gvetC^ and inofi 
Drable Benefador.; r That would be the moSi 
:reme pctverfity iiidccd ! But, on the* Coti^ 
ry, let me bciccch youj Brethren, by thei 
inite Mercies of God, that ye.,, prcfent you^^ 
Kites a living Sacrifice, holy acceptable unta 
)d, which is your reafooable Service. Si^rely 
IS your molt reafonable ^ertice aod boi;mdeii 
Jty^ tl^ac you do one and all of you, at, thi^ 
me, sic all Time3, dnd even unto all Eternity^ 
ntributq yoOr» ucpnpil Endeavours, ^ all youc, 
ibou^rs,' all yot&r ipoft vigorous, ftrongeftg 
rhcft and :v^ry greaittft poffible Efforts,' to* 
irds the Promotion and Advancement of the 
ory of the Infinitely ^eat andi '^mmepfely: 
>q4 Godx IifnyJt i% your bounden. Duty^' 
It you do all, ntoft zealgufly and devoutly, 
elenr, ^ive over, djrliver,{ and offer up you* 
uls and Bodies, together, with all their Ppw^ 
I and influence ; iaa Word, your eternal aU^ 

living, burning, flaming, eternal^* and nioff: 
ceptable. Sacrifice' of Thanks,- and Praife|^ 
d Gloryv to Jehovah* , ^rely the in« 
litely ejccellent, aiKl pioftt tranfenientlji 
orious Greatnefs of the^ Eternal ; Jehor 
h, together wuDh ^bis npoft Stupendiout 
oodnefs^to^^rdS' you, challenge the Ser^ 
ce at your .Hahdi, and renders the fanrrc /ii^i 
^Ij raimal. Whether therefore ye eeit #r ^^^inlL 

whutfoeverye de^ do all to the Glory ^fjpcdL^ 
Q aot (xlj ^QxUf and ora^ia Q<q4^ ^^h^I^ 
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"a^ you in h!s own Perfon i but ufe all yout Inh 
fiuOTt^ to excite others to praife Jehovah ^itl 
yoli. Endeavour to fel a good Example ol 
prtiifyig Jehovah. Let the moft divinely gte 
.lious Light of Holinefs in all manner of Cod 
▼crfttion, (hine before Men, that tht-y may fc< 
your good Works, and glorily your Fathfr 
ip^hich is in Heaven. -Ever praife the Creator 
Never praift the Creature. The Creator chal 
knges aU your Praife, although he is infinitcl; 
exalted above all BlefTing, and all Praife 
Yea ! Becaufe the great, and glorious Nameo 
the Lord your God is infinitely, and eternall; 
exalted above all BU fling, and above all Praii 
And above all TbingSy therefore he is worthj 
therefore oiily he is infinitely irore than worth 
of allpoffibic Bieffing, and all poffiblc Prail 
from all his Creatures, eternaily. Since then th 
incomprehenfibly great, and nioft ierribly glc 
rious Jehovah is the bnly Objeft of all Prailfi 
It' mufl:, it cannot but provoke the Eyes of h 
infinite Holinefs to. lee Men fo frequently an 
mightily engaged to praife'themfclves^ and or 
another. And that God aftually does confid 
it as a foiil Deed,- and moft grofs AflTront offe 
cd to him, and that it muft provoke his mo 
furious'and tremendous Vengeance againft tl; 
Species of Idolatiy, and moft abjeft Servilir 
Ss plain, and indubitably certain from Ihc e: 
jpreft, and moft foltmn Declaration of the Lor 
ppihjtakit The divine Declaration runs thus 



J am the J^bovaby that is my Namt : Ani, 

wy Glory will /not give to another^ neitber ay 

JPraife to graven Images. Ifa. xlii.^ 8. It is trujc^ 

and I do frankly and wilHngly concede' that 

there is a Sort of Praifc due to the Virtue and 

Piety of the Creature ; and that there are an«l 

may be Scafons in which it may be proper and 

expedient to comnriencl M<rn on the account of 

their Merits,, tho' even then we ought to be 

moderate in oar Commendations, and take 

fpeciai Care to proportion our Encomiums to 

the Degrees of Merits-' And we are always to 

remember well, that the greatcft Pei f^cjtion of 

liie Creature falls inBniteJy ihort of, and bears 

no Proportion tq the uncreated Perfeftion of 

^hc Creator. Yet asr wehave already grmtecL' 

there is a certain Species of moderate Praiie 

due to the Merits of Men, and may at proper 

Tin>es, be given to the. (ame. But is it not 

intolerably painful, difagreeable and odious to all 

the Children of true Wiidom, and real Piety^ 

to fee lyi^n, a:s it were^ condnualiy, and moft 

inftp^dly engaged in heaping extravagant Enco- 

piiums on poor fellow Worms of the Earth* 

dwelline; in Houfes of Clay, wbofe Foundation is 

in the Dujt,^ and wbUb are crufhed (even) before 

the Motb ; and who are of themfelves, and in 

_ lhemfelves,Nothing, yea, even lefs than Norhing, 

1 and lighter than Vanity itfe-f ? Surely Scripture 

•nd Reafon reach, that it is the moll exccpivc 

foUy^ wdMftdw6>«)d therttorc not only higfily^ 
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iinworthy tf a Chrift a i, but trtn utterly in- 

t^otififtenc wkti the Charat^er of a raciohal Sfeibgi 
to be always a founding the' Praifes t>f the 
Creature. ^Yei more qdious,; infipedi puerile 
and Icanclalous is itforaMan/to be^his own 
.Trumpeter.^ ♦ Hence 'the' greateft Sdge in the 
eWorld faid J Lei Mother Man Praifetbee^ and 
mnd not thine $wn*Mmth ya Strnn^eryond not 
thine owft Lipr. Trbc then is the old Ertglifli 
Proverb : Self Praife is n6 Recomtnendatiom 
And we muft know that the Praife of Men,, tho* 
acquired by a Recommendation of one^s ieif,'OF 
evin cho' it be extorted 6y an expliGiCyample^and 
mofl: foffnal auricular Gonfcffliont is ho infallibfe 
Sigh of a gooc^ Man. For the morally good 
and internal' Frante, Temper, Difpofirion and 
Eftate of the SouU in other Words the moral 
and real- Reftitude oFour Natut-e ;• or Which is 
ftill thefamethin^in'other Terms^the slofious 
Image of God' inftamped upon th^ SquTby the 
irrefiftablc Pdwcr 6f ditrine Grace, which Imagfe 
Gonfifts in Knowledge, true Wifdom, Holinra 
and Rightedufnefs, and which being an internil 
principle, and Gracc,^ is invifible to our Eyci, 
that is, we cannot* difcover, or fee it in others, 
but is only manifeftt 'naked; open,* '*perfeftl 
and certainly known, z% sU ' things i sre.^ toti 
Eyes of him with whom we have' to di 
Confequently no Man can know whether we 
in a State ot Gract V\i\v Cltx\a5©K5(. iBo that 
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Sobatioa, x>r the Difapprbbacion ; the Praife, or 
ifpfaifc ot Mcri.. ' 
' * For he is boc a Jew which is one outwnrdlj j 
neither is that Circumcificm which is o^tward\tk 
the Fifefti : '- But he i^ a Jew which is one in- 
^ardly \ and GircumcifiJn is that of the Hearty 
in the Spirit^ and nor in the Letter, whole Praife 
is not df Ml M^ but of God: Rom* ii. 2S, 29. 
Churches aire ngt' to be built upon any human 
Tcftimony, buft upon the divineTeftimony oiily. 
For God Gfnly is infallibly true, but all Men are 
Liars.' O do nothing then, I bcfeech youy with 
- kn Intention to be (etfn of Mm, in order to win 
chcir Approbation of your Conduct and State. 
But do all folely to the Praife of Gol, and that 
you may gain bis divine Apprabation which is 
better than* Lifer • ' ' 

V' If God abfolves you. Men cannot condemn 

Jou, 'If* God i^ondemnS' you. Men cannot 
efiv^r you.' And *tiswor(c, infinitely morfe to 
be condemned by the uncreated Creator alone, 
than by all Ci^caturcR. * If God br for you, who 
can poffibly be againfl: you; contraf ywife : If God 
be againfl: you, who can poffibly ' be for you ? 
Therefore, talcc heed that ye do not your Alms 
before Men, to be fecn of them : Otherwife ye 
have no Reward of your father >^hich b in 
Heaven. ' Therefore, when thou dofl: thy Alms 
do not found isi Trumpet^ before* thee, as' the 
Hypocrites do, in the Synagogues, and irt the 
$a'cct$^ tb^t the/ may liv^yt !9ji;:^i ^^ ^"^"^^ 




Verily J*f uf<to,y^u,«ficy h^vip thck-^e 
Buc when thou doft Alms, let not cby |e^ | 
l^no'i^* "what thy right , Hand doech 2 Ttutt ^j 
' Alms may be in fecret and cHy Father, ^\ 
feeth. in- fecret, faimfell: Ihall jew4pd 
openly. And whcfi •.ctiou prsiyed:; chQ^ 
upt be ts the HypocriMl- are : ^ FgT; (bey 
> CO pray Aanding ip the Synagogue, .nod k| 
Comers of the Streets, that they . qny \k foflV 
of Men; . Verily I iay uq]eo you tibey hwrc tbnt 
Rewaitf, Bat thou when thou pr^d&:.atd|, 
tntothy Clofet, and whei^ thou hiiflr ihuttbt. 
Door; pray to thy Father, which Ui>/fliHBp^,M4t 
thy Father which feeth in ferret, ihiljf ,./t5tr«r4, 
thee ' openly. But when ye pray ^,^pf&/iio y^ 
Repetitions, as. the Heathen do ; For they thbk ^ 
that they Ihall be heard for their much.ipe^jkiog. 
Be not ye therefore lik^ ur^o.chem ; Ror jour 
Father 'knowcth what Things yehd^e: neg^j^f 
before ycaflt him. .Moreover, whei»ye W^ 
be not at the Hypocrites, of a fad^Countentnce,; , 
For chey disfigure their Faces, tllat they najr 
appear unto Men to faft/ Verily I fay uniA 
you they have their Reward. But thou, .when 
thou fafteft, anoint thine Head, and wafli thy 
Face; that thou appear not unto Men to t^, 
but unto thy Father which is in Ic^rct : And^ 
thy Father, which teeth- ^n fecret, ih4li reward 
thee openly. See Matth. vi. 

And now let me exhort you all, O Belitvew,* 
to nbhor that which '» csf\\|^ tw\^ v> ^Nsw^ja 



t whteh is good. Be net evercme eftvii^ hit 
r come evil with good: Abftain from the v^ry 
)pear(rnce of Evil. Yea ! In a Word ; Be y« 
•feft cfvcn as your Father^ who is in HeavcBi 
DcrfcA'* And, in fo doing you will greatly 
lile, the Grejil Jehoirah* 'Let nothing then 
er you from the faithful Difchargc of your 
ity. Fear no Evil. Fear nothing but God 
lovah. Jehovah is the only Objeft of Md- 
i\ Fear. Jehovah is the only Objeft of rati- 
il Truft. And, leaning on your beloved, yoii 
y bid Defience to all your Enemies, and to 
Evrk If you endeavour to Praiie the Lord 
the moft perfeft, very beft, and moft 
leptable Manner, you may ftay yourf(>lves 
the aWolute omnipotence, and ^ moft divine 
'ufEciency of Jehovah with pertedt Security 
ever and ever. It is true, there is indeed 
nighty Hoft of the moft inveterate, fwortf 
emies of God's Glory^ and your Salvation, 
oft cruel Enemies, who all rage with exf- 
mc Fury, and are abfolutely bent upon youi^ 
'ftruftion. Befides you arc in ydurfelves, of 
yourfclves, too weak to withftand then^ 
erly unable to concjuer th^m. But In Ged 
your Strength, you have great reafdn, there- 
e, >to ufe the Language of Jehofhaphat King 
Jodah, faying ; O ourGod^ ivilt thou fMjudg6 
'w ? For we have no Might againfi this great 
mpany that cometb cgainft us \ ntitbtr \xA%k 
what t$ d$*9 but cur Eyes art h^ ^^^- ^ 
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Chrdb. 20* It: So that althougib,y6u 

nothing without Chrift Jcfus ; . yet by Ch 

ternally ftrengthening you, ye can do all 1 

Therefore fear not. , Never ttar. Sttupyo 

ncrs in the Numeof .your GocJ. ^.Figbt i 

Ipigbt of Faiths, lay kbld fin kternal Lije^ 

unto tbouart aljo cblUd. t Tim.Vi.. 12. 

then a Good Warfare. . Fight wkh a Ai 

iielolution, and all poflible Vigour agai: 

Dcvil^ th& World *ancl the Flefti, even 

united Powers of Darknefs. Above z\\ ^p 

labour aiightily i;o conquer your own Cc 

ons:, and to give Law tb'your.owD Appeti 

PafTions.: Self is the worft Enemy. Ov 

internal Corruptions^ and inordinate Dtfi 

intcftjnc Eneinii^s. They arc. Enemies 

our Walls. And, therefore they arc n- 

jhoft eminently dangeroyi ; but alio hai 

conquered, and routed.: Hence he is a 

cnighty atid mpft refoltice Soldier, that C4 

bimfcit or .moderates bis own unruly F 

Yea it is, lyirder to rcftrain ones owi 

ftrong Faffions.wHhin proper Sounds, 

force the ftrpnge^ Caftlc. Hence S 

affirms, that he that is .(low. to anger i 

than the Mighty ; and. be that^ ruleth h 

that) he that taketb a City. ^ Prov. . ? 

Agrecabljr to this is the 6W, Proverb : 

eft, qut fe^ qaam qui- fprtilTima yindt ] 

Since then you have fo many Enehiic 

tiXWi^X add intcroal; {^Mcnt^ ^At\$ da 
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Xnerilies ; Pufon ibe whole JrmoMr ofGoi^ that 

'je may be able to ft and againft the Wiles of tiSi 
Devil. For we wreftle not againft Flefts and Bleodi 
but againft Principalities^ againfi Powers^ againft 
the Rulers of the Darknefs of this ff^orld^ againft 
Jjpiritual wickedftefs in Ugh Places. Wherefore 
take into you the whole^ AtmoUr of Godj that ye 
may be able to witbftand in the evil Day ^and having 
koneall^ to ftand. Stand therefore^ having your 
Loins girt about with Truths and having on the 
Breaft'pfdte of .Righteoufnefs \ And your Feet 
flfod with the Preparation* of the Gofpel of Peace J 
Above all^ taking the Shield of Faiths wherewith' 
ye /ball , be (ible to quench .all the fiery "Darts qf 
i^he Wicked. . And take the Helmet of Salvation,^ 
^nd the Swor-d of the Spirit^ which is the Word 
cf God. Eph. 6 Chap, from the iith. to the 
:J7th. Verfcj inclufivo; , And that you majr not 
faint in your Souls, remember that you fighc 
|or: a mofl: glorious Crown ot SailvatioD; and 
that God Almighty, even the . allfufficient 
Jehovah bimfclf, 19 your Defence, . your Pro- 
cedion, your inviolable Safeguard, and exceed- 
ing great Reward for ever, i Fear noty fays the 
Almighty, and allfufHcient Jehovah to the ex-*^ 
alted Father of the Believers ; Fear noty Abram: 
lam tby Shield^ and thy exceeding great Reward^ 
Qei). xv.= I. , Let this . Promife animates 'your; 
Hopes, and fire your Hearts with dauntlefs, and 
invincible Courage. > Adopt the.:refolute, an4^ 
mofl: noble £xclan)9tions of IIraer.9. .Uluftric^us 
N Monarchy 
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M6nirc&/David, that intrepid andhioft I 

Champion of Jcfus Chrift, the great Prino 

yiftorious Leader of the Hoft of the Lord 

ing with an Air of Triumph : Tbou wii 

"my Candle : The Lord my God will enligk 

Varknefs. For by thee I have rkn tbrc 

fCroop ; and by my God have Heaped over a 

uls for Godihis Way is ferfeii •, He is a B\ 

io all thofe that truft in him. For who i. 

fave the Lord ? or who is a Rock.fave our 

It is God that girdetb me with Strength 

maketb my Way perfeS^ He maketh m 

Hhe Hinds Feet yandfetteth me upon my high! 

He teacheth iny Hands to War^.fo.that a J 

Steel is broken bymineArmi tbpu baji aljo gi*. 

the Shield of thy Salvation^ thy right Han 

bolden me up^ and thy GreatnefS' hath mi 

Great. Thou haft enlarged my Steps und, 

that my Feet did not flip. Pfal. xviii. He 

with what moft Noble Magnanimity, With 

ftupcnduous Fortitude, Calmncfs and S< 

of Soul, the greati the matchlefs Chriftian. 

Paul, docs challengej does defy all M 

Angels, all Dangers, all Evils, all Thii 

one Word, all the whole Univcrfe, fayii 

ther boafting in a moft triumphant Strain \ 

Ihall feperate us from the Love of C 

Shall Tribulation, or Diftrefs, or Perfec 

br Famine, or Nakednefs, or Peril, or S 

As k is written. For th^ Sake are we 

*ii the Day lonj-, v^t w^ ^k.^wk^r.^ ^.\ 



the SUughter. Nay, in all theft* Things r^ij^ 
: more than Conquerors through hitn.thaot 
ed us. For I am perfwadcd, that ' neither 
?ath, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Priocipaiities^ 
r Pbwrers, nor Things prefent, nor things to 
ne. Nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
eaturc, (hall be able to fcparate us from the 
)ve of God which is in Chrift Jelus our Lord. 
m. viii. And certainly. Believers, you have 
: greatefl reason indajginable to war a good 
arfare againfl all your Enemies. Epr you 
:all kept by the Power of God thrgugh Paiti 
to Salvatiori. unfpeakablc Comfort! Strong 
>nfolation ! Kepf hy the Power ' \x\qi of Mien, 
t of Angels, not of all CreatiiresNj but by the 
rnal, infinite/ omnipotenif, allfiifficient, divim 
wer) of (j^if 7^ (eternal, compleat,' andcvcrV 
ay perfeft^ Salvation. " Fight on then, O all 
true Believers. Your Ws^rfare is ftiort, your, 
ace is perpetual *, yopr Battle is momentary^ 
ur Viftory will be eternal. God will foon, 
ry loon hutnUe allyour Enemies, and all the 
lemics of the Praifeof the Glory of his 0W5 
iat Name^ under your Feet in the Dufl. For 
runs the conlplatbry f roaiife of Jehovah him,- 
P : The Sons ajfp of then\ that afHiftcd thee, 
ill comie bending untp thee ; and all thej 
It defpiled thee fliall bow thcmfelves dow». 
the Soles of thy Feet ; and they (hall cafi 
iCy the City of' the' Lord, the Zv^tv^^ xkife ' 

' --- - .,^ 
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^s the ftrongcft Affurance, that The Gx)dofBem 
fialliruife Satan under your Fiei (hortly. Rbm. 
jfivu 20. Moreover God will foon give yo\i 
the Viftory over your worft, your internal Foci 
J fay God will very foon deliver you from all 
your inherent Pollution, and Moral Depravity, 
as alio from all your aftual Sins, by the entire 
. Purification, perfecfb Sandlifipation, and eternal 
.Glorification of your Soul and Body. And then, 
Oy then yoyr Trjumph will be complete forever. 
ift.nd then, 0,then you will greatly praife the 
great Jehovah, even unto all Eternity ! What, 
thcn^ tho* your Adrerfities be many ; fincethc 
Lord (your omnipotently ftrong Redeemer) will 
deliver you out of them all ? It is indeed trucj 
In ibe World ye Jhall have Tribulation : But ht 
ef good Cbtar \ [(fays the mod bloody Bride- 
groom,' and infinitely amiable Saviour of your 
Souls,) / have overcome the World. John xvL 
33. Befides, all Things work together for the 
beft to you. So that all Things, profperous and 
adverfe, will be fanftified unto you, AH Things 
inufl: promote God*s Qlory, and your Happi- 
nefs. So that you are greatly to rejoice, not 
only in all Profperity ; but alfo in the mofl: vio- 
lent Calamity, and in the very Depths of Dif- 
trefs, yea I in all Adverf^ries. In one Word, 
you muft, it is your bounden Duty» your per- 
le^ly reafonable iService, you muft rejoice;/ 
liank and gceail^ praife the Lord! 
your God, whofc Gtw&ivd'&> "^^^^5^ ^^«fcA(^ 
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*nd Beneficence are infirtitc, in all Things withoi^i; 

Exception for ever and ever ; For this is tKe 
Vill of iGod concerning you. And furely ic 
would argue theblackeft Ingratitude, and moft 
jJeteft^ble Difingenuity in you^ not thus to re- 
joice, thank and praife your great, your good, 
and infinitely, and inceflantly, and eternally good 
doing Lord, m ali Things. For all Things arc for 
your Sakes,that the abundant Grace might, thro* . 
the thankfgi^ing of many, redound to the Glory 
of God. For which Gaufe we faint not : But 
though our outward Man pcrifl^, yet the inward 
Man is itncwed D.ay by Day. For our light 
Afflidlion, whiph is but for a Moment, woik- 
eth for qs a .far niore exceeding and eternal 
Weight of 6lory. While w« look no|^at the 
Things which are feen, but at the Things ^ich 
are not feenl For the Things which are fecriarc 
temporal ; but the Things which are not feen 
areEtcrnd. 2. Cor iy. 15, 16, 17, 18. Hence 
Paul reckp^ied it to be, and laid it down as an 
infallibly certain Truth, (and we know it to be 
^n incouraging, and mod; delightful one,) thai 
the Sufferings of this fr^fmt Time are not worthy 
to he compared with the Glory which Jkall he re- 
vealed in (^and to) Kr. Rom* viii. ig. 
Surely, Auditors, thi^ Glory lyhich fhall be 
revealed to you, and very foon too, will be very 
great. And the greatncfs of this Eternal Glory, 
qnd fupreme Beatitude you ought conftantly 
to keep m jjTour EyC|^ ifWk ^^ «jok»\n«./^s^. 
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fWs Valley or Tears, and in this preCent State o| 

Probation, remembering well, that yop will 
foon be tranflated to, and enter upon a State of 
eternal Glorification. 

And now, my dcareft Friends, let m^, I be- 
feech you, be pcrniitted to entreat you duly 
tQ confider for your awn Confoiauoh, and a- 
i)ove all to the End that you may greatly praife 
Jehovah. What an infinitely grand, eternal, and 
hioft trancendently delightful Scede, a State ot" 
future Glory, moft efpecially, after the genera) 
Refurreftion, final Reftitution and moft pcr- 
fc6t Confummation of all Things, will be ; or 
how great will be the eternal Glory, Joy and 
BlefTrHnefs, which fiiall be revealed in and to all 
Sai^' 

'mT) For with Relation ^o the Place of future 
bSs, it is exceeding glpriogs. For the eternal 
Word of God ej^hibits the Place anij Habitation 
'of eternal Felicity W the prefent'ImJ>ecilityoJ 
the human Underftanding under aU the. emble- 
matic Appellations of Magnificence arid Delight. 
Chrift Jcfus calls it the tioufe of' bis Father, in 
which he aflures us there art many Manfions. 
John xiv. 2. (Not enquiring, here, whether by 
the Houfe of the Father^ we muft ijnderftand the 
whole grand Univerfe, and by the many Manfions 
in it, all the numberlefs inhabited Syftems and 
Vortices, that conftitute the fariie great Uni- 
verfe. Nor will we determine whether the 
^lacc of eternal Fclidtjr will ba in the Cefc- 

"^ ' ^ '^ ^" 
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feV bf the Univcrfc, or whethci* the vaftly «-. 
tended and tnoft fpacious Circumference of the 
great Univerfe, will be the Heaven of Hea- 
vens. } Paul calls the place of Blifs ; A Build^. 
ing of Gody an Houfe not made wiih Hands ^ eternal 
in the Heavens. \u Cor. v, i. ^ It is moreover 
denominated Paradife. The third Heaven ! 
The higheft Heaven ! The very Heaven of 
heavens itfelf ! It is the moft highly exalted 
Throne of the Lord God of Hofts ! Yea it is 
the royal Paldcc elf Godj the infinitely grand 
Monarchy even the divinely Sovereign, and moft 
awfully glorious Majcfty of the Univerfe. It is 
i^City which hath Foundations ^,wbofe Builder and 
Maker is God. Heb. ^i. lO. In fine, it is 
that moft Iplendid; magnificent, even that great 
City, the holy Jcrufalcmj; havjng the Glory 
of God: And her Light was like unto a Stone 
hioft precious, even like a Jafper-ftone clear as 
Cryftal ; And had a Wall great and highland had ' 
twelve Gates, and at theGates twelve Angels, and 
N^mes written theredn, which are. the names of 
the twelve Tribes of Ifrael. ,On the Eafl:, three 
Gates 5 on the North, three Gates -, on the South, 
three Gates ; and on the Weft, three Gates. And 
the Wall of the City had twelve Fou'ndations, and 
in them the Nahfie$ of the twelve Apoftles of the 
Lamb. And he that talked ,with me ^continues 
the holy Seer) had a golden Reed to mcafurc the 
City, and theGates thereof, and the Wall thereof^ 
And the City lieth (our-fpuarey and theLetgthil 



is krge as the Breadth. And he mcafurf d thu 
City with the Reed^ twelve thoufand Furjorgs* 
The Length, and the Breskith, s(nd the Height of 
It, are equal. And he tticafurcd the Wall chcreof^ 
an hundred and forty dnd lour Cubits, according. 
Co the tntafure of a Man, that is^ of the Angel. 
And the building of the Wall of it was of Jafptr : 
and the City was pure i[joId, like unto clear GlafsJ 
And the Foundations of the Wall of the City were 
garniihed with all ininner of precious Stones. 
The . firft Foundation was Jafper ; the fecond. 
Sapphire ; the third, it Chalcedony ; the fourth, 
an Emerald ; the fifth, a Sardonyx \ the Cxth, a 
Sardius ; the icvenlh, a Chryfolyte •, tlie eighth, 
k Beryl % the ninth, a Topaz ; the tenth, a Chry- 
Ibprafiis i the eleventh, a Jacinth ; the twelfth, 
kn Amethyft. Arid the twelve Gates were twelve. 
l^carls ; every Icveral Gate was one Pearl : and 
the Street of the City was pure Gold, as it were 
iranfpareht Glafi. Aed I faw no Temple there- 
in : For the Lord God Almighty, and th^ 
Lamb, are the Temple of it. And the City had 
fjo ncjed of the Sun, neither of the Moon to Ihinc 
in it : For the Glory 6f God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the Light thereof. And theNarions 
of them which arc faved^ fhall walk in the Light 
ot it : And the Kings of the £arth do hring 
their Glory and Honour into it. And the Gates 
of it Ihall not be (hut at all by Day : For there 
ihdll be no Night there. , And they ftiall bring' 
ih9 Gl#ry and Honour of the Nitioos into K. 

Aiid 
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there (Jhall in ho wife enter into It any Thff^ 
dcfiltth, nether ^hatloerer worketh AhfcHr 
cion, or makech a Lie : but thty which arft 
en in the Lanr)b*s Book of Life. > H^re wc 
a delightful Account, not or ly of tKe happ|r 

and Place ot the Church in tt^e latter Day | 
alfo of the univerikt, Church, ttcrnallj 
iphant in the Heavens., See Ufv, xxu 
>. f roftt the tenth to the laft Verfe indufive^ 
confuk the abJeft Expofitors upon the; 
101 able PafTage. O, Auditors, Ifhagicie to 
(elves, with whiit moft ineffable Extafies <^ 
all the Children of God will (9c tfanfported^ 
1 they are come (Up l)tit of gr^at Tribulatiqci 
iole everlafting Tabernac Its, and . heavenly: 
non$ of .Glory ahd Bli6. .Surely, .thtir 
rts will ekult, atid they wit! all fhout for Joy. 
^portable, indflTiible and moft Glbrious, whe ri 
Tabernacle §f Gviis uitb jlftir, Md be wffH, 
I ^ub them^ and Sbiy/bailSi bis People^ and 
bimfelfjtallte wiib ibem^ iind h tbeir Gcd^ 

Gcd /ball ivipe aiMfy all tear^ frpiH. ij^eir 
r ; and tbere /ball bi no mere Deafb^ nfitber 
cttF, n^r Crying^ neitber /ball tbtre. be Af^f^ 
r Pain : Per ibe former Tbings iare faffed 
y. Rev, xx\. J, 4. Tiea they will in- 
c ail Things, aAd Qod hlimfelf will be dieii; 
i and Fybrr, ind they will be his Sons unto 
51^rnity. O how itifinve^il be thetir ,Bcatlr 
? i how moft clivtne: irill be their TriumpbV 
n ihtj «itt aU kaow Ood^ and his W^vs i 
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tnd ivhen fhey will fuperlatively Love, moft 
Jiighly glorify and greatly praile the Name of 
ihc^Lord continually? 

^ (2.) Lift up your Heads then, ye Saints. Be 

cf good ( h« ar, ye Fors and Daughters of Af- 

flicf^ion, tt ough you muft druggie, and fight 

even to an Agony in this prcfent Time and 

Stare of Probation. Carry your Profpedt to the 

iBral Reflitutiop,and moft perfeftConlummatibn 

of all Things. Look with great Triumph over 

.all the interlace nt Vallies of dcepDiftrtfs, and 

over all the -Mountains of huge Difficulty. 

Turn your Eyes, fix vour Attention upon the 

'general /iffewbly of aU Men. and 'of all Angels. 

Aiyhar a moft innumcrous Multitude? What 

.a moft hril'ianr,' grand Affembly ? #'What a 

XI oft illiiftpc us Socif ty ? What a moft raditnt, 

flaminu, gloriouf, b^autifu\ facrei Hoft? Hap- 

pv, thrice happy, moft fupremely, completely, 

cterral^y, pertr<5>iv happy in the full, undifturl?- 

cd, ever^iftirg Fruition of all pofliblc Good, 

. y^a of all Good^ created and uncreated \ Hail 

, ail Men ; hail all AngrU ; hail all ye perfcfiiy 

• gioi .fl.-c1 Hoffs of I ig' t ! Shout with all pcf 

fiblc Exultation^ anr^ moft divine Triumph for 

ever and ev r! Chirr moft h^udly tht. higheft 

roffible Frcift-soJ the Fterral Jehovah, whqfe 

Greatr(-f8 anH GiWwU are Infinite ; and tt 

Heaven and Earth RefounH .with the grand and 

gentral Am\.t'i\^ ut\o i^\ ^xtoax^^, O, Sip, 

With what umpti^akU^ Vw^v^x*^ ^^ ^^"^^ 
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w\)l JMen and Ang-Is vlcim^ one an<^thef* 
tii-n, and there in pcrfeft Glory ? H>v erraC 
wi'.l be the Joy of their mutual, everlafting,' 
hf-artv Congratulations ? How grirat will the 
ricafures of one anpthcrs Society b ? How 
p;reac vin their Intinnacy be? How ftrift theic 
Fri(?ndihip? How moft cordial, and fmccre 
their mutual Love. And, in all" Probability, 
their A^^q^^^^^ance, Intimacy, Friendfhip, mu- 
tual AfFe,!;tion, or Love, and conleq=Jcntlyi 
th^ir Pleafurc rcfulting therefrom, wili incrcaCe, . 
for ever, 

■ Y3.) Bur let us, more pirrkuJarly confider the 
-whole Multitude 'of glorified Mrn, whom Je- 
us Chrift has redeemed toGoi with the^infinitej/ 
dear Price of his ovn Siojdjt. out of cv.-ry 
JCingHom, and Tongue, and People and Na- 
-tion. They will be perfeftly drhvcred from a^ 
Sin, and from atl Mifcry ! Their Members 
iFn]\ then (in G'ory^ no more bs Weapons and 
Ifhllruments of Unrighteoufnefs unto Sin ; but 
"Weapons and Inftruments of Righteoufnefs un- 
to God, They will be replete with ilv. Know- 
ledge and Love of Go^i. The glorious Im- 
ag^ of God will not only be reftorcd, but moft 
highly finifhed. . they will glorify God both 
with thdr Bodies and Souls, whih ar* Go\]i 
pioft abfolute Property by Creation, Confer- 
Vation, and Pcrfeft.'Redrmptiph, a'd fh'is *^y ' 
atriple,^and moft abfolute R\cy\\t. TV vAc\\^^^.% 
fMincs will receive th^ Favour auAW^cxXi^ ''^^ 
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Erne F^QBOur to ftand before the Qod ^f the wbi(]g 
ea)rth| clothed with the Garments of Salmon, 
mvtrcd with the Robes of Righteoulne(s,and the 
G4rb of Praifc tor the Spirit 6t Heavincfs, Thefe 
faints, I (ay, having wafhed their Robes, and 
made them Whice in the Blood of the Lamb; 
i^ea their ver^ Spuis and Bodies being wafhed 
iri the Bloody' and by the Spirit of Jefui, and 
hisde like unto 'Chrifl's inoft glorious Body, 
Ihey will one and ail ftand (perfeflly cleao 
iindperfr^ly pure) before theKing^ the Lord of , 
iFlofts. Tfiey'will one and all ftand in the purrft, j 
fineft Gold of Ophir upon the Right Hand oi the 
|Cing oi all Kings, even the infinitely grand 
Monarch, and moft terribly glorious MsucAy 
of the whole tTnivcrfe. They 'will all jfrt 
upon the very Throne of QOp ^d JESUS 
jCHRIST Vimfclf, and reign and triumpli 
with him forever. Yea, n)Qre ftili ; Chrift will 
inake them all Propbeis^ Priefisj and JS^^igs to 
God and his Father. And therefore all their' 
liead's will be crowned with Dif^dems of iB^ 
mortal Honour. They (^iz. The glorified 
Saints) will wear Crowns of the very pureft Goldi 
4Drowns of Holinefs, Crowns of Righteoufnc£i, 
ibrownsof Honour,Crowns of Glory, Crowns of 
great l^xultation; Yea f Inibdi T>stf JbaUHn 
LORD of tiofis ^himfelf) ie Jot a Grown if 
Clory^ and for a Diadom^ of Beauty junto fk 
ftfidue of his People. I fa. xxiii. s* ' ^^ 

cion 
\ 



( xofi > 
rio!]^ ftnd perTedljr beautiful Crowfis vill he. 
p dT d on cheir H^^adt ; and everlaftuigp iVfrlaft^ 
iHg Joy will be upon their He^is. And Chcf 
will tfarn all be drcfled and adorned with laccr- 
docal Ornanients, and with new, Kne, Sfiowy^ 
long, wide, iumptuous, and moft fplendid, rcgal^ 
teilival Robes, y^a heavenly wedding-Gar menc^ 
all unduiating/all rufthng, all glorioudy' Ihin- 
ing on and about thcni. And bciqg now all of 
(hem thus fu nptuoudjr drefled, thus glonou(^ 
clad, thus highly dignified, chey will conftituce a 
inoft iJluftrious, moft (upereminantly glorious, 
and an eternally, eiernallf triumphant Hejt ef 
Kings^ Ibining like fo many Suns, Yfca, fiiinibg 
tnucti brighter then (he Sun himfelf in the hea- 
venly Kingdom of God for ever and ever. 
And thifc whole univerf^l jr$jal Aflcmbly vn\\^ 
with the mofl: ineffable and glorious Joy, eternally 
celebrate the no )ft divine Marriage Feafl: of the 
•t«amb. Whit vaft fumptuolity ! What e|idle(s 
.llegallity ! What moft incomparable Magnifi- 
rence ! What moft fupreme illuftrioufnefsl 
What peerlefs Pomp f What «)oft divine 
.Dignity^ Glory, Honour, Perfedtion, Joy, 
.Beatitude! What a moft celeftial everhrfting 
Jubilee ! Who can forbear crying here ; As the 
'ijtart psHtetk after the tf^stcr^hreoks^ J§ pmtteth 
my S$ul after thte^ O God. Afy Soul tbii^eth 
ffar G^d^ for tie tivitfg G^d:. when fia}lJ tcome 
'Snd appear before God. ECU ? xlii. i, «. 
^te .q|9ft ^ouaUc Svky 9f ^f^^ \ tiw 
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glorious Company of Frie/ts ; Yea, this moft 
iiliiltncJl^s Htift of prrfcftiy glorified, and etcr- 
pally trumpharit Kif?^^^ will Itand in the imme- 
diatc Prcfence ot ch* King ut all (thrfe) Kings 
and Lord of all Lor(is : Yea, they will all have 
the Honour to ftand torcwer in the inoft imme- 
diate, and perkctiy batific FreCence of thd. 
Prince, and great Nicnarch of tht: U-Jivorfe, to 
adore him wuh ch-.- ir otcundeft Revere."»ce, and 
firig the ctcnul tnuaiphal Song. Behold, 
Hearers, thus God is worfhipcd even by Kings. 
. How |»rear, how infinitely glorious, how wonhr 
muft il?a) kirtg be,^\\ho is not only adored by all 
Angels ; but whole Rrti? u is perfcftly Royal, 
whofe Servants arc* all moft glorified Kings, a 
moft innurnerous,*^ moft beaucii j1 Hoft of Kings, 
•adoring him with the iowcft and moft fubmi/Tivc 
Prcfteration, yea even with the very profoundcft 
pofribie Awe, Humillicy, and Self-abalemcnt; 
cnfting down all their Crowns on the • lowcft 
Bottom of his Foot-ftooi ? Without all perad ven- 
ture, Hf is Great, and greatly "to be Praifed'; 
'-and'his Giciinefs,*iind- Goodneis^ and Benrfi- 
rc^rice,* are abfo'utely infinite, and perfc6Hy 
: Divine \ *I fay, Thtfe highly glorified, yctmirti- 
ftrahr, -and moft obFeq-jious King?, will fee 
Jtrfus Chnft,-that riVoft bloody Bridegroom, ard 
pp-lTion'ate Lover of their Souls. Yea, they will 
'ail-Kec.rfr»is their great King Jefus in all his 
divincly/perfed 'Beauties, and fwll Glory, tb?y 
• wiiJ fee him Face to Face forever. They wljj 

aU 
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11 5^y, with the higheft.and v?ry fwccteft pofEbl* 
ixcafies at eternal Exultation^ their . infinitely 
Dving, infinitely lovely . and moft fuperlafivelf. 
•eiovcd Saviour.. Yea, Him they will'^aU ever 
ee with their, own ravifhcd ^Eyes, even as hcisi 
jrho by his infinirt*ly dolorous Paflion, infinitely. 
ifmal Agony, and omnipotently violent Dcatli 
f the moft ignominioup^ and cur fed Croi$,or by^ 
is eternal Righrcoulncfs, and abfolutely perfeft 
Utonemenr, delivered them, that they xnigbC 
ot defcend into the difmal Abyfs'vof.ctjernal 
Vrdition, and utter Deftrufiion i but, on «lhe 
ontrary, that they might one and all of jthenf>; 
vith Diadems of end!efs Glory on their Heacj% 
nd PalcR-brarches of everlafting Triumph- lA 
heir Hands^ celebrate the moft Joyful and cter- 
al Marriage-feaft of the Lamb in thfe Wjorld of 
ternal and moft perfeft Glorv. » I fay this moft 
>ertedtly glorified • Hoft of Kings, whofe moft 
efulgent Splendour our ftiines the Siacs, and 
he very Brightncls of tf.c Firmament, will ftand 
ternally before the highly exahcd Tljrone of 
he Omnipetent and moft fuprcmc God- Jehovah, 
.nd, together with all, the Angels ot- Light, 
nake Heaven and Earthy cycn the whole 
Jniverfe Ring with tlu-ir perpetual, inceffanr, 
eternal and moft high Halleluifkbs, \, And J 
'nhtld^ and . / htard the Voice ^f jnany ^ Angels 
'cundabout the Throne, and the Be^fts, and the 
Eldtrs :\avd the Number cf them was tenibon- 
'and times un ihoufand^ arJtbmJandsofihoufmdi 5 



S^ing with a ttmi Pcia, PTfiriif is ihe Laikb tbdi 

was JUfHy to reteif^ Pa^er^ and Riches^ ani 

Wifdom^ and Strength, and Honour and (jlcrj^ 

imd 'Sliffing. jfnd tvity ('or all) Creature nobitb 

is in Heaven J and on tbe Edhh^ and utder the 

Earthy and (nth Ms are in tbe Sea^ and all that 

ire in tbem^ beard 7, Sa^irg^ Blejtng^ and Honour^ 

knd<:iory, andPt^arhe Unto bim that fiitetbup- 

tn the Tbrone^ ard unto tbe Lamb for eier ani 

Her. And the four Becfis faid. Amen. And tbe 

Jour and twenty Elders fell dcuti and tvorfbippti 

bim tbkt tiveth for ever and ever. kev. v. 

How moft (uprctnely happy will all M(n and 

liU Argils be tef^w, fincc they will be forever 

free and delivered frbtn all ppflible Evil;, tvA 

eternally poAefsand erjOy all poOible Good. 

And more than probably the Knowledge, Love, 

and Happimfs o\ all Men and Angela will in- 

crfeafc even unt6 £temity. This isevident.froai 

{he very Rtafon, and Nature of Thipgi; For 

the Nature, Capacity and Knowledge of all 

Creatures being neceHarily bcunded ; and the 

Objcfts of Contemplation and Science beirg inno* 

Arable and boundlcfs, it <:an never be pcfliUe 

for Creitures to tpke a cotnprehenfive Survey d 

thenn,thatM of all Things, created and uncreated, 

*£^ual aind poAible. But Creatures muft fcr, 

learn and experierce 6re Thing . after another, 

h\ the infinite Scale of eternally rifing Perftftios. 

sht Saints wiW iL\\wtiCtt^\\cisi^\wit.\5k^ 
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from a lower drgrcc of Knowledge, Love, Prf- 
ft'dion. Glory, Honour, Beauty, and Felicity^ 
to an higher, even unto all Eternity : MqA ex- 
^uifitly dclightf'ul Profpcft, moft Supreme 
Beatitude, j^i owing greater, and more perfeft fo^; 
ever and ever. Chant all Creatures, chant a 
loud the infinitely, the divinely excellent Great- 
nefs and moft ftupendous Benignity of the 
uncreated Creator. Extol moft highly, greatly 
Pl-aife Jehovah : For his greatnefs, and Good- 
pcfs are infinite. Prefent, deliver, offer up your 
fclves, b all ye created Beings, for ^ living^ 
fio'y» g^'and, pcrfeft and univerfal OblatioHji 
glowing, burning, flaming contirually with the 
' moft intenfe Loye and higheft Gratitude ! GreaC 
treation, moft ftupendouiworkof Omnip^tencCi^ 
in which all the tremendous Glories of Jehovah 
are illuftrioufly difplaid ; O, tliou auguft and 
inoft magnificent Temple of Jehovah, let all 
that is within thee make thee ring and refound 
fcrith the higheft Praifes, and immortal Celebra- 
tions of the Eternal ! tlnivcrfe, paft all our 
Imagination vaft, be thou thcgrafid 7;?^rfra»^;f/^' 
even /the nobltft and moft gloripus Organ of 
. Qod's univerfal Praile ! Awake, O Winds, thou 
Breath of Nature; ye Storms, ye moft violent 
Hurricanes, I befeech you, I conjure you all tp, 
aroufe, to unite, to exert your Powers to blow 
the grand Organ ot Nature moft highly tuned. 
Play, then, th^u grand and moft mi%tvt^ \^&i\x-v 
iifiic i found in Tone* \gud« vYiwv ^^^^ ""^S?^ 



. f<Snbf*6ii$ Peals oF Thunder, the uniwirfat 'Xl^ 
\Scm of ctrrn 1 Happincfs. Let all the Ndtcl 
r*.(c ; let th'^* moft thunderous Voices be height- 
ened ; let ih general and moft exquificely de- 
lightful Ha-m >ny of the grand and eternal 
Arrhern evermore fwell, as the inceflant and 
\inlx)unci-d Showers of divine Favours, tor ever 
an ' ever, more and nvore enlarge, ftrengthen, 
and endf-a: ihe ir.finite Obligations of all the glori- 
fieH Saints. Chicflf let the vdx htmana deftin- 
gu (h itfeir in this univerfal Anthtm, and eternal 
Hymn. Sreing that Man is the Very Objeft of 

' Go^ 's n^oft diftinguifhing Goodnefs. In Man^ 
moft hippy for Man, Hieaven^s iFavours do 
all, as it were, conce-nter. Biefled, forever 
blffl>d ; praifed, greatly praTfed, eternally praiT- 
ed be Jehovah : for there is no End df his Grcac* 
nefs at all ! 

HalelnJAb. Praife Jebovdb frm tbi HH- 
ViHs : Praijebim in the Heigbts. Praife ye km 
all bis Angels : Praife ye him^ all Us Hep. 
Praife bim Sun and Moon: Praije bifh^ all jt 
Stars of Light. Praife bim, ye Heaven tfHeavens^ 
and ye Waters that he above tbe Heavens. Let J 
them praife the Name of tbe Lord: Per h 
commanded, ^nd they were created. He hath alfi 
Jlablijhed them for ever and evir : He ha$h mik 
a Decree which /hall notpafs. Praife ibe Leri 
from the Earthy ye Dragons and all Deeps. Fhi 
and Hail ; Snow and Vapour ; ftetmy fVind f$h 

Jilling bis JVord. Mountains and all Hills 3 j^> - 



/W Trees and all Ceders : Beajls and nil Cattle^ 
preefing Things^ and Hying Fowl : Khigs of the 
$artb<i and all People ; Princes and all Judges of^ 
the Earth ^ Both y$ung Men and Maidens \ old 
Men and Children, Let them praife the Name 
cf the Lard : For his Name alone is excellent \- 
his Glory is above the Earth and Heaven H^ 
alfo exalteth the Horn of bis People^ the praife of 
eiUhis Saints -, even the Children of IJrael^ a People 
near unto him. Praife ye the Lord. 
Praife God in his SanSiuary : Praife him in the 
Firmament of his Potffer^ . Praife him for his* 
mighty JUs : Praife him according to his excels' 
ient^Greatnefs. Praife him with the Sound of the. 
Trumpet : Pr^fehim with the Pfaltry and Harp. 
JPraifk him with the timbrtl and Dance:. Praife' 
kim with ftringed Injiruments, and Organs. 
Praife him upon the loud Cymbals : Praife hims 
upon the High jounding, Cymtalsp Let every: 
Thing that bith Breath praife the Lord, Hale-' 
lU"jab. 

And now let us conclude the whole with the 
foUowing Elqgy*. .To .God Jehovah^ the infi- 
^ fiitely facred Trinity^ who is not only eternal^ but 
Eternity itfelf, or ir the ¥try Abftraft ; not only 
Omnipotent^ but i le Vf ry thunder of abfblute 
Omnipotence itfrff* not onlv Omnifientj but Om- 
nifience itieif •, nor only Hohf^ but Holinefs^ yea 
the very Glory of infinite SanSlitude itfelf ; not 
wly Jufi^ but Juftice itft- if ; not only Good, but 
ffHiinffs itidf > nos only True^ but Truth and. 
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Y^raciiy itfelf j not orily pivin^y but l^ifi i|:fclf 5 

not orily irifinititly, '^and_ ctcrnilly Loving^ but 
abfolutely infinite and eternal L9ve itfelf \ nat onljr 
anfinitelj, and eternally Btneficenty but abfolutely 
infinite, and eternal Beneficence itfelf y not only 
infinitely, and eternally Faithful^ but abfolutely 
infiaite, and eternal Fidelity itfelf •, not anly Alt- 
fufjicienl^hut abfolvite: 'Alljujfuience itfetf\ >ot only 
•abfolutely infinite^ but. everyday- perfeft Infinity 
itfelf ; not holy P^Ki?^, bui^^^ ablolutely iafinite 
FerfeSidn itfelf ; not only greatly Excellent^ but 
the abfolutely ininite, and mof): divinely glorious 
Greatncliof £^r^//#»^jy itfciri'Ifay; totheiwjt 
divinely Greats to the i0#/} divinely d9od^ to the 
9»9» divinely Beneficent God JEHQV AH kim/elf, ^ 
"whoCc rnoft giorioas, and moft direadful Name^ ' 
is infinitely, and eternally exalfied above all Bkf- 
Jjngj and above ah Vraife^ and' above aUTBingSj 
(and whom tolce, an;! wh»m to know, an^ 
•whom to enjoy, is unutterable* Felicity^) be All 
^hin^s \ Amen ! even fo be it \ Tea^ Amen ! 



%s^ 



FINIS. 



'}t*;mv!'aj':\-v 



i } ) 

A4vcrtifemcnt* 

iS the two following Pieces of Poetry exiubit tlieii|- 
Y finite Excellency, Beiacy and Qoodoefs ot tke eterr» 
il God, in a very ftriking and mod rayi(hiag Point of 
ight, the Author thinks th|B.a highly worthy of a Plact 
I kis iirft Produaion, with the general laiefttioa of 
hich they do cxadly coincide. 



Poetical CQ^i:ME]»T 

On thefe Words of the 

P S A L M I S % 

^bi Htantms decUn tbt Qlmj ,of Oon, ' mi4 ih Bl^ 
mamtut Jhevifttk his Haaid^-fFifL '}. 

By the hte oi^ebrated ' ' 

Mr. Aiy.p 1& ON/ 

rHE Spacions Firmament on high. 
With an the blue/ Atherial Sky, 
And fpangled Heavens, a fluniag Frami^ 
beir Qnat Oritinal Prodatm. ' 

' II. 
b' unwetryM 5s» f rom Day to Diyr, 
3es his Creat9r\ PowV difpl^, ' 
id publiihes to cvVy Land 
le Works of an Almgbty Hmd. 

III. 
on as the Evening Shades prerail, 
le Moon takes ap the woA'droni 7!f/#; 
id nightly to the lift'ning Earth, ^ 
=pMU ihfi Story of k«r %1^ 
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^ IV. 

Whllft ill the Siari that roand ker bHrn^ 
And kMtht PUntn, in their Turtle 
Confirm the TIdiagt' as they roll, 
A^ iftmi the Truth from Pole to Polt.- 

What I cko* in folemn Silence all 
Move round the dark, tereftrial Ball ! 
What ! tko' n« real Fcicg nor S6und, 
AfliUft ihiEir radiant Orbi kft leond i 

VI. 
In Rtaf^^* Eir» they all rejaice* 
And utter forth a glorious Voice, 
Fopevff ingiag as they Mat, 
•< The Haad that made Vi is DMmr 



THP 
GRATirVL M U S £; 

HYMN^/'PR A ISE 

To the Great 

AUTHOR of NATURE,, 

By anotker Hand^ 

ARISE, my Mafe 9— awake thy fleeping Lyre, 
And fan with tnoeful Airit thy languid Fire. 
Oq daring Pinions raised, low Thenes defpife ;, 
Bttt ftretch thy Winga in, yoa bright Azare bkiea* 

f)r#t ^^ i°^ greeted, let my grateful Lays, 
F^TMil of Vnrvtrjal Hntarti^ praife f ^ 
AU things are full of 7bu I where'er mine Eye . 
la tani*d, I lUtl thy prefect Gnlkemdipyl 
Bach Herb the Foetfteps of tby Wifdom bears: 
A»d avVy Blade of GraG thy PowV declares. 
As yen clear iake the pendent Image (hews, 
Of fv^^X FlowV that on its Border growa^ j 
f0^ il the fair GnaimTs eU/s, we find 
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A faint Reltfftioti •! th' Etirnal Utni^ 
Wha:eVr of Qoodneft, anii of £xceUet<cd 
In N.ttur^i Vacious Scenes accoft the Senfe^ 
To Ikee alone their whole P#rfe£Uoii owe ; 
From Tbet^ as from their proper Fountain, floW* 

Fair are the Stars that grace the fable Nighty 
And beaut e us is the Dawn of rofy Light ; 
Lovely he Profpcft of each How'ry Field, 
The limpid Screant, and fhadv Forefts yield i 
To 7kee compared, nor fair the Stars of Nighty 
Nor oeauteoas is the Dawn of rofy Light ; 
*Nor tovelv is the Scene each fljwVy Field, 
The limpid Streams, and (hady Forefts yieU* 

Incapable of Bounds, above all Height, 
7bou art invifible . to mortal Sight % 
Tbv/elf ihi PMlMCi) and {aftain'd by Tin,' 
All live and move in thv tmmenfity. 
Thy Voice omnipotent did Infant. Day, 
Through the dark Reims of empty Space, difplajr 
This Glorious Arch of Heavenly SsffSirt rear» 
And fpread this Canopy cf liquid Air. 

At thy Command, the StMrry HbJI, the ^Mj 
Ansl M§on unerringly their Courfes ran; 
"CeaCe-efs they move, obfequioas to fulfil 
The 1 aik affign'd by thy Almighty, WiH, 
Thy Vital Fow'r diffused from Pole to Folc^ 
Infpires, and animatas this ample Whole. 

If thou yitxt abfent, the material Mafi, 
Would without Motion lie in boundlefs Spacei 
The Sun, arrefted in his Ipiral Way, 
No loager would difpence alternate Day ; 
A breathlefs Calm would hnfh the ftormy Wind, 
And a new Freft tht flouring Rivers bind. 

Whatever thro' falfc Pbilifophy is thought 
To be by Cbunct, or Pmrtnt Naturt^ wrought, 
From Thee alone proceeds:- -with timely Rain, 
Thou fat*ft the thirfty Field, and fprmging Grain. 
loCpir'd by Tbn , iht Ntrihien Tciopcli f iwe«p 
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^he imiin Conii Md toft the foamy De&p - 
iDfpirM by 7%/# the (oner 'So«thern Breeze 
Wafts fragrant Odours thro* the trembling Trees ; 
By Thet condoled thro* the darkfome Caves, 
And Veins of hollow £arth, thebiTnj Waves, 
In bubbling Springs, and fruitful Fountains T\^e^ 
And fpoBt their fweet*ned Streams againft the Skies. 
Br 7bee the Brutal Kind art taught to chufe, 
Their proper Good, and noxious Things refufe ; 
Hence each confirms Mis Adions to his l^lace, 
tnows to preferve his Life, and propagate his ftaccy 
Hence the wifb Condoft of the painful Bet^ 
Who future Want does coaflantly forefee. 
Contrives htx waxen Cells, with cprions Skill, 
And with rich Stores of gathered Hpney fiU. 
Hence the gay Birds, ttiat fport in fluid Atr, 
Soft Nefls to lodge their callow Young, preparo^ 
Jtear with un weary *d Toil the tender Brood,' 
From Harins protcdt, and furniih >m with Food. 

But Jl(f«v, whom thy peculai- Grace deiign*cl 
The htMge of thy own MUrnul Mind ; 
^an, thy chief Favourite, 7bou didft infpire. 
With a bright Spark of thy CeMial Fire ; 
llich with a thinkiAg Soul, wifb piercing' <£ye. 
He views the fpacious Earth; and difUnt Sky .;' 
And fees the various Marks of Skill pivine. 
That in each Fart of Naturt*s Syfltm fhinc. 
Vim therefore it becoitaes in grateful Lays, 
lo Sihg the bounteous Maktr^s folenn Praiff^. 

> FINIS. 
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